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Introduction
During the First World War (WW1) on the 19th and 20th July 1916 thousands of Australian and, around four hundred British soldiers lost their lives at the Battle of Fromelles. Some five thousand, three hundred Australian troops were lost over a twenty-four hour period, the highest concentration of loss by the Australian army in any battle or war (Loe et al, 2014; Steel, 2010, p.15-21). Their objective had been to prevent the German Army from moving resources to the Somme where battle had raged for two weeks (Cobb, 2010, p.7). History suggests that Fromelles was a military failure however, Sheffield, (2015) suggests otherwise stating, ‘in the light of evidence that it compelled the Germans to keep reserves in the area for a number of weeks.’ After the Battle of Fromelles, many men were unaccounted for. Fromelles, was, up until 2009 largely unknown, the Somme, Passchendaele, dominating British thoughts. The Imperial War Graves Commission (IWGC) (today, known as the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC)) was founded by Sir Fabian Ware, after receiving a Royal Charter in May 1917; its aim, to locate, record, photograph and care for soldiers’ graves in Belgium and France. By the mid-1930s over nine hundred and seventy cemeteries were created in France and Belgium to commemorate the fallen (Summers, 2010, p.9). In 2009 an Australian, Lambis Englezos, began locating the missing Australian dead (Steel, 2010, p.21). This essay engages with the First World War, through the Battle of Fromelles, discusses the discovery of two hundred and fifty soldiers, in unknown graves, located behind Pheasant Wood, Fromelles and examines how people have come to terms with the horrors of the Great War through the processes of bereavement, commemoration and reconciliation. Fig 2. Fromelles WW1
Fig 1. Sir Fabian Ware


Location
Fromelles, is a small French village in Northern France, twenty-two kilometres west of Lille where 
WW1 graves at Pheasant Wood lie, along the Auber’s Ridge centred at grid reference 50036’35”E, 2051’16”N (Loe, et al 2014, p.4). 







Bereavement
‘There is something about the battle of Fromelles, something nihilistic, that both fascinates and abhors us’ (Steel, 2010, p.15). After the battle of Fromelles, the Germans collected the identity disks and personal effects from the fallen returning them to the Red Cross and British military. Loe et al (2014) suggests that the Germans buried the corpses in trenches ten days after the fighting, and, sanitised the graves with chalk and lime, before backfilling the trenches. This was an early indication of decency and respect by the German Army.  Loe et al (2014, p.180-181) also suggests that Von Braun’s version that all insignia, personal items and dog-tags were removed, not just for identification, but, for anonymity. Lambis Englezos suggests the Germans transported the bodies to the burial site by narrow gauge railway and believes the German Army must still have the records, according to Lindsay (2016). 

Few remembered the incompetence of the British commanders, the severity of the battle and the dead and missing at Fromelles, except Lambis Englezos, He founded an organisation, The Friends of the 15th Brigade, for the remembrance and location of the lost soldiers. On the eightieth anniversary of the battle, he made the first of many journeys to the region. While at V.C. Corner cemetery near Fromelles, he questioned why so many Australian soldiers were still unaccounted for. V.C. Corner Cemetery holds four hundred and ten Australian soldiers, but there are no head stones as not all the dead could be identified. A commemorative wall overlooking the cemetery names one thousand, two hundred and ninety-nine Australian soldiers missing in action at Fromelles, presumed dead. This number was reduced when four bodies were located and identified; numbers interred in other cemeteries still did not account for all the soldiers actually missing. Englezos and other enthusiasts began an exhaustive investigation, to find the missing soldiers from Fromelles.  They found written accounts of the Germans burying the dead at Fromelles including a history of the Bavarian Infantry Regiment by Generalmajor Julius Ritter von Braun of the Bavarian Infantry Regiment, whose unit had defended the lines at Fromelles. This contained aerial photographs showing Pheasant Wood before and after and records of the burials at Pheasant Wood. This was of great public interest and a new association was formed, Recovering Overseas Australia’s Missing Inc. (ROAM). The Australian Army History Unit (AHU) examined the evidence but dismissed the findings stating that a comprehensive and thorough clearance of the battle field had been conducted after WW1. A lack of funds and enthusiasm meant the remains lay still undiscovered. Englezos met British historian, Peter Barton, co-secretary for the British parliamentary All Party War Graves and Battlefield Heritage Group in 2003, while he visited Melbourne. Barton stated that the Bavarian Regimental Archive (BRA) may hold the key to persuading the AHU to reconsider their stance. It was successful, the BRA held the original von Braun mandate to prepare a grave for four hundred English dead in Pheasant Wood, Fromelles. This evidence convinced the AHU to commence an investigation. Fig 3. Lambis Englezos


Englezos contacted Tony Pollard of Glasgow University, an expert in WW1 studies and lecturer in Glasgow University’s Archaeological Research Division (GUARD). Pollard had developed scientific procedures for exploring battlefield sites, so in 2007, AHU commissioned GUARD to carry out a geophysical investigation of the burial sites at Pheasant Wood; GUARD was successful in locating eight graves and confirmed that they had not been disturbed since WW1. The following year, AHU asked GUARD to conduct a second investigation by excavating trial trenches, although no remains were removed during this exercise, it confirmed a mass burial there. After ninety years, bodies that were overlooked by the IWGC could now be afforded the dignity of a burial at an official CWGC Cemetery. The recovery of the remains was allotted to Oxford Archaeology with the interment at a new CWGC Cemetery at Fromelles (Steel, 2010; Loe et al, 2014; Vandervleden, 2018). Fig 4. Tony Pollard - GUARD

Fig 5. Fromelles Cemetery











The new cemetery at Fromelles was opened in 2010, the first for 50 years, and commemorates two hundred and fifty war dead from Pheasant Wood and will take any remains from future possible excavations (Stephens, 2010; The Great War, 1914-1918, 2018; CWGC, 2018).

Jalland (2017) examines changes in the patterns of bereavement caused by war during and in the aftermath of WW1 and WW2. ‘Cultural norms relating to death and bereavement in Britain have changed dramatically over the past hundred years…shaped by the decline of religion, the two world wars and the medical revolution beginning in the 1930s.’  Nineteenth century families believed in a Divine model, accepting death and bereavement as the will of God which, brought immortality after life. The early twentieth century marked a shift in belief attributed to longer life expectancy, more babies surviving at birth, mortality rates falling and secularisation growing slowly as society changed its perception of death. Bereavement, mourning and the fear of God, articulation of grief was replaced by avoidance and reticence.  Jalland continues by showing how bereavement and mourning affected returning servicemen and their families in many ways.

Soldiers on the Front (1914-1916)
It is estimated that three-quarters of a million British servicemen were killed during WW1, drawn from all social and cultural backgrounds. They were mainly working class men at a ratio of twenty to one to officer classes killed. The bereaved repressed their feelings and emotions, suffering quietly, and alone, responding to the horror of war and death through culturally prescribed values of class status, upbringing, belief, education and self-character. Military duty was born of, patriotism, deference and honour to those in command while acts of courage or self-sacrifice, were acclaimed publicly as patriotic. The upper class officer who initially saw war as wonderful and glorious soon had his vision shattered through the reality of death in modern industrialised warfare. The fear of dying, not killing, was emotionally debilitating for any soldier as they emotionally shut-out the trauma, suppressing grief and the horrific memories of the battlefield. The stoicism of soldiers, was shattered by the traumatic conditions and violent deaths of colleagues, then recovering the remains of friends from no-man’s-land, risking their own lives to bury them with reverence and respect. The trauma of the inhuman circumstances making it almost impossible to mourn the dead (Jalland, 2017; Stephens, 2010; Cobb, 2010). 
Fig 6. D Company, 31st Battallion, Australian army.


Back Home (1914-1916)
Working class families bore the brunt of loss during the campaigns. An estimate of three million Britons, were affected by the death of a close relative, sons, fathers, or brothers out of a population of less than forty-two million. ‘The secondary bereaved who mourned a cousin, friend or neighbour encompassed virtually the entire population’ (Jalland, 2017). Especially affected were communities where groups of men volunteered to fight alongside each other from the same town or village. In July 1916 the Barnsley Chronicle declared after the first day of the Somme that, ‘there is hardly a home that has not experienced some great loss or suffered some poignant sorrow.’ Many bereaved families demonstrated their stoicism in writing through bereavement saying, ‘thousands of fathers are in the same position’ or ‘I am only one in many hundreds.’ Women from upper class families showed their grief through letters and conversations with grieving friends and creating remembrance books from newspaper cuttings and photos of their loved one. Wilfred Owen wrote a poem called ‘Mental Cases’ (Tan, 2015) while Rudyard Kipling wrote a verse ‘For All We Have and Are’ (Kipling, 1914) serving to console upper class families. Others found refuge in faith and after the war, many travelled to Flanders fields to visit the graves of loved ones, although most had no grave to mourn (Jalland, 2017). Gorsky (2012), however, suggests that Jalland concentrated heavily on families and, especially Kipling, give a distorted view between private and public bereavement. Only much later did the work of the CWGC provide a grave for grieving relatives to visit, or the focus of an inscription on a memorial. Fig 7. Rudyard Kipling


Commemoration
‘Each year at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, we observe a Two Minute Silence. Armistice Day on 11 November marks the end of the First World War and is a day to remember and honour those who have paid the price for our freedom.’ On this day, the people of Great Britain not only remember the fallen of World War One and Second World War but the thousands of service personnel killed in action since 1945 (British Legion, 2018). 

The exhortation:

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old, 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning 
We will remember them" (British Legion, 2018).
Commemoration has different meanings for different countries and individuals. WW1 is at the forefront of British minds, emotional ties strengthened by the annual commemoration at cenotaphs around the country, especially at the Cenotaph in Whitehall, London where the British people are lead by the Queen. The poem of remembrance by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, ‘In Flanders Fields’ (Poetry Foundation, 2018) which saw the poppy adopted as a symbol of commemoration, still has resonance within Britain today. Recently, a modern adaption of this poem was penned by Rawlinson (2014) ‘In Flanders’ Shadow’ to reflect warfare in Afghanistan, of lessons not learned. The British public’s continued obsession with military history and archaeology since 1918 continue to honour and commemorate the dead. The National Aboretum in Staffordshire commemorates the fallen from many campaigns where the public can visit and remember all year round. In contrast to British sentiment, German commemorations are buried deep in peace and unity through European integration and its history, condemning the horrors of war to the distant past, and to abrogate its national interests (Sharp, 2016). 

To commemorate the dead, identification of remains has been paramount, using DNA analysis, along with a combination of data sets being applied to identify the soldiers. Ante-mortem (before death) and post-mortem (after death) analysis has been carried out, together with identifying artefacts found with the remains. These items and the DNA results, have identified families so personal items could be returned for closure and to commemorate their dead.  Identification has been problematic, as shown by Loe et al (2014, p.201), in Table 7.2. Artefacts discovered, were transferable or transportable and may not have belonged to the person attributed to the find, since the graves were an entangled disarticulation of bones. For example, a friend might have lent an engraved cigarette lighter to a colleague, before death, so identification was complicated. Personal items discovered included, a gasmask case which contained a return train ticket from Fremantle to Perth. Other items were writing and smoking paraphernalia, a leather heart and numerous items of military clothing, all, when returned to the families, gave a sense of closure (Loe et al, 2014; Summers, 2010). 
Fig 8. Train Ticket Fremantle - Perth




In 2009, the Service Personnel & Veterans Agency (2009) contacted a Mr H. Rees in connection with a family member killed at Fromelles. The letter (see appendix) shows the sensitivity and thoroughness of the project in order to reunite the missing with his family. Finding lost servicemen and their remains is an ongoing effort (Passchendaele Archives, 2018).Fig 10. Searching for Simon


In 2018, Britain and the Commonwealth will remember the centenary, the end of WW1, numerous events will be held around the country and world by organisations, communities, regional authorities and individuals in commemoration (The Great War, 2018). The Menin Gate (The Great War, 2018; Interment.Net, 2018), at the east end of the Meensestraat, Ypres, erected to the fallen and missing of WW1 has every day, since 27th July 1927, held a service of remembrance at this monument at 8pm. Originally, a two minute ceremony, with just a handful of participants it has, since the 1990’s, become an extended ceremony to reflect modern day mourning of WW1 (Visit Flanders, 2018).  The vault walls, ‘Hall of Memory’ and surrounding facades are inscribed with over fifty-six thousand names of the WW1 salient dead and missing. People from all over the world visit and take part in the ceremony which starts with a bugler playing the ‘Last Post’. The poem, ‘For the Fallen’, by Lawrence Binyon (Poetry Foundation, 2018) (Whitmarsh, 2018), is read, the resonance of the last line, ‘We will remember them’ repeated by the crowd in commemoration of the unknown-soldier. Not all have viewed the Menin Gate with such reverence. In Siegfried Sasson’s poem, ‘On Passing the Menin Gate’ (Peace Pledge Union, 2018) he wrote, ‘intolerably nameless names’ and voiced bitter criticism of this industrial war saying, ‘the Gate was a sop to the memory of the soldiers who had died’ and that officials had cynically, unscrupulously used the war for political gain. Others voiced that the Menin Gate was evidence of guilt, British propaganda and a waste of money (Stephens, 2009; The Great War 1914-1918, 2018). Fig 9. Menin Gate, Ypres


As mentioned above what Jalland infers, Larsson (2009, p79-95) also highlights, ‘The 1918 Armistice signalled the end of the First World War, but it did not mark the end of war-related death.’ Families of returning ex-servicemen suffered bereavement and grief in a different way to those who had actually lost loved ones during the conflict. The post war families, in the 1920s to 1930s, felt disenfranchised from the public commemoration and their traditions of war. Commemoration at memorials on Remembrance Day, reify the ‘Glorious Dead’ and this helps the bereaved to grieve the absent and preserve memories of distant family members killed in battle. The lingering suffering of those physically and mentally wounded survivors gradually ended as they succumbed to their wounds, ‘age had wearied these soldiers, and the years had condemned them.’ After their death, unlike the wartime dead, buried in European cemeteries, deceased veterans would be honoured locally with military graves however, some families desired a more neutral resting place far removed from the traditions of national commemoration.  This was an era where ‘newer 
memories of loss competed with older memories.’

Museums in Britain play a major role in commemoration. The Imperial War Museum (IWM), in London concerns itself with commemoration and glorifying the war dead, while sanitising warfare through traditions, customs and narratives so the public can resolve memories of conflicts and trauma in the twenty-first century. ‘As Britain’s national museum of war, the IWM plays a part in the creation of a sense of nationhood, and consequently commemorates war in a traditional manner’ (Whitmarsh, 2000). Museums help people to remember the fallen connecting with the past, the present and future (Evans and Lunn, 1997). In contrast, In Flanders Fields Museum (IFFM), Ypres, Belgium, concentrates on WW1 and sets out consciously to avoid traditional commemoration, focusing on the lives and experiences suffered by the individuals from all nations and supports the longevity of peace in Europe (Whitmarsh, 2000).  Winter (2006), coins the term ‘Theatre of Memory’ where, people who were ‘not there’, learn through the medium of, museums, cinema and television the memories of others, through public representation. This perception, not as grandiose as national, historical remembrance but, it shows how people place themselves into other’s, past contemporary lives. Fig 11. Imperial War Museum


Reconciliation 
Although, in 2018 we commemorate the Centenary of WW1, the ‘War to End all War’ (Vision, 2014), reconciliation still seems far from British minds. With a ring-fenced, almost bigoted view of the Centenary of WW1 in Britain, the mind set is the heroism of British soldiers, who died in the muddy fields of northern France with little regard for the German dead, or the allies. Brexit has shown a majority of the British public want no part of a union with Europe, highlighting self-interest. But will Britain be better off outside the European Union for which it has fought so bloodily throughout the twentieth century? (Sharp, 2016). In contrast, the Centenary for Germany shows a long-lasting reconciliation between the countries of the European Union. Germany’s democratic history since WW2 is reconciliatory longevity for peace within Europe through self-reflection. In contrast to the CWGC cemeteries there is an International memorial, ‘The Ring of Memory’ erected to the fallen in WW1 at Nord-du-Calais, where six-hundred thousand names of the fallen are engraved, in a reconciliatory way as no nationalities are included. Fig 12. Ring of Memory (all nations)


Here the dead are remembered from all the participating countries, including Germany. The conviction behind this monument was of a shared tragedy and the union of all the European nations, in a hope of preventing further conflict and animosity of past wars, and between people (Nord-Pas du Calais, 2018; Sharp, 2016). Reconciliation through playing modern video games as Matei (2013) suggests, through gaming dynamics, moral contemporary questions are asked of history, through a clear commemorative commentary directed at past wars. The Nationaal Committee (NC), Amsterdam (2014), seeks to understand, from each Europe nation, how they commemorate and celebrate after the conflicts of WW1 and WW2. The NC looks to the future to how commemoration might change stating, ’Commemorative and celebratory traditions are not etched in stone.’ Reconciliation, or lack of it, is not just between enemies, but, between the allies too. McConnel and Stanley (2016) report, that in 2016, Britain held a family memorial service at Fromelles cemetery for the British war dead, but, they excluded Australian nationals. An anachronistic ‘spat’ raged between the two countries highlighting the sensitivities between nationalistic pride and military history. Although a significant number of the Australians who fought at Fromelles were British migrants, Australian officialdom believe the battle to have been an all Australian conflict; ignoring the fact that hundreds of British soldiers died at Pheasant Wood too. Immigrant soldiers flocked to Britain in 1916 to fight for the Mother Country, but, it is said, they returned as Australians. It is clear that the coming centenary is moulded by contemporary national and state motives. Australia has adopted a nationalistic stand point believing Britain to have moved from a benevolent partner to a colonial renegade, an uncaring exploiter of Australian lives. So strong is the sentiment against Britain, concerning Fromelles, that Australian officials are disdainful of the British war dead stating, that the British ‘…have done what the Kaiser’s propaganda could not’ (McConnel and Stanley, 2016).

Conclusion
Englezos’ painstaking efforts were a success, discovering two hundred and fifty servicemen at Pheasant Wood now, interred at Fromelles Cemetery, but leaving an estimated one thousand six hundred and fifty missing according to German and Red Cross records, to be discovered. The continued work by the IWGC and many European organisations including the Passchendaele Museum (2018) and the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery (2018), continue to adjust history for commemoration to prevent future conflict, maintain reconciliation and peace in Europe. Will today’s younger generation respect and commemorate in the same way the fallen of past conflicts as the survivors did, long passed on themselves? Recently, Brexit seems to have shown a disregard for what our fathers and grandfathers shed their blood for (Whitworth, 2000; Stephens, 2014; Passendaele Museum, 2018; Lijssenhoek Military Cemetery, 2018).  ‘This does not mean the custom of commemoration is dying out’ (Nationaal Comite, 2014), as recently as 2012, Serbia introduced a public holiday to commemorate WW1. The discovery of the bodies at Fromelles was not without controversy; some saying that the names of the dead are already inscribed on funeral monuments elsewhere and should have remained at Pheasant Wood (Cobb, 2010, p.187). Unfortunately, opinions will always differ and future wars will happen, although, no longer as blindly as in 1914. Nowadays, the fallen are repatriated immediately under the auspices of Geneva Convention and, people, will always find new ways to honour and commemorate the dead.


Appendix
For all details relating to the Great War including cemeteries, monuments, records for the war dead etcetera visit: http://www.greatwar.co.uk/index.htm

Museum Fromelles: https://www.musee-bataille-fromelles.fr/?lang=en 

Service Personnel & Veterans Agency Letter(s) reduced from A4 size for convenience.
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According to the IFFM (2018), around 140,000 Chinese workers were brought in to assist with hard labour tasks, forming the Chinese Labour Corps (CLC). The Coolies, as they were known, applied their duties which included, clearing ammunition, rubble and digging mass graves to bury the Western Allies which lasted up until the 1920s. Their efforts were fraught with danger and over 200 succumbed to the fighting behind the lines. With the centenary approaching, there is renewed effort to mark the remembrance of these eastern allies who bravely gave their lives on the Western Front (Calvo and Qiaoni, 2015). 

The Fromelles cemetery contains a total of 250 Australian and British soldiers. 220 are Australians, of which 70 are unidentified, 2 are unidentified British soldiers and 28 are entirely unidentified Commonwealth soldiers. Since 2010, one hundred and fifty four of the interred have now been identified.

Oxford University is currently running a project on WW1 to examine how religious practices have shaped religion by reinforcing or, challenging the faith and, in all its forms, globally (University of Oxford, 2018).

‘While British men and officers operated through a
deferential bargain, as described by Sheffield,2 this paper proposes that Australians, by
[bookmark: _GoBack]contrast, expected an egalitarian bargain’ (Rhoden, 2012).
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SELF-REFLECTION SHEET.

PLEASE COMPLETE BEFORE SUBMISSION AND ATTACH TO YOUR WORK

Date:27th March 2018     Module: Battlefield Archaeology    Name: Kenny Owen				
				
Guidance: You might consider the following elements:

· Argument: does it have one/ is it backed by sufficient evidence/ how lucid is it?
· Structure: how clear is it /is my essay easy to follow/ does it help my argument?
· Analysis:  is more/less analytical than narrative/ does it address the question?
· Reading: was this sufficiently broad/ have I referenced properly?
· How might I improve my performance in future?


	Strengths

Enthusiasm




	Weaknesses:

Wine

	General Comments:
In memory of my Great Uncle, Simon Rees, who died at Fromelles in 1916.

	Please give a mark for your work:   69-60

(for eg:  1st = 70+:  2/1 = 69-60:   2/2 = 59-50:   3rd = 45-49:   pass = 40-44:   fail = 39-  )
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& Veterans Agency

NINISTRY OF DEFENCE.

Service Personnel and Veterans Agency
Joint Casualty & Compassionate Centre
Historic Casualty Casework

Room 14

Building 182

Imjin Barracks

Gloucester

GL3 1HW

Tel: 01452 712612 ext 6303

Fax: 01452 510813

Email: jccchistcasso3@spva.mod.uk

The Occupier Our Reference: ~ SPVA/14/2/3

Your Reference:

Carmarthenshire
Date: 18 February 2009

To whom it may concern

PRIVATE WILLIAM SIMON REES, SERVICE NO. 5962
ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGIMENT

| am trying to trace anyone who knew the above named soldier who lost his life during the
First World War whilst serving in France.

Itis believed his Next of Kin lived at this address during the 1920s.

If you knew him or are indeed related to him it would be appreciated if you could contact
me at the above address. .

Thank you for your help.

Yoursyfaithfully

S C RAFTREE(Mrs)
SO3 Historic Casework K
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In Memory of
WILLIAM SIMON REES

Private
5962

2nd/7th Bn., Royai Warwickshire Regiment

who died on

Wednesday 19th July 1916. Age 21.

Citation:

Additional Information: Son of James and Hannah Rees, of 2, Railway Terrace,

Cemetery:
Cemetery Details:

Ffairfach, Llandilo, Carmarthenshire.
Commemorative Information

LOOS MEMORIAL, Pas de Calais, France
The Panel Numbers quoted at the end of each entry
relate to the panels dedicated to the Regiment served
with. In some instances where a casualty is recorded as
attached to another Regiment, his name may
alternatively appear within their Regimental Panels.
Please refer to the on-site Memorial Register Introduction
to determine the alternative panel numbers if you do not
find the name within the quoted Panels.

Grave Reference/Pane! Panel 22 to 25

Number:
Location:

Loos-en-Gohelle is a village about S kilometres north-
west of Lens. The Loos Memorial forms the side and back
of Dud Corner Cemetery where over 1,700 officers and
men are buried, the great majority of whom fell in the
Battle of Loos. Dud Corner Cemetery, which stands
almost on the site of a German strong point, the Lens
Road Redoubt, captured by the 15th (Scottish) Division
on the first day of the battle, is located about 1 kilometre
west of the village, on the N43, the main Lens to Bethune
road. The Loos Memorial commemorates over 20,000
officers and men who fell in the area from the River Lys.
to the old southern boundary of the First Army, east and
west of Grenay, and who have no known grave. It covers
the period from the first day of the Battle of Loos to the
date of the Armistice. On either side of the cemetery is a
wall 15 feet high, to which are fixed tablets on which are
carved the names of those commemorated. At the back
are four smali circular courts, open to the sky, in which
the lines of tablets are continued, and between these
courts are three semicircular walls or apses, two of which
carry tablets, while on the centre apse s erected the
Cross of Sacrifice.
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aware that Oxford Archassology has besn he contract to under

the ruﬁ arch aeological excavation at Pheasant Waod. This work is due to commenc:
ay 2009 and may | take up m 6 months depending on a number of factors including
@i number OF remains recovered. Mginibers of the

The Commonwealth War the process of engaging
organisation to undertake DNA g of the remains. Tha British and Australian
Governments have agreed to of ot mpt DNA extraction from an initial cross-section of
remains as they are exhumed. The 1esul(s mgmmme wiil determine whether it is
fazcible fo DN test the halance of with

1is & drafl timetabie and key contacis for th
h g the best estimate of times and the most up to date
information avaiiable. 1t is likely that changes will be made to this schedule over the coming
inantiis. Also atiached is a note on media interest, which you may find heipfui. given the
iikely high profile nature of this project.

The latest information about meel!ns can be fowd on the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission's website: www.cwgc.oi

| hope you have found this information of assistance. Please do not hesitate 1o contact the
rromelx% Project Team if you have any fu her questions. ‘They are available on

01452 712812 Ext 6203/7330 RO U RITVOR

Yours sincerely

é’/‘(ﬁ? Slppnnane

Enciosures:

1 Notes on Possible Media Interest and Ir
2. Fromelles Project Provisional
3. Cerliiicate of Kinship
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& Veterans Agency

Sarvice Porsonnal and Veterans Agency

Joint Casualty & Compassionate Centre

Historc Casualty Casework

Room 14

Building 182

il Banacks

Glousester

GL3 THwW

Tel: 01452 712612 ext 6303/7330

- Fax: 01452 510812

Email: jcecfromeliesgroupmaithox@spva mod.uic

Mr H Rees Qur Reference:  SPVA/14/2/311
Your Reference:
Date: 27 April 2009

Dear Mr Recs.

You have previously contacted the Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre (JCCC)
regarding the recently discovered group burial site at Pheasant Wood, Fromelles, France.
The Fromelies Project Team iz now contacting you to adviss on our progress to date.

You may have noted from media coverage and specifically the Fromalles websites, that
independent histarical reseaich is being canied out to identify ihe names of those British
saldiers whe may passibly he biried at the site. The ulimate aim s to identity positively as
many of thase soldiers as posaible, and ta lay them 1o rest in their individual graves under
named beadsiones,

Resonrch has reached a stage whore ther is reasonable corfidence that the carren
compiled working st of names encompasses all those soldiers who may have peris
the Battle of Fromeiies beiween 19-20 July 1916, Although we cannot consider this list
exhausiive of a complete and accutate account of all those buried at Fromellos, it provides
a sound starting point for further investigation and iven focus for our continued research.

At this stage, | can inform you that your relative, Private William Simon Rees, Service
Number 5962, has been inchidad on the we orking list. Howaver, it is stressed that this does
not confirm that he is burled at Fromelies or that his remains will e successfully idenfified.

The Fromelies Project Team will contact you ff we requirs further information ot 1o update
you on the progress of the racovery, identification and re-intorment. You will necd to
confim your relationship 1o the decessed in order to assist with positive identification. o
i reason, we would like you (o compiie a family tree by utifising birth, death and marriage
caiificates, if possible. This would be useful in haiping to identify you as a relative or the
next of kin. should & bositive idantification he made Wi hows alen anelasos o Faddiante -
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