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Introduction
The lesson plan that I have created for this portfolio is based on the British Museum and the objects and galleries in it[footnoteRef:1]. It is, however, designed in such a way that it can be edited for any museum, particularly historical based, and their collections. The lesson plan is designed for students in years 3, 4, 5, and 6 (Key Stage 2) in line with the Welsh National Curriculum and Literacy and Numeracy Framework. Accompanying the lesson plan will be preparatory work for teachers to carry out before the visit, and worksheets for students to complete after the session in their own time should the school choose to stay after their session has ended.  [1:  I have chosen this museum as it the closest museum to me that has historical collections most closely relating to my degree subject. There are not many specifics to the British Museum mentioned in this plan, I just found that it helped me to create this project with a specific museum (that I am familiar with) in mind. In theory, this point can be largely ignored. ] 


The session I have prepared will, firstly, give young learners an introduction to the museum and give them a solid background to use it, and other museums, to explore their own interests outside of school. It will also, for this particular age group, engage them in an exploration of historical childhood, in a way that allows them to interact with history by giving them a benchmark, themselves, from which to understand the material. It will also only cover a small selection of topics that could be covered as the brief states that the lesson plan should be for a forty-minute lesson, though ideally this session should be delivered over a longer period of time, perhaps half a day. As a result, I will only cover one period of time, Ancient Rome, with developments within this time period (as outlined as an outcome in the History National Curriculum for Wales)[footnoteRef:2]. To be expanded and developed for a half day visit, the session will follow like a ‘journey through time’, including a walk through of the museum chronologically, exploring how childhood changed throughout history.  [2:  ??????] 


The session can also be developed for older and younger students. For younger, Foundation level, students, the session will follow a similar format to that for Key Stage 2, though will be experienced more as a story. The theme will still be childhood, though the language and delivery will be the main difference. For older students, Key Stage 3 and 4, the sessions will be based on more general and complex themes, such as society, politics, economics, or art. The sessions will again be delivered chronologically. 

My lesson plan has been inspired by my placement at The Ragged School Museum in Mile End, London. The focus of this museum is Victorian education, and school and daily life of the ragged children who attended the school. The museum provides an exceptional experience to students who visit in the form of a classroom session and an object handling session in the ‘Victorian kitchen’. To me, it really emphasised the fact that immersive learning is engaging and effective, and an important tool for historical learning. However, as far as I am aware, this museum is quite unique in the resources it has and the experience it is able to provide. The museum is set in the building that housed the school and they have an authentically recreated classroom with actresses to play the Victorian teacher. To make my session more accessible and applicable to a wide range of museums I have decided to adapt some of the key aspects of the experience provided by the RSM in a way that should be able to be provided by most, if not all, museums. Therefore, my session will include object handling[footnoteRef:3], where possible, and opportunities to engage with and interpret history on a personal level. Another aspect that has been inspired by my placement is the story session for Foundation level students. I was lucky enough to experience sessions for each age/year group, with the story being the most different version of the ‘Victorian kitchen’ at the RSM. It was very interesting to see how such young children could be hugely engaged in the same material as the older children when it is delivered in this creative and tailored way.  [3:  The objects can be replicas to ensure that delicate items don’t get damaged, either through accidents or general wear and tear, as it is the experience of interacting with the objects that is more important in this case. ] 


Another detail that I noticed, as seen in my notes (appendix x), way how much information can be delivered, and enjoyed and taken in by students, when you are creative about the ways in which you go about presenting it. Not only does this support the idea that learning through experience is extremely invaluable , but that _____???? As such, it is my aim with this lesson plan to create an experience that will complement learning undertaken in schools and create an environment that key skills can be developed and learning, especially for tests/exams, can be solidified and applied to appropriate situations. It is also my aim to present the museum to students as a place to expand their knowledge and interests in a different way to school, by taking a different approach to learning. This lesson and the accompanying material can be adapted to fit the needs of all students, including Special Educational Needs children, in a way that does not restrict or exclude them from participating in the session with their classmates. 

The Session 
The session will be split into three main parts: 
1. Starter
2. Main Activity
3. Discussion/close
Teachers will be provided, upon booking, an information pack. Some of the items (those relating to the content of the visit) are included within this pack are included at the end of this project as appendices. Some of the tasks will need to be completed before the visit, while the others are optional tasks that can be completed in the museum after the session to expand of what has been covered.
Starter
The aim of the starter is to introduce the students to the museum and what their visit will include. It will provide the basis for the students ongoing exploration on what the museum is, what is in the museum, and how they can use it to investigate their interests. It requires some preliminary work by the teachers at school. As the lesson is 40 minutes, the starter is done in groups as there won’t be enough time for each student to find and present an object, however for a longer session, each student could present a fact each. For a large museum, such as the British Museum, the objects to be found could be centred in a small number of close-together galleries where teachers could more easily spread themselves out amongst the students to supervise them and keep on top of time-keeping. To further speed up the process, teachers could encourage the students to consider their object before the visit (where do they think it may come from? And from which time period?) and to look up a map of the museum online to see which gallery they think they should look in and where it’s located[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  National Curriculum of Wales (History), page 13 – students should be given opportunity to use ICT. While the use of technology may be limited in museums, their websites can often be useful sources of information. ] 


Main Activity
The main activity is designed to introduce the students to a range of objects and to consider them in their historical context in a way that supports the National Curriculum for Wales. Each session can be tailored to include objects that relate to the particular theme being provided; for my lesson plan I have chosen Ancient Rome as this is one of the periods given in the History National Curriculum for Wales as a point of study for Key Stage 2 students. The aim of this activity is to provide students with a knowledge of historical objects that will complement work that they have or will learn in school, whilst also expressing that there is much more that they can learn if they choose to come back to the museum. It is designed in such a way that it should provide additional information in new forms, with which the students should be able to relate it back to the work they have done in school in a way that is appropriate for their age group. 

Discussion/Close
The discussion acts as a way to consolidate the knowledge passed onto the students and give them an opportunity to think about their experience as a whole. From my placement at the RSM I could see how important this stage is; after a few initial questions it led to a conversation between the students and the actress, but also between themselves (you could tell that what they experienced, and as a result what they learnt, was discussed on their way back to school). Students were primarily allowed to lead the direction of the discussion themselves, with guidance from the actress to keep on track, contributing ideas and observations from the session, drawing on previous knowledge from school, and thinking about how to relate the two. The discussion doesn’t need to have a strict structure, though a few pre-prepared questions will help it to not go off topic. If students have questions and a line of discussion that will take a long time to adequately answer in reasonable time, they should be told that maybe they could have a discussion in class with their teacher in school. They (perhaps teachers for much younger students) should also be informed of resources that they can use to find out more information if they want to. 


















Session starter: for studets
	Object 1
	Object 2
	Object 3

	Object 4
	Object 5
	Object 6

	Object 7
	Object 8
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	Object 10
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	Object 13
	Object 14
	Object 15

	Object 16
	Object 17
	Object 18

	Object 19
	Object 20
	Object 21

	Object 22
	Object 23 
	Object 24


Session starter: teacher’s copy
To start the session, the students will do a starter activity. This will involve locating an object within the museum, identifying an interesting fact, then presenting the fact to the class. There is 15 minutes allocated for this activity, so to ensure that no time is wasted you will need to allocate objects to groups before arriving for your session. Groups should be a minimum size of 3 for safety reasons, and ideally a maximum of 4 to encourage all to participate within the group. Provided is a sheet with objects to allocate to students. Below is a teacher’s copy, with locations in the museum provided to allow you to aid your students if they struggle to find their object. Please ensure that the students are aware of and remember their object before they arrive. 
(You can print out and cut up the student’s copy, then put the pieces and allow each group to pick out a random slip with their object on).
We recommend that students bring a notebook and pen with them to write down their chosen fact. 
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	Lesson Plan – Key Stage 2

	Aims and Objectives
To introduce students to the museum and provide a session that complements work done in school according to the National Curriculum
To be able to find objects in the museum
To be able to effectively find information in the museum
To develop skills set out by the National Curriculum for Wales in a new learning environment
	Materials and Resources
Starter kits (teachers)
Paper and pen (students)
Objects for object handling
Worksheets 
Prepared information for each object

	Starter – 15 minutes
Students should have already been sorted into groups by teacher at school. 
Upon arrival, welcome students to museum (to include an overview of what their session will include). 
Tell students that they have 5 minutes to find their object and write down an interesting fact, encouraging them to keep time themselves (Programme of Study for Mathematics, page 7)
When all groups are back, get each to present their chosen fact to the class. Why did they choose it? 

	Main Activity – 15 minutes
To prepare the students for the activity, encourage the children to imagine themselves going back in time. They will be seeing items that relate to childhood through history. 
For this specific 40 minute lesson:
Lead the students to the Ancient Rome gallery. Tell the students to imagine themselves as Roman children. As per the National Curriculum, think about what daily life might have been like at this time. 
Encourage them to look at the objects they pass to immerse themselves in the history.
Upon reaching each chosen object, first ask the students if they can guess what it is? If items are available for object handling, use them. 
Summarise the object: what is it? What was it used for? How old is it? If they have been paying attention to any indications of dates (eg above the door to each gallery, in the example of the British Museum). 
Indicate the different ways that we can learn about an object: the object itself/archaeology, literature. When taking suggestions, remind them that different interpretations can be valid if we are unsure on certain details. 
Take questions from the students, inform them of ways to find out the answers to their questions in the museum. 

	Discussion/Closing – 10 minutes
Sample questions: 
- Do you think life was different for children in the Roman times?
- How was it different?
- Was anything the same? 
- What time period would you prefer to live in?
Encourage students to reflect on what they have learnt and how they learnt it – encourage them to come back and explore other periods of history
Remind teachers of worksheets that were sent to them, and offer any assistance to them and the students if they choose to complete them

	Evaluation
Did the students enjoy the session and feel enthused about the museum and what it can offer them?
Did the students feel that they learnt something new? Could they answer questions about the objects they had seen?
Did they ask questions (learn from enquiry) and seem engaged throughout?
Did the session run smoothly; time, resources, behaviour
What could be improved for next time? Myself, teachers, students?

	Differentiation
Ensure that we are aware of any students that have any particular needs prior to starting so that we can cater for them, ask them if they understand or if they need us to explain it again.
         Do we need to speak/move slower, provide simpler explanations, include more visual aids?
Provide worksheets of varying difficulties 
         Teacher’s should be able to help, but ensure that a member of museum staff is on hand to give advice; 
         “come and find me if you have a question”


Worksheets
The aim of the worksheets is to be an additional activity to the delivered session that the school can choose to carry out in the museum after their session has ended. There will be multiple sheets of varying difficulties, each roughly following the progression of the ‘Attainment Targets’ as set out in the National Curriculum for Wales. Key Stage 2 students are expected to be between levels 2-5. 3 worksheets should be enough to cover the 4 levels; each worksheet would get progressively harder, with an overlap of levels. I was unfortunately unable to make it to the British Museum, or any other museum, to look at their collections and see which might lend themselves to a worksheet activity. I have therefore decided to make a mock-up of the first worksheet, as it can be more easily created with tasks that can be easily applied to any historical theme and information about it. The first, and easiest worksheet, should hopefully be accessible to all students, including SEN students. Due to fact that there are multiple worksheets, it is my thought that even if SEN students struggle with the activities, they can take their time and complete it with the help of a teacher. 
“Level 2. “Pupils show their developing sense of chronology by using terms concerned with the passing of time, by ordering events and objects and by making distinctions between aspects of their own lives and past times. They demonstrate knowledge of aspects of the past and of some of the main events and people they have studied. They are beginning to recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did and that there are different ways of representing the past. They ask and answer questions about the past by making simple observations from historical sources. They are beginning to select, organise and communicate items of information about the past”
The worksheet is designed not only to consolidate knowledge gained in the museum and in school, but to inspire further line of interest by introducing even more objects to the students and facilitate historical enquiry. It will give the students the opportunity to put into practice using the museum to find information and use it for a given purpose. 
Worksheet 1
Find the dates for these events and put them onto the timeline in chronological (date) order:
1. Augustus becomes the first Emperor    2. Julius Caesar goes to Britain   3. Julius Caesar is murdered   4. Christianity becomes official religion of Rome   5. Colosseum is built










Some of the toys played with by Roman children were:
Kites, knucklebones, hoops, war games, and dolls. 
Can you find any of these toys in the museum? Are any of them similar to toys you play with today? 

[image: Image result for grid]
Crossword
Answer these questions about ancient Rome and fill the crossword in with you answers.
Across
1.
2.
3.
Down
1.
2. 
3. 
Curriculum Expectations
I have included a copy of the History National Curriculum for Wales as an appendix (Appendix 1). It includes my notes on what I have tried to include in my lesson plan to hopefully make it clearer. 
I have tried to include as many of the skills that students should be obtaining at Key Stage 2, as well as the opportunities they should be given. It is difficult to provide all of them in one museum session, even a longer one than 40 minutes. What I have tried to demonstrate, is that a museum can provide a different learning environment that can provide, in a supplementary role, many of the criteria set out by the curriculum.  
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