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[bookmark: _Toc79081410][bookmark: _Toc79081472]Introduction 
In this supporting paper, the case study of Family E has been discussed; it will analyse the Risk factors, which will prove that the family is valuable. It will also identify the multiple agencies, policies, recommendations, and their impact on the family E case study.
[bookmark: _Toc79081411][bookmark: _Toc79081473]Why is Family E Valuable?
Family E comprises an alcoholic mother with her two young sons, and she is living currently with her new partner. The boys are young; one is in primary school, and one is in secondary school. Family E is valuable because of the risk factors being analysed by multi agencies. For example, the children were being tortured by mental and emotional abuse by their biological father, and they have witnessed the domestic abuse. In addition, their mother is currently an alcoholic, affecting children's cognitive development and can be the reason for children's anti-social behaviour. After analysing the circumstances, Family E is approved as vulnerable as children, and the mother needs help as soon as possible. 
According to research, children who have been abused during childhood often develop aggressive and bullying behaviour or become prey to bullying (Aluedse, 2006). The family has domestic violence history too, and This can be a threat as it will adversely impact Children's cognitive, physical, behavioural and emotional growth because of domestic abuse. In addition, according to children who suffer from domestic abuse, the scars they have as witnessing domestic abuse contribute the children to repeat the cycle and become an abuser themselves or become victims of domestic abuse. It can affect the children in future; they can do self-harm, blame themselves for the violence, have trouble managing positive relationships, and are less empathic and caring (Cooper, 2008). 
The Children raised in parents with alcohol abuse experienced this family more vulnerable as the children raised in alcoholic families have more child and sexual abuse than non-alcoholic families (Black, steven and Wilder-Padilla, 1986). In addition, when the boys will grow up as adults, they can have more mental health problems. Therefore, the children can be at risk of child neglect, and the threat is that children can go through depression and anxiety because of the constant toxic environment, which can increase the risk for future alcohol abuse. In addition, the children can be in danger as the alcoholic mother can harm them physically and neglect their emotional needs. 
This family has poor wellbeing issues; poverty and poor health putting additional pressure on this family. The pressure can disturb parental mental health and give them difficulties in financial and relationship problems, and often they misuse substances because of the depression and difficulties (Duncan and Brooks-Gunn, 2000). 
In addition, it can indicate to harm parenting behaviours that impact children's outcomes of two young boys. For example, verbal and emotional abuse can lead to children's future failures; it will affect their academic skills, and it can have caused them behaviour issues too (Brendgen et al., 2007). In addition, these issues will affect children's mental health, which is caused children are missing school and have poor attendance issues. That is why this family is vulnerable because of the risk factors they have.
[bookmark: _Toc79081412][bookmark: _Toc79081474]Policies and Recommendations
[bookmark: _Toc79081413][bookmark: _Toc79081475]Domestic Violence Policy
According to domestic violence policy, local authorities must support the victims; it is the government's duty to put children and families in safe accommodations (Ministry of Justice, 2020). 
Recommendation: 
In addition, the government should support the parents through rehabilitation programs, such as the biological father who was abusing his family. As the father has already been offered parenting classes and anger management counselling sessions from children and health services, a safety plan should be made for the children's safety if the children go to father custody. For safety measurement, to make sure children are safe with his father as he already has domestic violence history, a safety check should be done once a week to evaluate children's mental and physical health.
[bookmark: _Toc79081414][bookmark: _Toc79081476]Substance Misuse Policy
According to this Family E circumstances, the Substance misuse policy can occur. As a result, the mother was offered one-on-one therapy sessions, quitting her alcohol habit from the Substance Misuse Agency. In addition, substance misuse agency services can coordinate with other agencies such as National Health Service (NHS) to support the mother to prevent alcoholism habits (Department of Health and Social care, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Toc79081415][bookmark: _Toc79081477]Recommendation:
The decision which is made the children will go to father can give a more traumatic impression on maternal mental health, for avoiding the future hazard and preventing mother to use the substance, the mother should see her boys regularly basis, so the children and mother will not feel apart. Moreover, as the mother not showing interest in the case could be a reason for her mental health, it should be considered a hazard. Therefore, she should be offered some counselling therapy sessions and emotional support.
[bookmark: _Toc79081416][bookmark: _Toc79081478]Child act policy (2006)
According to the policy legislation, local authorities must improve children wellbeing, especially preschool children. Therefore, the Local authorities must ensure that they provide sufficient childcare safeguarding and information to parents and families about the decisions (McAuliffe, Linsey and Fowler, 2006).
Recommendation:
 As the Anti-Social Behaviour Team, Children's Services, and the Youth Inclusion and Support Panel were already involved in this case; the decision to send them back to their abusive father was still wrong.  As the children were already very disturbed, they can have more mental trauma with their father too. Therefore, they should ask children to consent to which parent they want to live with to make better choices for boys' safety and better mental health.
[bookmark: _Toc79081417][bookmark: _Toc79081479]Conclusion
The Family E case study was investigated; it showed that the children and mother had a history of domestic abuse, and their biological father had abused children. However, the court decided to send children back to their father because of the mother alcoholism problem and lack of interest.  After analysing the issues and errors, the main conclusion came from the policies and recommendations. The children should not send to the father again as it could be more traumatised for them; the mother should have one-to-one therapy support for improving her mental health; separating her children from her can be riskier for her wellbeing.
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