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	My Targets 
	How I have improved throughout the assignment 

	Target 1 
	To introduce more criticality within your response by synthesising literature and outcomes by including counter arguments as well as supportive views.
	I have included more supportive views and critical analysis within this assignment. 

	Target 2 
	Engage with an even wider range of literature and double-check your referencing technique for accuracy. Please see the Harvard referencing handbook here: Referencing handbooks | UWTSD Intranet along with information in the Info Skills section of the library’s webpages to find out more about searching for relevant literature.
	I have used the Harvard referencing guide throughout this assignment to improve the accuracy of my reference list. 




Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material.

Introduction 
Integrated within the curriculum for Wales is a Cross-curricular skills framework, that discusses the 3 mandatory skills (Welsh Government, 2022). These are known as digital competence, literacy, and numeracy. Each of these mandatory skills are vital areas of development for children and are expected to be taught in all areas across the curriculum and should also be included within every lesson where possible. In order to provide practitioners with further support and information on these 3 specific areas of learning, the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) and the Digital Competence Framework (DCF) have been updated to include further detail to ensure the children’s progression throughout the school. 
Within the book ‘Cross-curricular learning’ written by Jonathan Barnes, he stated that cross- curricular learning means that ‘when the skills, knowledge, and attitudes of a number of different disciplines are applied to a single experience’ (Barnes, J. 2015). Similarly, the Research Gate website explains that ‘cross-curricular learning occurs when ideas from one subject are used to. enhance learning in another.’ (Research Gate, 2015). From my understanding prior to and after completing research, I believe cross-curricular learning to be the act of creating lessons for your pupils that include many different Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLEs) across the curriculum, in order to encourage their development in multiple subject areas at the same time. This is also something that I have had the privilege of witnessing during lessons I have observed within my bridging experiences and enrichment days when visiting my placement school. 
A cross-curricular approach to learning can benefit children and their development in multiple ways, some of which can include giving pupils the ability to form connections between subjects, creating a deeper understanding and knowledge. Another benefit to cross-curricular learning is that lessons become more exciting for children when they are connected with something that they enjoy and understand and provide them with a real-life perspective on different areas of learning and experience that they may not have thought of before. For example, some children may find a particular such as English or Maths hard and difficult to understand, teachers should then provide their learning with other ways to help them understand such as singing songs about the topics or creating a digital poster that is clear to read (Weinstein, A. 2021). 
On the other hand, teaching through a cross-curricular approach may become confusing for some pupils who find it difficult to develop multiple skills at one time. Children who experience Additional Learning Needs could also find this difficult and some lessons will become less structured and confusing when following this approach to learning. Teachers are expected to put the child in the centre of their learning needs in line with the Additional Learning Needs Code and Regulations, meaning that the learning process should be adapted to their individual needs, in order to create the best outcomes for that child, even if this does not follow a cross-curricular approach (Welsh Government, 2021).
Possible challenges to the lesson I have planned in line with the the Cross-curricular skills framework could be the number of pupils within the classroom, not having the adequate resources to complete the task in the way that was planned, and not having the support of teaching assistants that would be able to complete tasks with the other children when waiting for their turn. Not having the correct staff to pupil ratio would cause the lesson to be postponed to another day when this was not the case or cover was available. 
Main Body 
The resource that I have created (Show in appendix A) is a jigsaw puzzle, that will encourage the children’s development through multiple areas of learning and experience stated in the Curriculum for Wales. As my lesson plan briefly explains, my resource will be used as a task for 4 groups within the classroom, meaning that around 6 pupils will be participating at one time. 
I have planned for the groups to be mixed ability, as this will benefit all of the student, particularly the lower ability pupils within the classroom to encourage their development and contribution when completing the task. By doing this, the attainment gap between the higher ability and lower ability children will be significantly reduced following the Assessment for Learning strategy. The strategy is used to develop a student’s performance and encourages them to ‘become more involved in the learning process and from this gain confidence in what they are expected to learn and to what standard’ (Cambridge Assessment, 2018). The Assessment for Learning Strategy also relates to the 7th pedagogical principle ‘means employing assessment for learning principles’ (Welsh Government, 2022).
Using mixed ability groups also supports Lev Vygotsky’s More Knowledgeable Other (MKO) theory as he believes that children learn best from social interactions from others their own age.  The meaning of a ‘More Knowledgeable Other’ is someone who has a larger understanding of a subject than another, by using mixed ability groups the pupils who have a lower understanding are highly likely to learn further information from the pupils with a higher understanding of the areas of learning and experience (McLeod, S. 2024). 
I have planned to undertake the task as an outdoor activity, if the weather is appropriate, to give the pupils an opportunity to explore different stimulating environments and have a chance to learn outside of the classroom (Early Years Network, 2023). 
Each piece of the jigsaw puzzle will be hidden around the area that the activity will be taking place, this will be the school hall, the outdoor learning space, or in the classroom, and each group of children will have to find each of the pieces and work as a team to put them together correctly to reveal the completed picture. This will be the book ‘The Selfish Giant’ due to it being the school’s topic for this term. After this, there will be a teacher led discussion to ensure that each of the children are engaging, about what they are able to see on the front cover, what colours can they see, how many different colours can they can see, what they think the word ‘selfish’ means and if it’s a good or bad quality to have and why, and also what shapes are they able to find in the picture.  Each of these questions will be asked by the teacher to stimulate a conversation with each of the children individually, and as a group, in order to develop their communication skills. 
The lesson I have created around the resource relates to the 12 pedagogical principles that have been created by the Welsh Government that are included in the Curriculum for Wales. The principles that the resource links to are principle 4, ‘means employing a blend of approaches including those that promote problem-solving, creative and critical thinking’ as the children are expected to use their problem-solving skills in order to find each of the pieces, and also place them together to create the final image. Another principle that this lessor relates to is number 9 ‘regularly reinforces the cross-curricular skills of literacy, numeracy and digital competence, and provides opportunities to practise them’ due to it being a lesson planned specifically to include cross-curricular skills, closely followed by the Cross-curricular skills framework. The final pedagogical principle that the resource and lesson plan relate to is the last. Number 12 reads ‘encourages collaboration’ and this confides with the activity as it encourages the children to work together to complete the task effectively through communication and a collaborative effort (Welsh Government, 2022).  Along with the 12 principles, the resource and lesson plan that I have created also relate to the 4 purposes stated within the curriculum for Wales. The task motivates the children to want to learn more about each area of learning and experience that are included within the lesson, these are language, literacy, and communication, mathematics, physical education, and multiple skills such as developing teamwork, gross motor skills, critical thinking, and communication. The purpose that I believe the activity relates to the most is supporting children to become ‘Ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives’ due to the motivation and experiences that the activity provides (Welsh Government, 2022). 

Cross-curricular learning has multiple positive attributes and provides the children you are teaching with many different experiences, however, can also create a lot of confusion and contradiction for staff. Each member of staff within a school will interpret topics and subject knowledge differently. This along with having to link many areas of learning and experience into one lesson can possibly create confusion and place pressure on staff, developing more stress and difficulty for them. Some teachers are beginning to lose their passion for the job due to the increase in the amount of workload hat they are being provided with, including making changes due to the most recent development of the Curriculum for Wales. An article produced by the teacher’s union explains that half of the teachers that were asked stated that the workload that they are currently experiencing has negatively affected their mental and physical health, and also the way that they are able to teach (NASWUT, 2024). Another example of a challenge that affect a teacher’s ability to implement cross-curricular learning to their lesson plans is current budget cuts and a lack of funding within primary schools in Wales. Due to this issue, many educators are not able to provide their students with the resources needed to deliver the lessons that will aid their development adequately. This also places a strain on providing the children within the classroom with opportunities to complete their learning experiences outside of the classroom, such as going on educational trips (Welsh Government, 2022). 

In opposition to this, the opportunities that are provided to children through cross-curricular learning impact their development vastly. These can involve allowing them to make connections between many different subject areas including Literacy, Numeracy, and Digital Competence. Secondly, children are seen to be more motivated to learn when learning through a cross-curricular approach, and will also develop their initiative, creativity, and innovation skills, leading to the pupils becoming more independent. Finally, the pupils are more likely to retain information and have the ability to apply their knowledge and understanding to other subjects when being taught lessons that relate to other subjects that they have had before (Minero, E. 2016). 
Conclusion 
In conclusion to this essay, I have learned many different factors that affect a cross-curricular teaching style that I will take into account within my placement and future teaching practice when qualified. Prior to the completion of this essay, I was unaware of the challenges involved with cross-curricular learning due to it being a newer teaching style. However, in my opinion, I believe that the opportunities that it will provide to the children I am teaching out way the challenges meaning it to be a beneficial teaching style overall. I am looking forward to applying my knowledge to the lesson plans I will be creating when completing my first placement. I have created this lesson with the freedom to make it more difficult if needed, this would be creating the jigsaw puzzle with more pieces, making it harder to find, using a larger space to hide the pieces in, and encouraging the children to piece together the jigsaw independently, this also relates to the progression steps linked to the curriculum for Wales. I have also thought of future lessons relating to the one I have just created. An example for this is to give the pupils the task to create their own book cover on iPads, developing their digital competence skills. I plan to use the professional standards document displayed on the Welsh government website to achieve my main targets when on placement, these are to work collaboratively with the teaching staff in the school to improve my practice and ensure I am providing the children I am teaching with adequate skills and knowledge to ensure their holistic development, and also to use a variety of different teaching techniques through the support of my class mentor to develop the pest practice possible for the children I will be teaching now and in future practice (Welsh Government, 2019). 
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Firstly, pupils need to find each of the pieces of jigsaw hidden around the classroom/school yard (weather dependent) to be
able to continue with the activity successfully.

Children need to demonstrate the ability to communicate and work as a team to complete the jigsaw, revealing the front
cover of the book ‘The Selfish Giant’, chosen for the focus topic of the term (support from class teacher or teaching assistant
tobe given if necessary).

Learners should discuss as a team with class teacher what they can see on the front cover of the book (visible from the jigsaw
that they have just put together), what the book might be about, and what being selfish means to them. Teacher to ask
encouraging questions such as ‘what does it mean to be selfish? ‘What else can you see on the cover? ‘What colours can you
see?” etc. This will ensure all learners are communicating and participating during the lesson.

Children may not know the meaning of being selfish, this should be explained to them during the discussion towards the end
of the lesson if this is the case.

Children may not find each piece of the jigsaw created, so class teacher will make note of where each of the pieces are and
should provide children with clues to where the missing pieces are before telling them to encourage independence and
curiosity. Pieces should be large (part of A3 Picture) and should be hidden with a part of each piece in clear view.

Children may struggle to become motivated to communicate in discussion. Encouraging questions should be asked to pupils
by class teacher to initiate discussion and shows pupils understanding.
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