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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:


The incident to which this essay will be based around is a Domestic assault which happened between a couple who have been married for over 30 years. The couple were not known to the police with this being the first incident that has ever been reported. 

The initial call was a neighbour could hear shouting from the house and a female say, “please stop”. On arrival officers went and spoke with the reporting person, the neighbour, who states she hears noises often but has never felt the need to ring 999 until today. Officers then went round to next door. 

They were greeted by a friendly gentleman who stated he just had the television on too loud and he was watching a film. Officers asked who else lived in the house and he told them it was just him and his wife. When asking where his wife was the gentleman got all defensive and stated she was out shopping. Officers asked if they could have a look around the house as there was obvious signs of a disturbance. The gentleman then started raising his voice and becoming verbally and physically aggressive towards officers. 

He was calmed down and as one officer stayed with him the other went and looked around the house. Upstairs was a female who identified herself as his wife. She had a black eye and a bloody nose; female would not tell the officer how this had happened to her. The officer went downstairs and expressed their concerns, the male was then arrested on suspicion of assault and conveyed to custody. 
As the male was now out of the house, on officer stayed with the female. They spoke about other things and tried to build a rapport with the female who then opened up about what had happened. 

She told officers about this incident and multiple previous incident that had happened. She was not allowed a mobile phone; she was not allowed to see her friends and family and he has CCTV inside and outside the house. The female could see nothing wrong with this as she thought he was just being ‘protective’ but the officer explained that she may also be the victim of controlling and coercive behaviour.  

A Domestic abuse, stalking, harassment, and honour-based violence assessment (DASH) was completed with the female who answered YES to majority of the questions. This was then graded a High-Risk case. 


Due to the nature of the incidents that was disclosed the instead of given a statement the female took part in a ABE interview, which is more of a evidential conversation.

A Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) also took place which helps agencies work together to give the best possible care to the victim. 

The female is now living out of area with support from various victim care agencies. The Male was not aware of anything that he had done was wrong, he genuinely believed that she was his wife therefore his ‘property’ and he could do what he wanted with her. He has been given conditions where he is not allowed to see her or speak with her, and he is not allowed to know where she is.  

The first approached used by the police in this incident when dealing with the victim was to complete a DASH with them. A DASH is usually made up of around 30 questions which are used to identify, assess, and manage risk, any ‘YES’ answers on the DASH will need an explanation and if there are 14 yes ticks this usually puts the victim at high risk. Any high-risk DASH will need a MARAC referral. (Norfolk County Council, Online, 2022)

A DASH is a good tool to use to determine risk to a victim, but it can rely sometimes on the professional judgement of the officer completing it for the victim. Cambridgeshire & Peterborough, Domestic Abuse & Sexual Violence Partnership (Online, No Date) state how even if the number of yes ticks on a victim’s DASH are below high risk if the officer deems so by using their profession judgement, they can still push it through to MARAC as high risk, this can be based on worries about the vulnerability of the victim or, if the offender is showing escalation of abuse. 

Domestic Abuse Services, (Online, 2022) explains MARAC as “regular meeting where agencies discuss high risk domestic abuse cases, and together develop a safety plan for the victim and his or her children.” The Victim does not attend the meeting or doesn’t have to consent to the meeting as their safety if the main priority, the victim will be informed of the outcome. The offender is not informed that the meeting will be taking place or the outcome of it.
All cases that go though MARAC are different and require different outcomes to which they believe will work best for the victim. Safe Lives (Online, 2014) explain what support some of the agencies involved can provide for support for the victim. An example of these are. 
· Police can give the victim target hardening, panic alarms and, take further actions against the perpetrator 
· Health – awareness to health professionals around injuries sustained, ensure the victim is seen alone not with the offender. 
· IDVA – the bridge between MARAC and the victim, feeding back the information and supporting them though decisions. 
· Housing – finding alternative accommodation, refuge, safety devices and benefits to help with bills. 


How effective is MARAC, According to Safe Lives (Online, 2014) up to 60% of domestic abuse victims report no further violence. But it does go on to state how it is possible that if the victim is taking steps to leave or has left the offender this is the most dangerous time for them. This will then be up to the agencies like the Police or IDVA to keep contact and support with the victim and tailor a safety plan which works best for them. now information is being shared this can also be a risk of the offender finding out again, this is when a greater level of support should be put into place. Its vital that the victims have trust in the process as “The MARAC process itself can be a transformative experience for victims, enabling many families to be liberated from prolonged and severe” (Safe Lives, Online, 2014)

Using this information within the incident above. The MARAC meeting for the victim could’ve put the safety plan in place. Police could apply on retaining orders for consideration when the case goes to court, they could apply for a remand of the offender or bail conditions for him not to contact or go near her. Health could be made aware and provide her with assessments and health checks to ensure she has no lasting injuries. IDVA would stay in contact to feed back information to and on behalf of the victim. Housing could provide the female alternative accommodation or refuge fitted with safety features and benefits to help towards mothing bills and living. 

ASU (2022) explains why repeat victimisation occurs and what can be done to protect victims from this. They state how the victim may no know that a crime is taking place, thus leaving them vulnerable for further offences to be committed towards them. if the offender is aware of the victims reliant on them, as in the incident given at the start, they can easily be able to take advantage of the victim and get away with it without anyone knowing. 

ASU (2022) provides information from protection from repeat victimisation which is like the outcomes of the MARAC referral. Looking out for signs of repeat victimisation, in the incident above this may be the victim suddenly stop engaging with agencies and is back in contact with the offender. Target hardening which can be supported by the police. Finally, educating victims so they are aware that they have been a victim and what are the tell-tale signs of abuse to look out for in the future. Make victims aware of schemes such as Clare’s Law. 

West Yorkshire Police (2022) explain Clare’s Law as a way that police forces are allowed to disclose information to a potential victim if they are having concerns about their current partner regarding domestic abuse. This can also be a third-party referral, but the information is only discussed with the potential victim. 

The female in this incident may possibly have benefited from a Clare’s Law but if her husband had not offended in the past before her then nothing would’ve come from it. This would be beneficial if the offender gets into another relationship, then his future partners can be made aware of his past of offending, and they can then be protected as they may also possibly be at risk of future abuse. 

It cannot be just left up to the victim to stop reoffending. Gov.com (2018) explain offender behaviour programmes and intervention which aim to change the thinking, attitudes and behaviours which lead to people reoffending. They encourage goals for the future which are designed for the offender to learn now pro-social skills e.g., managing relationships or problem solving. This is believed to help reoffending as it shifts the focus of the offender onto doing something more proactive. 

In the case of the incident above the gentleman would benefit from education to try and make him understand where he is going wrong and see the error of his ways. The male in the incident did not see anything he had done as wrong so just having bail conditions will not be enough of a deterrent. The offender would benefit from education to why his actions are wrong and to learn new skills to prevent this behaviour going forward. 

The outcome of the incident seems to be adequate when looking at all the research. The Male was arrested and bailed with conditions to not contact her or attend her address. There was no support to remand even though officers filled out the application due to there being a risk he may offend on bail. The female willingly moved to a safe address unknown to the offender, and she is accepting help given to her and staying in contact with agencies. On the police systems there has been Flags and Warning Markers put on those involved so if there are any further calls every officer will know the background. The female may now benefit from further support from outside agencies like Victim support, who are able to help after the court case.

Further help can be given afterwards to victims such as Victim Support (online, No Date) as they can support victims up to years after. They will support victims if they have had police involvement or not. They can provide victims with specialist caseworkers and IDVA’s. They can put you in touch with the best agency to help and they let the victim decide on what support they would benefit form the most. 
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Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 


Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 





                                        Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 

The incident to which this essay will be based around was a one car road traffic collision. The call came in from a third party stating they had heard a big crash and looked out their window and could see a mini cooper crashed into a wall on fire. As an initial response officer, it was an emergency grading, so it was a blue light response. 

On route to the incident the officer collected all given information, such as the vehicle registration, and asked the control room to run checks on the vehicle and try as ascertaining the drivers’ details. All this information was fed back, and the vehicle was fully insured and legal to be on the road. The vehicle was registered to a female but it is not certain that this is the person that is driving the car.

On arrival officers assess the scene, identifying the main risks and going to deal with the main vulnerability. Assessing the risks at the scene to ensure safety of officer and others around. Ask for assistance from other emergency services. Help those most in need, and secure and preserve evidence. 

 In this incident Fire were already there and had put the fire on the car out. The driver of the car had been dragged out by the public and left at a distance away from the vehicle. The driver had an open fracture to his leg, and he was unconscious. Officers tied a bandage higher up the leg to stop the bleeding then made sure an ambulance had been called. Officers put the driver into the recovery position to ensure they were kept as safe as possible until medics arrived.
The officer searched the driver to see if there was any ID of who the driver was. Officer then managed to find a wallet which had a driving licence linked to the driver and his information was passed over to control room. While waiting for ambulance other officers arrived and were told to preserve the scene and keep the public at a safe distance. 

Officers then ran checks on the driver, and it turned out the driver was not the registered owner or insured on the vehicle and he was disqualified from driving due to previous driving offences. 

Once ambulance had taken over with the driver the scene was preserved, and witness’s spoken to so it could be ascertained how the crash had happened. When gathering intelligence from witnesses it seems the driver was breaking the speed limit and lost control of his vehicle. Looking around the scene and in the vehicle, there was empty bottle of vodka that indicates drink driving too, but this was never confirmed.

This information was passed onto the crash investigation team when they arrived, and they agreed that seems reasonable for the driver to have been speeding but to skid marks left on the tarmac and the distance the vehicle had travelled. 

After the scene preservation had ended and the vehicle had been removed recommendations were sent into the council. Due to the driver having life changing injuries and the number of collisions that have happened on the same road there are now traffic calming measure which have been put in place. The road policing units will also patrol the area to show a presence which is a good way of preventing anti-social driving or driving offences. 

The driver has since recovered and been charged and given a fine for driving disqualified and with no insurance. 

To try and ensure road users safety and prevent an incident like the example above happening the NPCC have set out a roads policing strategy. The strategy is designed around these four pillars.

“Prevent harm and save lives
tackle crime on our roads
explore the challenges and benefits of new technology
changing minds”
(Police.uk online, 2022)

Police.uk (online, 2022) NPCC road policing strategy goes in and explains all four pillars. The first one being Prevent Harm and Save Lives. This pillar explains about how preventable most road deaths are. The pillar is in place as it states preventing harm includes preventing offending, the roads should be safe for all users and the right education can prevent re-offending and ensure road safety. Use of powers of police in accordance with the law will also be used to prevent harm and save lives. 

The incident above was very preventable and lucky that there was no one else involved. The driver was not legal to be on the road even though the car was, this could fool some officers as if only a registration check was done and not a person checks there would’ve been no offences committed. Upping patrols in the area and organising operations which can help tackle to get drivers like this off the roads would help as a deterrent. Also, given drivers who continuously break the law with the same or similar offences higher fines or prison time would also help stop reoffending. 

The second pillar on the NPCC road police strategy 2022 (online) is to Tackle crime on our roads. This pillar focuses on targeting those who break the law on the roads. This includes addressing those whose crimes cause the most harm on the roads. These crimes are known as the Fatal 5. Cheshire Constabulary (online, 2022) explain the Fatal 5 as the five main contributing factors that cause a serious collision, these are.
· Careless driving
· Drink and drug driving
· Not wearing a seatbelt
· Using a mobile phone
· Speeding

This strongly indicates that by targeting these there may be a drop in serious collisions. 

Within the incident parts of the Fatal 5 was evident, speeding, drinking and careless driving. If the strategy can tackle this, then it would’ve made a different in the incident and could have possible prevented it. 

Devon and Cornwall Police (2022, Online) state that 98% of collisions are caused by human error, this leaves only 2% to be unavoidable. Delving into the three out of the fatal five which were highlighted in the incident above there are ways in which it is avoidable. 

Speeding – know the speed limits and look out for signs, use lower gears to help control speed, and check speedometer regularly.

Alcohol – legal Alcohol limits are 
· [bookmark: four]80 milligrams of alcohol for every 100 millilitres of blood in your body
· 35 micrograms of alcohol for every 100 millilitres of breath
· 107 micrograms of alcohol for every 100 millilitres of urine
[bookmark: five]Careless driving – driving inconsiderately and careless, this is shown by the speeding and drinking. 
(Devon and Cornwall Police 2022, Online)

The next pillar of the NPCC road police strategy 2022 is explore the challenges and benefits of new technology (Police.uk Online 2022). This pillar relates to new challenges such as electric vehicles, e-scooters and e-bikes. With new technology comes new challenges that will have to be overcome. The pillar states it can overcome this by

 “Vehicles that can be limited to certain speeds, or that can communicate with each other in order to avoid collisions, or reduce congestion, are becoming increasingly common on our road network, along with vehicles and technologies that limit their impact on the environment.” (Police.uk Online, 2022)

This all seems like a good idea, but it would not have made a difference within the incident above. This pillar will only make a difference when all cars on the road are electric or have newer technology. Even of the cars can be limited a person can still drive it dangerously and recklessly which is then a risk of harm. This again links back to the fatal five. Technology can be distracting for road users when driving so having too many gadgets within new cars may be worse than better. The use of these will need to be limited as like with mobile phone are now. 

The last pillar in the strategy is Changing Minds (Police.uk Online 2022). Road users need to take person responsibility. If road users abide by the laws of the road then it reduces the chances of major harm and risk. By breaking the law on the roads offenders can also become victims of their own crimes. Education towards this can encourage positive changes. 

The incident above is a prime example of a person becoming a victim of their own crime. The driver now must live with his life changing injuries when if he didn’t break the law this would not have happened. 

When a person speeds within certain limits they are given a speed awareness course. If as well as a fine the offenders could choose to take courses for things like using a mobile phone this may educate them and make them understand the risk they are taking, not just to them selves but to other road users.

In the centre of the pillars is Policing our roads together (Police.uk Online 2022). The public is what road safety is reliant on. when appropriate they can assist police on the roads. They can do this by, submitting dashcam footage, community speed watch but most important abiding by the laws.

The main way officer can prevent road offences from taking place is by stopping vehicles. As in the incident above if an officer was to pull the driver over prior to the collision then the vehicle would have been taken off him and the incident avoided. 

Section 4 of the Police and Criminal Evidence act gives officers the power to stop a vehicle he or she believes the vehicle is carrying 

“(a)     a person who has committed an offence other than a road traffic offence or a [vehicle] excise offence;
(b)     a person who is a witness to such an offence.
(c)     a person intending to commit such an offence; or
(d)     a person who is unlawfully at large.”
(LexisNexis, online, no date) 

using powers like this will assist officers in being able to stop incidents before they occur.

Overall, when reviewing the strategy that the NPCC has put in place against the incident that had occurred, it seems that if the steps are implemented then the incident could have been avoided. If more stops are conducted by officers, then more drivers who are committing crimes would be caught and their vehicle would them be off the roads. With more offenders off the roads, it makes them a safer place for law abiding road users. 
Police can also work with agencies like local authorities to implement traffic calming measures such as islands in the middle of the roads, speed bumps and better lighting in areas. All this will help stop offending and antisocial driving. 

Finally, as discussed earlier, road users can assist police with continuing to report all road offences like knowing someone doesn’t have a licence and is driving, seeing someone having drinks at a pub then driving home and, reporting someone using dashcam footage of dangerous or careless driving. All this assists’ officers with making the roads safer and lowing the risk of future incidents. 
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