200 Word Story of the conflict Between the Centaurs and Lapiths
The centaurs and Lapiths had never been on good terms with one another. Their different natures conflicted with one another. In an act of good will, the Lapiths invited the centaurs to a wedding which was taking place in their city[footnoteRef:1]. Whilst the Lapiths had decided to put the differences between the two races behind them in order to act civilised, the centaurs rejected this notion. Instead, the barbaric centaurs ruined the wedding ceremony by becoming far too drunk and, as a result of such, created a frenzy[footnoteRef:2]. It was said that because of the fact that the wine was a beverage for humans that they were overly affected and fell into a Bacchic frenzy[footnoteRef:3]. They tried to steal the bride and the other women, attempting to cart them back off to their home[footnoteRef:4]. The Lapiths had to do something and, as such, they took arms, fighting for what was theirs. The havoc which the centaurs had caused cost both sides many lives. However, in the end, the civilised Lapiths triumphed over the barbaric Centaurs, reclaiming their women and banishing the Centaurs from their land[footnoteRef:5].  [1:  ISOCRATES. Discourses 10, Helen. 75]  [2:  Griffiths, A.H. 2014. Centaurs]  [3:  Griffiths, A.H. 2014. Centaurs]  [4:  Griffiths, A.H. 2014. Centaurs]  [5:  ISOCRATES. Discourses 10, Helen. 75] 
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300 Word Explanation to Accompany the Myth 
To understand whether Athenian mores are being subverted or supported in the myth of the Lapiths versus the Centaurs, one has to look at the meaning behind the myth and what it is trying to show. As such, this essay will argue on whether the myth is attempting to support or subvert the Athenian mores by exploring the customs and traditions which are being used to tell the tale.
The subversion of Athenian mores by the centaurs is linked with the point that is being conveyed by the story. The myth is trying to convey how important Xenia is within Athenian customs[footnoteRef:6]. In ancient Greece, it was customary for anyone who is a guest in someone else’s household to uphold the custom of Xenia which meant that they were to be polite in the household[footnoteRef:7]. As such, by drinking excessively and causing the chaos[footnoteRef:8], the centaurs are showing their disregard of the custom of Xenia. This representation of barbarians through the centaur’s links to the Athenian view on outsiders[footnoteRef:9]. This links with the actions of the Persians during the Persian war and how the Athenians developed a ‘them and us’ mindset, setting them apart from other cultures and declaring them the Other[footnoteRef:10]. The comparison between the way the centaurs act[footnoteRef:11] serves as a metaphor for the clash of the civilised verses barbaric[footnoteRef:12]. [6:  Peck, H.T. 1898. Hospitum 2.]  [7:  Peck, H.T. 1898. Hospitum 2.]  [8:  Griffiths, A.H. 2014. Centaurs]  [9:  Huang, Y., 2010. 557]  [10:  Huang, Y., 2010. 558]  [11:  Huang, Y., 2010. 557]  [12:  Huang, Y., 2010. 557] 

In conclusion, the myth subverts the views that the Greeks have on xenia through the centaurs who are barbaric and nature. Because they are considered the Other, it means they do not hold the same customs as the Lapiths, hence their behaviour in another household. However, the Lapiths support the mores by showing civilised qualities. This is why the myths usage on the Parthenon is relatable to the sensibilities of Athenians.
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