Student Number- 1907202                                                                                                      Word Count- 961
                                                History and Theory 1				
                                 Architecture in your home town- Cardiff
 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]Diversity is an ever-growing part of our society; ethnicity, culture, religion, identity. Why stop there? Why not have diversity within the buildings that fill the cities that we live in? A city filled with the same high-rise building can be visually unappealing, but one with castle remnants next to a beautifully constructed stadium which is next to a corner shop? Well, that’s called character. 												The Senedd building is placed in Cardiff Bay overlooking the marina and is next to another important building The Pierhead. It was designed by Roger Harbour architects partnering with Ivan Harbour and Andrew Morris and was built between 1998 and 2005[footnoteRef:1]. The main concept for the project was openness, this was achieved by layering the closed off office spaces and having cut outs in the walls to allow natural light in.  [1:  Harbour, R. (2020). National Assembly for Wales - Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners. [online] Rsh-p.com. Available at: https://www.rsh-p.com/projects/national-assembly-for-wales/ [Accessed 18 Jan. 2020].] 

[footnoteRef:2] The Senedd                                                                                 [footnoteRef:3] Cardiff Castle [2:  The Senedd. (2016). [image] Available at: https://www.assembly.wales/en/newhome/pages/newsitem.aspx?itemid=1557&assembly=4 [Accessed 19 Jan. 2020].]  [3:  Cardiff Castle. (n.d.). [image] Available at: https://www.hitched.co.uk/wedding-venues/cardiff-castle_263.htm [Accessed 19 Jan. 2020].] 

 Cardiff Castle is nestled in the centre of the city surrounded by urban buildings and the adjoining Bute Park. As expected the castle has a long history, around 2000 years. Originally being a Roman fort, later a Norman keep, passed onto many noble families and eventually in 1866 William Burges transformed the castle creating unique interior spaces. Each room had a different theme, featuring Arabian, Italian and Mediterranean inspirations [footnoteRef:4]. The castle was gifted to the city after the death of the 4th Marquess of Bute and has been open to the public as a tourist attraction ever since. In terms of history both buildings tell as vastly different story. The Senedd is clearly a modern design with clean open elements, whereas the castle is gothic with more closed off private sections. 									The original plans and sections for the Senedd are available on the architect’s website which are featured below. [4:  Cardiffcastle.com. (n.d.). About the Castle. [online] Available at: https://www.cardiffcastle.com/about-the-castle/ [Accessed 18 Jan. 2020].] 

[footnoteRef:5][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ] Roger Harbour plans and sections. [5:  Plans and sections. (n.d.). [image] Available at: https://www.rsh-p.com/projects/national-assembly-for-wales/ [Accessed 18 Jan. 2020].] 

From just looking at the designs it is clear that the building is modern contemporary. The sweeping feature of the roof combined with the glass panels encompassing the building makes for some interesting plans. The importance of how the building sits in the surrounding landscape is apparent in these drawings. The Pierhead building can be seen in the background of two of these plans, this shows that it was a key feature for the architects to consider, making sure not to block it off from the view. Drawings for Cardiff Castle were harder to come by, below is an artist’s architectural style drawing of the face of the castle.
[image: ]



	[footnoteRef:6] Katherine Jones Castle drawings. [6:  Jones, K. (n.d.). Cardiff Castle drawings. [image] Available at: https://www.katherinemgjones.com/store/p24/Cardiff-Castle.html [Accessed 18 Jan. 2020].] 

The gothic style of the Castle can be seen in the drawings, featuring spurs and a polygonal gate tower. The differences between the plans shows off the building’s individual personalities and styles, each showing what is important to the building and how it features within the surrounding landscape. The Senedd allows close by buildings to be a part of its view whereas the castle is an enclosed feature within the city. As a key piece of history for Cardiff, the castle doesn’t need to feature any of its surroundings, the surroundings feature it. 	                                  										The Senedd was constructed using a number of natural and locally sourced materials, this includes welsh slate, timber and stone. The way the large bell is designed allows natural light to penetrate the debating chamber that lies underneath the structure, this is done by using aluminium rings and a suspended mirror within the bell. The Castle was built using stone for the vast majority of the walls, with lots of wooden accents for the interior[footnoteRef:7]. The interior is highly decorated with intricate paintings on the walls and ceilings, vaulted ceilings and gold details in every room. Each building has its clear design aesthetic, this difference is mainly due to the time periods each building were constructed in. The castle is filled with colour and there is something happening on every wall you come across. Whereas the Senedd building uses the materials in a modern, clean and spacious way. The design focus in each case is telling of the time period, the main focus for the castle was to emit grandeur and decadence and the senedd’s aim is to be as ecologically sound as possible harnessing light in creative ways. 										Designed as both a public building and space for meetings of importance, the Senedd succeeds to accommodate both needs. The building is large and spacious which is inviting for the public, there is a café and various seating areas. The private meeting areas even have windows so that the public can be a part of important meetings. The castle was previously privately owned but is now open to the public, offering tours and often hosting big events such as concerts. As a historical building its main purpose now is to tell its history to the public who visit. Although people visit each building for very different reasons, they have their public building status in common. They allow the public to come see the wonderful architecture and let families plan a day out together. 				Living in Cardiff is such a pleasure, being lucky enough to write an essay on two incredible buildings and still having a handful more to explore is really something you can’t say for many other places. The history of Cardiff is shown by having a castle smack bang in the centre and heart of the city. Having buildings then grow around it showing different types and styles of architecture through the years, finally reaching out to Cardiff Bay where the highly modern Senedd stands. Studying these buildings has opened up a lot of respect and understanding about the importance of diversity within a city. A beautiful city displays all kinds of architecture, historic buildings and styles influenced by different countries and cultures. The next move is to explore further into the country, to discover what architectural developments have been made within smaller rural areas to discover if it’s only cities that have diversity.								 [7:  Ancient and medieval architecture. (n.d.). Cardiff - castle - Ancient and medieval architecture. [online] Available at: https://medievalheritage.eu/en/main-page/heritage/wales/cardiff-castle/ [Accessed 18 Jan. 2020].] 
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