History and Historians Handbook
Welcome to History & Historians. 
In this handbook you will find
· details of the aims, objectives, and learning outcomes of the module; 
· a list of sessions, with a brief description of what we will be doing in individual sessions; 
· information about methods of assessment and essay questions; 
· a reading list (bibliography); 
· a guide to our assessment criteria.
Please look through this material carefully, and use it for reference throughout the module. If there is anything which is not clear to you, then please do not hesitate to ask.
Aims, Objectives, Outcomes
This module explores the history of historical writing. We start with the ‘Carolingian Renaissance’ biographies of Charlemagne, and move through the different sorts of historical and biographical writing produced in the Middle Ages. We end with considering our own views of medieval history as shaped by modern historical fiction. The module will introduce you to a range of sources and investigate how we go about interpreting them. 
By the end of this module you should be able to demonstrate a knowledge of historical and historiographical concepts and use primary and secondary historical material effectively.
Teaching
If you have any queries about this module please do not hesitate to ask for help. You can e-mail me at
h.webster@uwtsd.ac.uk
You can always have a word with me before or after a class. E-mail if you want to arrange a separate meeting. 
The course comprises ten lecture/seminars of (roughly) two hours.
You will find all the materials – reading lists, class notes, power-points and so forth on the Moodle page. These will change and develop throughout the semester so you will need to check the page regularly. 


Sessions
1) Rise of Secular Histories 
Concentrating on two biographies of Charlemagne, this session looks at the backgrounds and inspirations for historical writing.

2) Hagiography as History 
Hagiography – biographies of saints – was not just historical but could be a literary campaign. When and why does panegyric become panegyric-plus?! Examining two saintly kings could help us answer that.

3) Crusading History 
To a greater or lesser extent (it’s a moot point) the Crusades changed Christianity and its culture. Did it change historical writing? This session will examine this, focussing on four writings from the first four crusades.

4) Histories of Conquest 
How far is history written by the victors? What sorts of things are emphasised by authors writing about conquest? This session focuses on the Norman Conquest, and how it was written about by various authors.

5) Histories of Settlement 
Conquest is only one part of settlement, but it brings a huge fracture in society. How do histories reflect this – i.e. what do they tell us about continuity and change?

6) Origins and Identity: Monastic Histories 
We have read several histories by secular churchmen; it is now time to look at their regular counterparts – since monasteries provided the backbone of learning to the Middle Ages. We’ll study how monks wrote their own histories.

7) Myth as History 
What is truth? (as Pilate may or may not have asked) What is the relationship of myth to history? These sorts of questions will no doubt occur to us while we will look at one of the most popular and quoted texts of the English Middle Ages, Geoffrey of Monmouth’s History of the Kings of Britain.

8) ‘Golden Age’ of Histories 
The twelfth and thirteenth centuries saw an explosion of history writing. We’ll look at some examples and explore why this period was a ‘golden age’.

9) Individual Histories 
Here we enter the world of the autobiography. Who wrote autobiographies? Why – what are the purposes of autobiographies? What can it tell us about learning in the Middle Ages?

10) Annals: the decline of historical writing?
Are annals ‘proper’ history? Do their rise in the thirteenth century suggest a decline in other forms of historical writing? Is there more to it than that?
Assessment
HPHI7009 History and Historians is a 30-credit module, and the assessment consists of written work amounting to 7500 words. There are two parts:
1. a portfolio comprising one book review, one commentary on a primary source, and edited portion of a text; each of these three pieces of work has a word limit of 1000 words (or equivalent) and together these are worth 40% of the final module mark, and
2. one essay of 4500 words, worth 60% of the final module mark. 
The Portfolio
Please submit these three pieces of work as Parts 1, 2, and 3 on the submission link on Moodle.
1. Book review
Write a book review of 1000 words. You may outline the contents of the book, but your review should be a critical assessment of the success (or not) of the book. You should consider whether it is written in a clear and accessible style. Does it fulfil its objectives? If it has images and figures (such as maps and charts) are these helpful and of high quality? Is it original or novel in its approach? You may choose any book relating to the course but please feel free to get in touch if you need guidance.
Deadline: Sunday 5 November 2023

2. Commentary 
Write a commentary of 1000 words on an extract from one of the set primary texts (around 200-500 words in length). You may select your own extract on which to comment but you should ensure that you do not repeat material you use in your essay. Again, please ask if you need guidance.  
Deadline: Sunday 19 November 2023

3. Portion of edited text 
Please select a three-page portion of text from the Chronicon Anglicanum. Put yourself in the role of editor and provide the critical apparatus and explanatory footnotes that you would expect from a critical edition of a primary source. Your comments should include reflections on the reliability of the version of events described, how it compares to other contemporary narratives, and the relative utility of the material to scholars of the period.
Deadline: Sunday 17 December 2023

The Essay
You are required to write an essay of 4500 words. Please upload this as Part 4 on the submission link on Moodle. Essay questions are to be agreed with me by 25 November 2022 at the latest.
Deadline: Sunday 14 January 2024
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