2

Kim Harrer 1814389		2

[bookmark: _Hlk3622917][image: TSD_logo2010]


Postgraduate/Distance Learning 
Assignment coversheet & feedback form

THIS SHEET MUST BE THE FIRST PAGE OF THE ASSIGNMENT YOU ARE SUBMITTING  (DO NOT SEND AS A SEPARATE FILE)

	For completion by the student:

	Student Name: Kim Harrer

Student University Email: 1814398@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	Module code: HPCA7018

Module title: Sky and Psyche


	Student ID number: 1814398
	Educational support needs:
No

	Assignment title: A Critical Comparison of Two Secondary Sources


Assignment due date: 04/12/2020

	[bookmark: Check14][bookmark: Check15][bookmark: Check16][bookmark: Check17][bookmark: Check18]This assignment is for the       1st  |_|     2nd  |_|     3rd  |_|      4th |X|      5th |_|      6th |_|   module of the degree

	I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on plagiarism.
Signed,
Kimberley M. Harrer
Email submission:if you are submitting this form via email, please tick this box □
(as a substitute for your signature) to confirm that you agree to the above declaration.

	
Assignment Mark
	
1st Marker’s Provisional mark
	

	
2nd Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark
	

	
External Examiner’s mark (if relevant)
	

	
Final Mark

	



NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final Examination Board.





For completion by Marker 1 :
Comments:


	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	
For completion by Marker 2/Moderator:

Comments:













	Marker’s Signature:
	Date:

	External Examiner’s comments (if relevant)












	External Examiner’s Signature:
	Date:























	


		
A Critical Review of Three Primary Source Documents (Assignment 1)
Word Count: 2,065
This essay compares and contrasts the astrological treatment of the sun in Claudius Ptolemy’s Centiloquium, Alan Leo’s Astrology for All, and Liz Greene and Howard Sasportas’ The Luminaries.[footnoteRef:1]  Its aim is to accomplish this comparison by focusing on the themes of what the sun signifies, its relationship with the moon, and the meaning, if any, of eclipses in their astrologies. [1:  Ptolemy, Claudius, Centiloquium, Trans. Deborah Houlding, skyscript.co.uk (2006); Leo, Alan, Astrology for All, Cosimo Classics: New York (2006); Greene, Liz and Howard Sasportas, ‘The Luminaries: The Psychology of the Sun and Moon in the Horoscope’, Seminars in Psychological Astrology, Vol. 3, Weiser Books: Boston/York Beach (1992).] 

Born in 100 CE in Alexandria, Egypt, and heavily influenced by Plato and Aristotle, Claudius Ptolemy was a seminal astronomer, mathematician, geographer, natural philosopher, and astrologer.  He is known for many important and influential works in these fields, one of them being his Centiloquium written in the 2nd century C.E.  In the introduction to her transcription of the Centiloquium, Deborah Houlding says this work “is an important astrological treatise” due to its “substantial historical heritage”, the earliest known use of which comes from the 9th century C.E. in a commentary from famed mathematician Ahmed ibn Yusuf al-Misri.[footnoteRef:2]  Originally written in Greek, the Centiloquium was translated into Latin in the 12th century C.E. and was attached at the back of Ptolemy’s seminal work, Tetrabiblos, for circulation.[footnoteRef:3]   Ptolemy’s influence was massive for well over a thousand years and he himself was reverently referred to as “The divine Ptolemy”.[footnoteRef:4]   Although there are parts of this work with simpler language that do not require technical familiarity, Centiloquium is written mostly for a scholarly, mathematically-minded audience who has advanced knowledge of astronomy, astrology, and natural science.  A reader would also need a good grasp of language as Ptolemy has a tendency toward complex sentence structures and verbose explanations.[footnoteRef:5]  Ptolemy believed that astrology could be used to “perceive the general quality” of someone’s character, and “predict occasional events”, arguing that the sky’s premonitory capacity already reliably allows humans to anticipate other certainties such as weather patterns and seasonal changes.[footnoteRef:6]  The Centiloquium showcases 100 of Ptolemy’s foundational beliefs and observations in astrology when using it for divinatory purposes. [2:  Ptolemy, Centiloquium, skyscript.co.uk.]  [3:  Houlding, Deborah, Introduction to Centiloquium, skyscript.co.uk]  [4:  Robbins, F.E., Introduction to Claudius Ptolemy Tetrabiblos, Ed. Jeffrey Henderson and F. E. Robbins, Trans. F. E. Robbins, Loeb Classical Library, Harvard University Press: Cambridge/London (1940); pp. xii and vii.]  [5:  Robbins, Introduction to Claudius Ptolemy Tetrabiblos, p, xxiv.]  [6:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 13.] 

Alan Leo, born in London in 1860 C.E., believed that “astrology could be the salvation of humanity”, and successfully revived interest in the field of astrology in his commercial efforts to bring it to the greater public.[footnoteRef:7]  Leo was primarily influenced by Theosophy and the Russian astrologer and co-founder of the Theosophist Society, Helena (Madame) Blavatsky (1831 – 1891), in particular her ideas about sun-signs.[footnoteRef:8]  In contrast to Ptolemy, Leo’s writing purposefully targets a more general audience. In the preface to the fourth edition of Astrology for All, he writes that because of this book the layperson is now able to “learn a great deal concerning science” that before had been inaccessible to common people due to its complex mathematical content, and that the “success of this work is due to its simplicity of expression”.[footnoteRef:9]  Leo was concerned with disseminating what he saw as a crucial strategy for mitigating the effects of karma.  He believed that through astrology he could assist those being punished with destitution and illness for transgressions in past lives by ensuring their next life would be improved as a result of their present-life’s spiritual growth.[footnoteRef:10]  For Leo, promoting and teaching astrology was not an academic pursuit but a moral one. [7:  Campion, Nicholas, A History of Western Astrology Volume II: The Medieval and Modern Worlds, Bloomsbury Academic: London/New York (2009), p. 232.]  [8:  Campion, Western Astrology Volume II, p.232.]  [9:  Leo, Astrology for All, p. vi.]  [10:  Campion, Western Astrology Volume II, p. 231.] 

Liz Greene is an American-born (1946) psychologist and astrologer who, similarly to Alan Leo, writes in a style that can be understood by a wider readership than that of Ptolemy.  Also similar to Leo’s teachings is Greene’s sun-centered astrology.  As a Jungian analyst, Greene applies depth-psychology to astrology through Carl Jung’s theory of archetypes.  Because of her background in psychology, Greene’s astrology is growth-oriented rather than deterministic.  In the introduction to The Luminaries, Greene writes “any astrological factor is a process” and an individual “is not static, but moves through life in an unending process of change and development”.[footnoteRef:11]  The Luminaries is a series of lectures on astrology from her and the astrologer Howard Sasportas which are directed toward understanding how the positions of the sun and the moon reveal the qualities and characteristics an individual needs to develop.  Rather than someone’s chart determining who he or she ‘is’, for Greene it directs someone to who he or she ‘might become’.   [11:  Greene and Sasportas, Luminaries, p. ix.] 

In his Centiloquium, Ptolemy says “the Sun is the fountain of vital power” which effects the strengths of all other celestial bodies with which it comes into contact.  Although his astrology is not sun-centered per say, Ptolemy’s portrayal of the sun as “the fountain of vital power” is so essential to it that this belief is echoed in several of his writings. [footnoteRef:12]  In the Tetrabiblos, for example, he asserts that “according to their aspects to the sun”, celestial bodies “experience increase and decrease of their powers”.[footnoteRef:13]  The sun represents the life-force of the cosmos and is responsible for natural changes to planets – “air or weather” – which reflect the degree of their strength.[footnoteRef:14]  Alan Leo’s astrology also acknowledges the sun as an essential power but affords the sun a greater role in the zodiacal system.  He says “the sun is the centre of all life, force or energy” and, like Ptolemy, deems it the font of vitality for the cosmos.[footnoteRef:15]  For Leo, however, the sun functions as a catalyst for Logos (the word of God made manifest) to be expressed and perpetuated throughout the universe – humans are one expression of Logos through the sun’s rays which bring what Leo calls “Positive Life”.[footnoteRef:16]  The sun in Leo’s astrology is not only a key identifier of a person’s character, but is central to the function of other celestial bodies as they reflect the sun’s energy and express the variations of the sun’s power.[footnoteRef:17]  Liz Greene also places the sun in the seat of power in her astrology but instead presents its role through the lens of myth and archetype as the “essential self”.[footnoteRef:18]  She points out that the sun’s significance as the font of vitality is not only seen in astrology but in myths throughout time and refers specifically to the hero myth.  She says that “the hero myth is a solar myth…the hero is always on the way to becoming something”, implying that the sun is a deeply-rooted symbol of aspiration in the human psyche.[footnoteRef:19]  For Greene, it is a universally understood and expressed symbol of that which provides the life force and internal motivation for personal growth.  For Ptolemy and Leo, the sun in combination with other factors determines an individual’s character; for Greene, it acts as a guidepost in the pursuit of fulfilling personal potential. [12:  Ptolemy, Centiloquium, Aphorism #86.]  [13:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 45.]  [14:  Ptolemy, Centiloquium, Aphorism #35.]  [15:  Leo, Astrology for All, p. 10.]  [16:  Leo, Astrology for All, p. 10.]  [17:  Leo, Astrology for All, p. 10.]  [18:  Watters, Joanna, Astrology for Today, Carroll & Brown: London (2003), skyscript.co.uk.]  [19:  Greene and Sasportas, Luminaries, p. 82.] 

Ptolemy posits that the sun signifies the character of an individual while the moon is related to the physical body.  The interaction between these two luminaries, then, determines health in the human body along with the levels of masculinity and femininity in someone’s character.  An individual, for example, will have issues with his eyesight if the “Moon is in opposition to the Sun” at the time of birth and will suffer complete blindness if the moon, together with Saturn and Mars, are “angular” with the Sun.[footnoteRef:20]  In terms of character, Ptolemy says that if the Sun and Moon are together in a masculine sign, the sign’s masculine qualities will be amplified in a person’s character; if they appear together in a feminine sign, it is the feminine qualities which are amplified.[footnoteRef:21]  For Leo, the position of the Sun and Moon need to be known in an individual’s nativity in order to gain a greater understanding of the person as a whole.[footnoteRef:22]  This is especially true, says Leo, if the exact time of birth is not known.  Without the details of planetary positions in a case where only the day, month, and year of birth are known, locating the positions of the Sun and Moon can give a general overview of a person’s character as the Sun signifies a person’s moral character, and the Moon signifies personal character and modifies the features of a sign.[footnoteRef:23]  The Luminaries offers a different approach to examining the interactions between the Sun and Moon by showing how their influences manifest in relationships – particularly between father and son.  To be even more specific, the conflict that arises between father and son stemming from the archetypal Oedipal complex.  To assuage the conflict, the book says, it is important to look at the natal charts of one’s own parents as this information will give you a glimpse into who they are “inside” as people, and understanding the position or “balance” of the Sun and Moon in a natal chart will offer insight into the reasoning behind the behavior exhibited by one’s parents.[footnoteRef:24]  Again Greene stresses the importance of viewing astrology with a growth-minded perspective,  calling attention to the fact that there is no “one best normal or balance” of Sun and Moon, that this balance is different for each individual at different points in life, and there are times when a person might need to rank one as more important than the other while still recognizing the merits of both.[footnoteRef:25]  [20:  Ptolemy, Centiloquium, Aphorism 69.]  [21:  Ptolemy, Centiloquium, Aphorism 71.]  [22:  Leo, Astrology for All, p. 71.]  [23:  Leo, Astrology for All, p. 71.]  [24:  Greene and Sasportas, Luminaries, pp. 173-174.]  [25:  Greene and Sasportas, Luminaries, pp. 174-175.] 

The Centiloquium features eclipses in three of its aphorisms: 24, 96 and 98.  In aphorism 24, Ptolemy refers to eclipses as “obnoxious” and worthy of some attention.[footnoteRef:26]  He explains how to allot time for the duration of an eclipse’s effects and the way this duration varies based on whether the eclipse is solar or lunar.  A solar eclipse’s effects remain for longer than a lunar eclipse – one year for every hour of the eclipse vs one month for every hour respectively.[footnoteRef:27]  The effects of an eclipse, according to Ptolemy, can be discerned by examining the positions of stars and planets at the time of the event.[footnoteRef:28]  Although he does not offer specific examples of what the appearance of a particular planet or star might mean, he insists that an individual can infer the meaning of an eclipse by making accurate measurements of these positions.  He goes on to suggest that eclipse-predicted events are preferred over an event which might be portended by a shooting star, reasoning that a shooting star is an apparition which takes place in the air while an eclipse unfolds in the heavens.[footnoteRef:29]  The topic of eclipses is entirely absent from Astrology for All, and it is unclear why this particular subject is a point of divergence for Leo.  In The Luminaries, Liz Greene avoids discussion of the particulars of an eclipse – its duration, its effects, etc.  However, she does posit that eclipses are not all “inherently negative” and instead of merely signifying crisis or doom, an eclipse can cause anything that has been hiding beneath the surface to be disclosed.[footnoteRef:30]  In this idea of the eclipse is a tacit pathway to possible emotional or relational healing through honest discourse which aligns with Green’s growth-oriented astrology. [26:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, Aphorism 24.]  [27:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, Aphorism 24.]  [28:  Ptolemy, Claudius, Centiloquium, Aphorism 96.]  [29:  Ptolemy, Claudius, Centiloquium, Aphorism 98.]  [30:  Greene and Sasportas, Luminaries, pp. 195-196.] 

In this essay I have examined the astrological use of the Sun in three different works: Claudius Ptolemy’s Centiloquium, Alan Leo’s Astrology for All, and Liz Greene and Howard Sasportas’ The Luminaries.  I hope to have illuminated the similarities and differences in the use of the sun in these authors’ astrologies.
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