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A reflection on writing blogs.
Before  starting  on this course, I hadn’t really thought about reading, let alone writing blogs. As a mathematician, I am used to writing mathematically, which involves structure and working towards the correct answer. In addition to this, as an academic, I am used to reading journal articles, academic literature and research, and assessing assignments, dissertations and theses. Therefore, I have not seen the need to either read or write blogs.

However, I have really enjoyed writing my two blogs and, reflecting on this experience, I have learnt a lot.

Firstly, I have learnt that writing blogs give me the opportunity to write about something I feel strongly about or enjoy. Instead of answering an actual question which someone else has written, about something they want to find out, I can write about whatever I want to and give my own perspectives. “Bloggers are driven to document their lives, provide commentary and opinions, express deeply felt emotions, articulate ideas through writing.” (Nardi et al, 2004, p. 42). I was enthusiastic as the blogs I wrote were on topics I wanted to write about.  Writing about my first - hand observations of the teaching and learning Mathematics in Chongqing, China gave me a chance to relive and reflect on the experience and also tell others about it. I had a similar experience in my second blog where I wrote about my feelings and views about the new curriculum in Wales. This allowed me to air my views in a comfortable environment and it felt good to write it all down on paper. Questions from colleagues following my two blogs made me think my views were appreciated and my topic interesting enough for colleagues to get involved. Having positive feedback on my style from my tutor was also encouraging. Although thinking of what topics to write about did take time and proved to be most difficult thing about writing the blog; the struggle to find something to say seems a common issue with bloggers (Nardi et al, 2004).

I believe, writing blogs gave me the opportunity to write about and reflect upon anything I wanted to, without being pressurised, or worse still, being wrong. Unlike Mathematics, I am writing about what I think, and, in essence, writing my own success criteria. Choosing  areas which I knew a lot about increased my confidence. I had already presented on my experiences of the teaching and learning of mathematics in China, in academic conferences and had written a paper on it. Yet, I felt that these methods of communication still had a right/ wrong aspect to them as they were for an academic audience and were therefore limiting. In contrast, writing about my experiences in a blog meant I didn’t have the pressure of the academic element and, as a result, my writing became a more personal perspective. Although, not knowing who your precise audience can be a possible disadvantage as it is harder to be purposeful in your writing. 

I was pleasantly surprised that I liked the style of writing and I could actually do it.  Writing in the style of a blog, although very different from answering mathematics questions,  appealed to the mathematician in me. Blog writing is more like report writing and as a mathematician I am used to writing reports rather than academic theses. The art of writing blogs can also improve writing processes as found by Arslan and Sahin-Kizil (2010) when working with English Language learners. Nevertheless, like all writing, these things take time. It is easier to tell someone about your experiences face to face rather than writing it all down. And there is still the constraint of finding a topic which is current, and audiences want to read about. There is also the need to be up to date in your knowledge of your topic otherwise the audience will not be interested.
The ability to reflect is a valuable learning tool and writing about my experiences in blogs promoted that reflection (Chretien, Goldman and Faselis, 2008).  Reading blogs written by colleagues not only widened my knowledge but also developed my skills of  critical reflection as it  provided the opportunity for me to critically reflect and evaluate  the presumptions on which my beliefs have been made (Mezirow, 1990). 
From my limited experiences to date I believe blogs can educate and motivate today's young people. They are easy to access, easy to read and, hopefully, easy to understand; exactly what a teacher wants of a concept they are trying to teach. In the future it would be interesting to research using blogs as a method of educating both pupils and teachers as blogs can uncover aspects  of the hidden curriculum and promote professional development.  (Chretien, Goldman and Faselis, 2008)
And then maybe I’ll write a blog about it………
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