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INTRODUCTION.
In this paper I will discuss an activity I implemented with young people as part of my youth work practice, which demonstrates the principles of Education for Sustainability and Global Youth Work. ESDGC has seven themes and the theme I will be working on is the natural environment and consumption and waste. Learning about all aspects of ESDGC is vital in youth work to help young people learn and develop their knowledge and skills on the importance of developing a more sustainable Wales.  According to the Welsh Government (2012, p.2) “ESDGC seeks to find ways to raise awareness and action to address the consequences of our lifestyle choices and prepares us for sustainable living in the 21st century as global citizen”.
 The young people and I sat down to discuss what they wanted to do for an activity, after that it was agreed by all that we would engage in an environment project at our local beach which we called the young people’s  litter campaign. After a visit to the beach with the young people it was noticeably clear the quantity of litter left on our beach was alarming which is very damaging to our environment and we wanted to make changes. With only two bins among the whole area we identified this as a major problem, therefore we set out to start our project.
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES AND HOW IT WAS DELIVERED.
The aim of our project was to engage with local authorities to get more litter bins put around the beach area. The young people wrote letters to the council asking for more bins to be provided and attached pictures of the rubbish on the beach. The young people had a positive response and within two weeks six more bins were provided. The young people then designed posters showing the affects litter has on our environment and placed them around the area with clear signs asking for the local community and visitors to please use the bins provided. The young people then designed small questionnaires and went about asking the visitors what they did with their rubbish when they had been on the beach, it was disturbing to see how many left the litter on the beach with the reason being the tide will wash it away. This was astonishing to see as the affects that litter has on the beach is as follows.
It is estimated that one million animals die each year due to litter being left on beaches, animals swallow plastic which can have devastating consequences such as death, and sea animals as well as birds can become trapped in rubbish. (What is the impact of beach litter, 2017). The aims and objectives were all met in this project which was for the young people to appreciate the world we live in and for them to understand the devastating impact litter has in the world today.  It was participatory in approach and it developed their learning away from the classroom with critical thinking. It helped them gain confidence while developing their teamwork and practical skills, whilst learning in the natural environment. It also kept them active which is good for your general health and wellbeing. (Five reasons going outdoors improves children’s mental health and wellbeing, 2018)
KEY TOPICS RESOURSES AND TIME.
The key topics of our project was to promote our litter campaign and to encourage the community and visitors to bin their litter. The young people and I would go to the beach for two hours every week, there we would all have a refuse sack and collect litter. At the end of the project which would last a month we used the litter we had collected to create artwork to be hung in our youth club. Over the weeks there was a large improvement on litter with more people using the bins provided and adhering to the posters made by the young people.
EVALUATION.
At the end of our project we again made small questionnaires for the local community and visitors at the beach to see if our litter campaign had been a success, the results showed a large increase in people discarding their rubbish the correct way and more and more were using the bins provided or taking their litter home. At the start of the campaign we also recorded the different items of litter collected on the beach and the young people made a chart so show the decease in litter each week. The results were superb. The feedback from the young people involved in the project was done by using emojis. Paper plates were given to each young person, with different emojis to stick on, for example smiley faces angry and sad. Three questions were put on the back for them to answer. Question one, how do you think the project went, question two what could be done different, question three do you think it was a success. The feedback ensured any future project could be tweaked if needed, and the response to the project was excellent. The young people stated they gained a lot of knowledge on the impact litter had on our environment and they learnt how to appreciate the world they lived in. The project worked well along the qualities of youth work and ESDGC, by ensuring young people plan for life in the twenty first century by understanding how their decisions and values contribute to living in a more sustainable world. Taking into account the young peoples voices promotes inclusion and enhances their perception of citizenship. The young people stated they thoroughly enjoyed the activity and have expressed an interest in ensuring their litter campaign is recognised by accomplishing the project in other local amenities such as parks town centres and schools.
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