[bookmark: _Hlk84192179]I am writing my report on the Medieval market town of Tenby. Looking at how easy it is to gain a sense of what constitutes Welsh culture. Tenby is on the south- west coast of Wales, it has a small naturally sheltered harbour, with lovely sandy beaches and many caves. There are two islands, St Catherine’s Island which you can walk to when tide is out, this Island has a 19th century Palmerston fort. The other Island is Caldey Island, home to an order of Cistercian Monks, the island can only be reached by boat. We looked at the heritage in the area, tourism, some of the Welsh culture and the modern-day Tenby.
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Tourism 
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Description automatically generated]As you head towards Tenby, you can’t help but start to notice, caravan parks, holiday accommodation, and other attractions like Heatherton world of activities, which are all aimed at tourist/ holiday makers.[footnoteRef:1] On arriving in Tenby it- self, you know you have arrived in a high tourist place, from the amount of people walking round, taking photos, stopping and looking at points of interest, and the type of shops, not forgetting it cost you 40p to pee in the public toilets. Down at the harbour you have small kiosk’s, selling boat trips out to Caldey Island, to see the caves, seals, dolphins, and other wildlife.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  https://www.heatherton.co.uk/]  [2:  https://www.tenbyboattrips.co.uk/] 
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Although there are sign post giving directions around the town, it’s very easy to miss some of the sights, unless you walk down some of the roads more than once. But it’s also understandably difficult to have a good flow round a town, unlike a museum where you can move displays around, moving roads and buildings in a town isn’t going to happen. So, you really need to have good information, informative signs, even leaflets that have a map showing all the heritage/interesting sights, so you don’t miss anything. Tenby no-longer has a tourist information centre, as the council no-longer funded it. Another sign of how councils control its heritage. 
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When you look at St Mary’s church, there is only a basic small information board, which isn’t even displayed in an obvious place. The church was locked, so you couldn’t even go in. The church is full of history and heritage. It is one of the largest parish churches in Wales, has a 152ft spire. Features a 13th century chancel with carved roof bosses. The church was enlarged in the 15th century, its full of memorials from 15th – 19th centuries. Two of these memorials are: Margaret Mercer her memorial has been restored and repainted to its original appearance. It shows seven of her surviving children, she bore ten and died age 30 during childbirth, above her shows her husband Thomas ap Rees kneeling.  Another is the 15th century white tombs of Thomas and John White; both had been Mayors of Tenby in the 15th century. Thomas had helped Henry Tudor hide from Edward IV agents in 1471.[footnoteRef:3]  Shame not to be able to go in and see these.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      [3:  https://www.britainexpress.com/attractions.htm?attraction=649
] 
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[image: Margaret Mercer memorial, 1610]


Historical value 
Tenby is full of history, dating back to medieval times. 
Tenby Castle – dates to 13th century
The Wall with the five arches– Grade 1 listed medieval defence wall
St Mary’s church – dates to 15th century, with some features from 13th century
Tudor Merchant’s house – dates to 15th century, oldest house still standing
You also have the museum and art gallery which is the oldest independent museum in Wales. It was established in 1878 and is housed in what was living quarters of Tenby castle. 
[image: A picture containing building, outdoor, brick, stone

Description automatically generated]The shop fronts are all painted to match the houses, and front features covered. But one building has a small area that has been uncovered to show its old stone with a gap. Sadly, there is nothing to explain it, so probably gets passed by.      
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Modern Day Tenby
In January 2021 Tenby Council looked at ways of “enhancing the town’s Five Archers as an historic focal point and gateway into the resort”. This part of the article was written by reporter Paul Evans, I find it interesting that he refers to the town of Tenby as a “resort”. To me this comes across as him saying, that Tenby is owned and ran by a company, or in this the case council. As that is what resorts are. 
Councillor Mike Evans was quoted saying, “he felt that the town walls were a tremendous asset to the town, but that more could be done to enhance the Five Archers as an ‘historic gateway’ into the walled town”. Another councillor said. “Tenby should be celebrating and making the most of its heritage”.[footnoteRef:5]  [5: https://www.tenby-today.co.uk/article.cfm?id=130243&headline=Councillors%20look%20to%20ways%20at%20making%20Tenby%E2%80%99s%20historic%20Five%20Arches%20a%20%E2%80%98focal%20point%20,  ] 

This is a prime example of local councils wanting to use their local heritage, to promote tourism. 

Wales Medieval Heritage
There is a vast amount of heritage in Pembrokeshire. Caldy priory was founded in 1136, but there a stone that dates to the 5th or 6th century, with an inscription in both Ogam and Latin.  The priory was home to an order of Benedictine monks. The island has a mixed history of ownership from the Middle ages to the 20th century. In the 18th century it was a source for limestone, the 19th century a market garden with greenhouses, providing produce for the markets in Swansea, Tenby, and Pembroke. 1906 it was sold to an Anglican Benedictine Brotherhood, who built the present-day monastery. 1924 the Island was sold again to an order of Reformed Cistercians monks, who still live there today. Also on the Island is a lighthouse built in 1828.[footnoteRef:6]  [6: Toby Driver, Pembrokeshire Historic Landscapes from the Air, Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales Plas Crug, Aberystwyth, 2007. Pg 252-254
 ] 
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]St Catherine’s Island has one of a chain of Palmerstonian forts, built in 1868 to protect Pembroke dock’s shipbuilding. Today it stands derelict and when the tide is out you can walk to it.






Manorbier Castle is one of the most secluded castles in Pembrokeshire, it contains a wide range of preserved domestic and farm buildings, which are thought to date back to the 17th/18th century.[footnoteRef:7] [7: Toby Driver, Pembrokeshire Historic Landscapes from the Air, Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales Plas Crug, Aberystwyth, 2007. Pg 246
 ] 

Carew Castle stands on banks of the estuary which is tidal and forms part of the Milford Haven waterway. A Norman castle built around the year 1100. In 1989 there was excavations in the Bailey by University of Lampeter, then in July 1995 after one of the hottest, driest summers in decades, the parched land to the front of the castle, revealed ditches and foundations of an outer gate. There is also Carew Mill which has a medieval dammed tidal mill pond. [footnoteRef:8] [8:  Toby Driver, Pembrokeshire Historic Landscapes from the Air, Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales Plas Crug, Aberystwyth, 2007,pgs 5 & 241, 242] 
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 Welsh Identity 
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Tenby is also known as part of ‘Little England beyond Wales’. This is the name given to the Southern part of Pembrokeshire, the inhabitants have for centuries been non-Welsh-speaking. No parts of the region are more than four miles from tidal water, which hasn’t really altered in the last 800yrs, the area goes from Newgale in St Brides bay, along the coast to Crunwere on the Carmarthenshire border, covering the towns Haverfordwest, Milford Haven, Tenby, Narberth, and Pembroke.[footnoteRef:9]   For anyone that lives or knows Wales well, soon notice that the Welsh language isn’t heard as much from local people, road and house names are nearly all English names, even when walking round the shops, not much is in Welsh. There are several blue plaques on buildings through out Tenby, they give brief details on “famous” people that have stayed or lived in Tenby, these are all in English, with no Welsh translation underneath. Even some of the council signs are only in English. Then you get to the Tudor Merchant’s house which is now owned by the National Trust, there information board is in Welsh, with English translation underneath. Are the National Trust trying to make a statement with their board?  [9: https://www.jstor.org/stable/2797058, A Viking settlement in little England beyond Wales, Morgan Watkins.  ] 







The Welsh language is an important part of Welsh culture and its identity. Welsh is a Brythonic language meaning British Celtic in origin. It’s thought to have arrived in Britain around 600BC. The Welsh language evolved and through the Middle ages was known as Middle Welsh. This period also saw many Princes’ governing the Welsh lands, bringing many changes. The Christian church and other Religious orders like the Cistercian Abbeys played vital rolls in the recording and coping of documents for prosperity. From 1536 the Welsh language began to suffer due to Henry VIII’s act of union. This saw laws passed which impacted its status as an administrative language. This also marked great changes for Wales, with English sovereignty over Wales, and the use of the Welsh language banned.  Although the Welsh gentry embraced a more English language, the rest continued to use Welsh as they felt it important to hold onto their traditions, customs, and language. In 1588 religion played another crucial role in preserving the Welsh language, when William Morgan’s Bible was published in Welsh for the first time.
The time of the Industrial Revolution saw mass migration, soon the English language was the main language in the workplace and on the streets. It’s only been in more modern times that the Welsh language has made a comeback. With it now being taught in schools, with schools in some areas being all Welsh, you a Welsh TV channel, radio stations, books, but its very reginal to where it is spoken. [footnoteRef:10] [10: https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/Welsh-Language/ ] 
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]When thinking about Welsh culture/identity, one of the first things you think of, is the Welsh dragon. On walking round Tenby, I only saw one red dragon, which was hung on building, with the word Wales above it. The building across from this was flying a union jack flag, this was also the only flag I noticed. 
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Description automatically generated]When you look at Tenby and walk round it, you can’t help but notice the buildings, but more so the amount of people, nearly all are visitors, but how many are there for the heritage? or just there because it’s advertised as a holiday resort with golden sandy beaches, and as the saying goes “people are like sheep” they just follow others. Tenby is so rich in heritage but so much of it can be easily missed. The question is has the local council chosen to not promote some of the heritage, because they want to draw in more people who prefer to spend more time walking round the many independent shops, pubs, and restaurant’s where they will spend their money. As to people interested in looking at ‘old walls, churches, reading about the past’ tend to not spend so much money and unlike museums and some castles you can’t set up gift shops. Welsh culture is mostly used to promote sales, Welsh cakes, red dragon toys, dolls in traditional Welsh dress. Heritage, culture and tourism today go hand in hand.    
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