BMIH5006
Mr Parbes Ali
Sustainable Hospitality & Tourism Management
LEVEL 5
Module Lead: Kathryn Roberts
Student ID: 2127517

Title: Hotel Premier Inn how they implement circular economy within their Corporate Social Responsibility Policy




 
Introduction:
This essay will discuss and evaluate how the circular economy has significant importance in recent times as a sustainable approach to resource management. It involves minimising waste, maximising resource efficiency, and promoting the reuse and recycling of materials. The circular economy is closely aligned with the principles of corporate social responsibility (CSR), which involve a company's commitment to social, environmental, and economic sustainability. In a fully worked-out circular economy, the concept of waste is non-existent (Hoornweg et al., 2013). In the hotel industry, implementing circular economy practices within the CSR policy can have many positive benefits,this includes less environmental impact, savin costs, and improve brand reputation. This essay will focus on analysing how Premier Inn, a leading hotel chain, implements a circular economy within its CSR policy. Premier Inn recognises the importance of sustainability and has developed a comprehensive CSR policy that encompasses various sustainability initiatives (Wickham et al., 2021). By reviewing Premier Inn's CSR policy and evaluating its implementation of circular economy principles, we can gain insights into how the hotel chain is contributing to a more sustainable future. Additionally, this essay will provide industry examples of other hotels or hotel chains that have successfully embraced circular economy principles within their CSR policies. By examining these examples, it can identify best practices and learn and adapt from successful outcome of circular economy practices in the hotel industry.
 
Definition of Circular Economy:
A circular economy is an economic model that aims to minimise waste, maximise resource efficiency, and promote the reuse and recycling of materials. The circular economy aims to create a closed-loop system that uses resources efficiently, minimises waste, and continuously recycles or reuses materials. The circular economy is a regenerative system that aims to reduce resource input and waste, emissions, and energy leakage by slowing, closing, and shortening material and energy cycles (Corona et al., 2019). To achieve the aforementioned goal, organisations can implement durable design, regular maintenance, necessary repairs, the use of reusable materials, remanufacturing, refurbishing, and recycling processes (Geissdoerfer et al., 2017). The concept of a circular economy is based on the idea of a economic growth from resource consumption and environmental degradation. Designing products to be durable, repairable, and recyclable is a key aspect of a circular economy. Therefore, the selection of materials used in the production of goods ensures easy disassembly and recycling cycle. The circular economy operates on three fundamental principles: the preservation and enhancement of natural capital, optimising resource utilisation, and enhancing system efficiency (Ellen Macarthur Foundation, 2012). Its primary focus is on preventing waste generation in the first place. This involves designing products and processes that minimise the use of raw materials and use less energy, as well as reducing the generation of harmful emissions and pollutants. In addition, the circular economy aims to maximise the value extracted from resources by promoting efficient use and minimising losses throughout the entire life cycle of a product. This includes optimising production processes, improving energy efficiency, and reducing material waste. On the other hand, it promotes the reuse and recycling of materials to extend their life cycle and minimise the need for virgin resources. Designing products that can be easily repaired, refurbished, or remanufactured, as well as establishing effective recycling systems to recover valuable materials from waste, is involved in this process.
A circular economy promotes and futher encourages the sharing of resources and assets to maximise their utilization. This includes concepts such as car-sharing, tool libraries, and shared workspaces, which help reduce the overall demand for resources. Similarly, the circular economy promotes responsible and sustainable consumption patterns (Rodriguez-Anton et al., 2019). This involves encouraging consumers to make informed choices, prioritise durability and quality over disposability, and participate in recycling and reuse initiatives. The circular economy aims to create a environmental friendly and sustainable economic system that minimises waste, maximises resource efficiency, and promotes the long-term well-being of both the environment and society. By adopting the principles of the circular economy, businesses can reduce their environmental impact, conserve resources, and contribute to a more sustainable future.
The circular economy is a concept that holds great relevance to corporate social responsibility (CSR) in the hotel industry, including Premier Inn. Premier Inn has demonstrated a strong commitment to implementing circular economy principles within its CSR policy, focusing on waste reduction, resource efficiency, and sustainable sourcing (Legrand et al., 2022). A circular economy is a system that aims to minimise waste and maximise resource efficiency by promoting the recycling and reuse of materials. It founded on the ideas of minimising waste, reusing resources and goods, and rebuilding natural systems. By embracing circular economy practices, hotels like Premier Inn can reduce their environmental impact, achieve cost savings, and enhance their brand reputation. Premier Inn has recognised the importance of the circular economy within its CSR policy and has implemented various initiatives to promote waste reduction. One of their key initiatives is the reduction of single-use plastics. Premier Inn has committed to eliminating single-use plastics from its hotels by 2025. This includes replacing plastic straws, stirrers, and toiletry bottles with more sustainable alternatives. By reducing the use of single-use plastics, Premier Inn is contributing to the circular economy by minimising waste and promoting the reuse of materials (Jones and Wynn 2019).
Premier Inn also prioritises improving resource efficiency in addition to waste reduction. They have implemented energy-saving measures in their hotels, such as LED lighting and smart thermostats, to reduce energy consumption. By optimising energy usage, Premier Inn is not only reducing their environmental impact but also achieving cost savings. Sustainable sourcing is another key aspect of Premier Inn's circular economy initiatives. They have committed to sourcing sustainable and responsibly produced products, including food and beverages. Premier Inn aims to support local suppliers and reduce their carbon footprint by sourcing products locally whenever possible. By promoting sustainable sourcing, Premier Inn is contributing to the circular economy by supporting the regeneration of natural systems and reducing the environmental impact of their supply chain. Stakeholders can evaluate the effectiveness of Premier Inn's circular economy implementation by assessing their progress in achieving waste reduction targets, energy efficiency measures, and sustainable sourcing practices. Premier Inn regularly monitors and reports on their sustainability performance, allowing stakeholders to assess their progress and hold them accountable (Liaud-Laval, 2021). Premier Inn's commitment to circular economy principles within its CSR policy sets a positive example for other hotels in the industry. By embracing circular economy practices, hotels can not only contribute to environmental sustainability but also enhance their brand reputation and achieve long-term economic viability. Premier Inn's efforts in waste reduction, resource efficiency, and sustainable sourcing demonstrate their dedication to creating a more sustainable future for the hotel industry.
 
Premier Inn is one of the leading hotel chains that has demonstrated a strong commitment to implementing circular economy principles within its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) policy. The company recognises the importance of sustainability and has taken significant steps to minimise waste, improve resource efficiency, and promote sustainable practices throughout its operations.
One of the key initiatives outlined in Premier Inn's CSR policy is the focus on waste reduction. The hotel chain has implemented various measures to minimise waste generation and promote recycling. Premier Inn has implemented a comprehensive recycling programme across its properties, ensuring proper recycling of materials such as paper, plastic, glass, and cardboard. This not only helps to reduce the environmental impact of the hotels but also contributes to cost savings by minimising waste disposal expenses. In addition to waste reduction, Premier Inn also emphasises resource efficiency in its CSR policy. The hotel chain has implemented energy-saving measures, such as the use of LED lighting, motion sensors, and energy-efficient appliances, to reduce energy consumption (Hoornweg, 2013). Premier Inn also encourages water conservation by installing low-flow fixtures and implementing water-saving initiatives, such as linen reuse programmes and guest education campaigns. Furthermore, Premier Inn is committed to sustainable sourcing practices. The hotel chain prioritises the use of locally sourced and sustainable materials in its operations. This includes sourcing food and beverage products from local suppliers, promoting organic and fair-trade options, and ensuring responsible sourcing of timber and other construction materials. By prioritising sustainable sourcing, Premier Inn aims to reduce its environmental footprint and support local communities. The hotel's implementation of circular economy practices within its CSR policy has been commendable. The hotel chain has set ambitious targets for waste reduction, energy efficiency, and sustainable sourcing and regularly monitors and reports on its progress (Devi et al., 2014). Premier Inn's commitment to transparency and accountability is evident through its annual CSR reports, which provide detailed information on the company's sustainability initiatives and performance. However, like any other organisation, Premier Inn faces challenges in implementing circular economy practices.
One of the main challenges is the need for collaboration and engagement from all stakeholders, including employees, suppliers, and guests (Edgell, 2020). Premier Inn recognises the importance of employee training and awareness programmes to ensure the successful implementation of circular economy practices. The hotel chain also actively engages with suppliers to promote sustainable sourcing and encourages guests to participate in waste reduction and energy-saving initiatives. In conclusion, Premier Inn's commitment to implementing circular economy principles within its CSR policy is commendable. The hotel chain's focus on waste reduction, resource efficiency, and sustainable sourcing demonstrates its dedication to environmental sustainability, social responsibility, and economic viability. Premier Inn serves as a role model for other hotels in the industry, showcasing the potential for the circular economy to contribute to a more sustainable and responsible hotel sector.
Premier Inn is one business that has adopted circular economy concepts. Premier Inn, a well-known hotel chain, is an excellent example of how to successfully incorporate circular economy concepts into a corporate social responsibility (CSR) programme. The company has shown a strong commitment to sustainability by implementing a number of initiatives to reduce waste, improve resource efficiency, and promote sustainable practices. Premier Inn has made significant progress on waste reduction. The hotel chain has implemented a comprehensive recycling programme at all of its locations, ensuring that cardboard, plastic, paper, and glass are properly recycled (Alvarez-Risco et al., 2020). Premier Inn has taken several steps to reduce food waste, including collaborating with charities that facilitate food redistribution to provide surplus food to those in need. These programmes reduce waste, save money, and improve the hotel's environmental performance. Premier Inn has implemented energy-saving techniques in all of its locations to increase resource efficiency. To cut down on energy consumption, the hotel chain has invested in motion sensors, LED lighting, and energy-efficient appliances. Premier Inn encourages guests to conserve water by installing low-flow fixtures and implementing water-saving initiatives such as guest education campaigns and linen reuse programmes (Lazareva, 2016). In addition to lowering the hotel's environmental impact, these initiatives save money and improve visitor satisfaction. Premier Inn prioritises sustainable sourcing. The hotel chain places a high value on using locally sourced, environmentally sustainable materials in its operations. This includes ensuring the ethical procurement of timber and other building materials, supporting organic and fair-trade options, and sourcing food and drink from local vendors. Premier Inn prioritises sustainable sourcing in its efforts to reduce environmental impact and support local communities. Premier Inn continuously monitors and reports on its sustainability performance in relation to advancements and successes. The hotel chain maintains high standards for energy efficiency, waste reduction, and sustainable sourcing. Every year, it publishes CSR reports that highlight its progress. Because of Premier Inn's admirable commitment to accountability and transparency, stakeholders can keep track of the hotel's sustainability efforts and results (Management Association, 2018). Even so, Premier Inn, like any other business, faces challenges in implementing circular economy principles.
The requirement for collaboration and active participation from all stakeholders, including suppliers, guests, and employees, is a major barrier. Premier Inn recognises the importance of employee training and awareness campaigns for successfully implementing circular economy principles. In addition to encouraging guests to participate in waste reduction and energy-saving initiatives, the hotel chain actively promotes sustainable sourcing through partnerships with suppliers. Finally, Premier Inn serves as a model for other lodging establishments in the sector, demonstrating how the circular economy can help to create a more sustainable and responsible hotel industry. The hotel chain's efforts to reduce waste, use resources more efficiently, and source sustainably demonstrate its dedication to environmental sustainability, social responsibility, and economic viability. Premier Inn's incorporation of circular economy principles into its corporate social responsibility (CSR) policy is admirable, and the industry as a whole can draw inspiration from its successes and innovations (Foskett, 2021).
Conclusion
 
In conclusion, the circular economy concept is extremely relevant to the hotel industry's corporate social responsibility (CSR), and Premier Inn has shown a strong commitment to incorporating circular economy ideas into its CSR guidelines. The three pillars of corporate social responsibility (CSR) are environmental sustainability, social accountability, and economic viability. The circular economy, on the other hand, prioritises waste reduction, resource optimisation, and material recycling or reuse. Premier Inn's effective implementation of circular economy principles has resulted in a better brand reputation, financial savings, and a lower environmental impact. Premier Inn has demonstrated its commitment to corporate social responsibility (CSR) by implementing sustainable sourcing practices, minimising waste, and optimising resources.
To achieve these objectives, the hotel chain has implemented a variety of tactics and programmes, including promoting energy-efficient behaviours, setting waste minimization targets, and acquiring environmentally friendly materials. Premier Inn has successfully incorporated circular economy principles into its corporate social responsibility (CSR) policy, as evidenced by notable achievements in waste reduction, energy efficiency measures, and the adoption of sustainable sourcing practices. However, before fully implementing circular economy principles, the hotel may encounter roadblocks and limitations. For example, obtaining sustainable materials may be difficult, and waste management systems may require continuous improvement. Premier Inn has set the standard for other hotels to follow by successfully incorporating circular economy principles into its corporate social responsibility (CSR) policies. Other hotels can follow Premier Inn's example and reap similar benefits, such as lower environmental impact, cost savings, and increased brand recognition. Premier Inn's commitment to incorporating circular economy principles into its CSR policy emphasises the significance of sustainability in the hotel industry. Hotels that embrace the circular economy's tenets can make significant contributions to social, economic, and environmental goals, strengthening the industry's long-term sustainability.
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