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Proposal Outline:
For my dissertation, I will be examining the role of religion in the recruitment of militant jihadis in the UK, with a particular focus on movements such as Hizb-ut Tahrir, Al-Muhajiroun and Islam4UK, and the activities of these groups and their members in more recent years. While it is undeniable that Al-Qaeda and the events of 9/11 have had a profound impact on the perceptions of Muslims in society, as well as the spread of the ‘Global Jihad’ movement and its ideologies (which can largely be attributed to the worldwide dissemination of its members following this event),it does little to provide answers for the ‘Home-grown’ Jihad movements (referring to self-organised groups that remain in their country of inception and lack support from the larger organisations) that seems to be becoming more prominent in the UK. This then leads to a series of questions that must answered; To what extent are the ideologies propagated by these groups rooted in Islam? How have such core tenets of Islam been interpreted so differently? And what methods are used to present these ideas in order to appeal to potential new recruits in the UK? 

Aims:
In my dissertation, I will aim to examine and answer the following:
- Firstly, the extent to which the ideologies propagated by these militant groups are authentic/ rooted in religion
- To establish whether the groups I will be examining have the same motivations, i.e. are some more militant than others, is there a different emphasis on specific concepts? (such as tawhid and martyrdom)
- The methods (both sociological and practical) used to promote their messages and attract potential recruits
- Finally, examine if there are any prominent environmental factors that would make an individual more likely to seek out these militant jihadist ideologies

Methodology:

For this dissertation, I will be employing a more library-based approach, with no engagement in fieldwork of any kind. Additionally, I will aim to be drawing mainly from primary sources written by academics on the subject matter (authors that have been previously mentioned and can be found in the bibliography, such as Quintan Wiktorowicz) as well as some secondary sources. While my work will not require any ethical considerations, it must be noted that there will be some methodological concerns regarding my research. Due to the sensitive nature of my chosen topic, I will be limited with regards to my acquisition of primary sources, particularly when researching deeper into the specific jihad organisations. Whilst I acknowledge that primary sources in the usual circumstances are more useful, secondary sources in this particular area would ultimately be a better option in order to ensure my own safety, as a great deal of the material that can be found for these groups often exist with malicious intention, whether it be in the form of chatrooms, frequented by actual militant jihadi members with the aim of recruiting new members, or web pages designed to target users IP addresses in order to extract information about who is visiting their sites. It is because of this that I shall rely on the data and sources collected by academics in the field, most commonly in the form of books and journal articles.

Provisional Chapter Headings:
Introduction- In this chapter I will endeavour to define some of the key terms that will be mentioned throughout this work, as well as giving some background information regarding the rise of Global Jihadism following the events of 9/11, also mentioning any social tensions or environmental factors that existed and are relevant to the rise of these movements in the UK.
  Chapter 1: Religious Foundations
 – This chapter be seen as an extension of the introduction, as it will primarily focus on three of the major concepts that are emphasized by militant jihadi movements which are; Jihad, Tawhid, and Martyrdom. I will begin by first examining the different definitions and interpretations of these concepts by the different madhhabs (Islamic schools of thought) and will progress by directly comparing and contrasting how these militant organizations have interpreted them, as well as determining if the groups have a stronger emphasis on one concept or another. For this chapter, I will use the Qur’an (the Abdel Haleem translation) in order identify any relevant passages to give further context, as well as Humayan Ansari’s chapter in ‘Muslim Britain’, as he details the complexity of the terminology (with a particular focus on jihad as a concept), and how it has been interpreted by the militant jihadis of various groups.
Chapter 2: Key Figures in the UK Militant Jihadi Movement
-In this chapter, I will draw attention to some of the prominent figures who have helped to further the militant jihad movements in the UK. This will include figures such as Omar Bakri, Anjem Choudary, and the creation of the Al-Muhajiroun, as well as its various associated organisations (such as Islam4UK, Need4Kalifah, and its most recent group Islamic Emergency Defence) following its disbandment in 2006 due to government pressure.  For this chapter, I shall be utilizing the work of Michael Kenney particularly ‘The Islamic State in Britain’, as it has the most up to date research on specific militant jihadi groups operating in the UK.
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Chapter 3: From Faith Seekers to Activists
-In this chapter, I shall examine the different mechanisms that are thought to motivate individuals towards joining these militant groups. I will take a somewhat sociological approach, exploring the rudimentary concepts of social movement theory, as well as utilizing the concepts presented of Stark and Bainbridge’s article ‘Interpersonal Bonds and Recruitment to Cult and Sects’, in order to discuss the extent to which social networking and personal relationships are used by these militant organisations for recruitment, by drawing comparisons from the methods used by specific NRM’s (New Religious Movements) such as the Moonies. In addition to this, David Barrett’s book ‘The New Believer: Sects, Cults and Alternative Religions’ will be utilised, especially with regards to his discussion about the difference between brainwashing and recruitment, and further discusses the environmental factors that could influence a person to join a religious movement/organisation. 
Conclusion:
-In this final chapter, I will aim to directly answer the questions outlined in the aims/introduction section and provide my concluding thoughts and comments on the topic.
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