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Note for feedback: I am over recommended word count by around 165 words. I am hoping I can condense when given feedback on removals and improvements.
1.1 Background and Research Focus

	1.1.1. Background
The importance of this research lies in providing additional evidence on how adverse childhood experiences affect those individuals in later life and the link it has to criminal involvement as they age. ACEs is described by the HM Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (2021) as “Potentially traumatic events that occur in childhood and that can have a huge effect on the rest of a person's life.” To add, I would like to highlight an additional definition from Public health Wales (n.d.) that reiterates this definition, with the added adjective “preventable” in its quote “Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) are preventable, potentially traumatic events…”.  There is no single definition that is universally recognised surrounding ACEs, though there is a consistent overlap within the specific adverse experiences that fall under this umbrella. Some examples include:
· Physical abuse.
· Sexual abuse.
· Physical neglect.
· Emotional neglect.
· Household mental illness.
· Household domestic violence.
· Household alcohol abuse.
· Household drug abuse.
· Incarceration of a household member.
(House of Commons Science and Technology Committee, 2018). This list is not exhaustive, and could contain additional adverse experiences that focus on the further environmental exposures such as poverty, bullying, a young person with caring responsibilities and more (NHS Cheshire and Merseyside, 2026). Research highlights that children involved in the youth justice system often come from the most disadvantaged families and areas, with increasing levels of exposure to ACEs (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2023). To visualise, a child could grow up observing a domestic abuse situation within their home life. Evidence suggests that the exposure to this kind of behaviour can increase the likelihood of the child growing up to display the same violence in later life, explained through the process of Social Learning theory, where you imitate the behaviours that you observe in your environment (McLeod, 2026). 
A range of statutory and third-sector organisations provide safeguarding, support and specialist interventions for children experiencing adversity (Department for Education, 2026). ACEs encompass a range of potentially harmful childhood experiences, some of which may involve experiencing or witnessing crime. Depending on the circumstances, these experiences may prompt referrals for safeguarding or specialist support (Welsh Government, 2019). Police may become involved when childhood adversity involves suspected criminal activity or safeguarding concerns, although other professionals and services may identify a child's support needs first; Depending on the circumstances, this may include referrals to health or mental health services as part of a multi-agency safeguarding response (College of Policing, 2022). This research aims to explore whether this process is being effectively put into practice, and if there are findings to support that this process is helpful in mitigating any potential negative impacts on the child. Early intervention may help address the needs and risk factors associated with childhood adversity, potentially reducing the likelihood of later involvement in offending or the criminal justice system (HM inspectorate of Probation, 2025). Multi-agency working is essential to safeguarding children and ensuring their needs are properly understood and addressed, as no single professional is likely to have a complete picture of a child's circumstances (Welsh Government, 2019). However, concerns remain regarding the effectiveness of existing interventions, with evidence of inconsistent information sharing, unclear responsibilities between agencies and interventions that are not always jointly planned or delivered effectively (McManus, Ball and Almond, 2023; HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2025). Although, policy and legislative changes increasingly recognise the impact of adverse childhood experiences on children. For example, Section 3 of the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 recognises children who see, hear or experience the effects of domestic abuse as victims in their own right (Domestic Abuse Act 2021, s.3). More recently, the Department for Education updated its Working Together to Safeguard Children statutory guidance in March 2026, reinforcing the importance of multi-agency cooperation, information sharing and coordinated support to safeguard children and families (Department for Education, 2026).

	1.1.2 Research Focus
Existing research identifies an association between adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and later involvement in offending, particularly among children and young people experiencing multiple forms of disadvantage (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2023). This research will therefore explore the relationship between ACEs, criminal involvement and access to professional support, focusing on whether appropriate early intervention and effective multi-agency working may help reduce the risk of later offending.
The focus of this research is particularly important because children experiencing adversity may require support from multiple services, including social services, the police, education and mental health professionals. Where support is delayed, insufficient or poorly coordinated, opportunities to identify a child's needs and intervene at an early stage may be missed. Although safeguarding policies establish expectations for professional cooperation, concerns regarding information sharing, accountability and the delivery of interventions raise questions about how effectively these responsibilities are fulfilled in practice.
By examining existing research alongside public perceptions of ACEs, professional support services and early intervention, the study aims to identify perceived gaps in current approaches and consider where improvements in multi-agency working may be beneficial. The findings may contribute to a better understanding of how coordinated support could help address childhood adversity and inform recommendations for policy and professional practice. However, the research will distinguish between established evidence and participants' perceptions, recognising that a public survey cannot independently determine whether particular services have caused or prevented criminal behaviour.


1.2 Aims and Objectives
	1.2.1 Aim
To critically evaluate the importance of multi-agency work in supporting individuals exposed to Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), with consideration of its role in addressing factors associated with future criminal involvement. 
	1.2.2 Objectives
O1: To examine existing research on the relationship between Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and subsequent involvement in criminal activity.
O2: To explore the publics’ perception of the effectiveness and accessibility of the police, social services, and mental health services in addressing the potential consequences of ACEs.
O3: To identify potential gaps in the support from the police, social services and mental health teams and consider how multi-agency approaches could be improved to support individuals who have experienced ACEs. 

1.3 Methodology and Timescale

	1.3.1 Methodology
This research will use a quantitative questionnaire that is anonymous and aimed at members of the public aged 18 or over, of which will respond on an informed and voluntary basis. Participants will be asked questions regarding their perception of the level of support that mental health services, social services, and the police give to the general public. They will be asked for their opinion on the importance of early intervention by these services and their view on the potential this could have on mitigating against any anti-social and criminal behaviour. The survey will use a mixture of closed questions and scaled responses to identify patterns and trends between ACE exposure, offending behaviour, and the effectiveness of professional support. This method is intended to encourage honest responses and to protect participants' information within data handling.
Secondary research will be gathered through online search engines and the UWTSD library, including journal articles, research papers, theses, books, government publications and relevant websites. Sources will be critically evaluated for reliability, relevance, comprehensiveness and currency, with historical sources included where useful for comparison. Findings will be assessed alongside the primary research in the literature review.
Closed questions and scaled responses will be examined using frequencies and percentages to compare opinions and identify common themes in ACEs, the role and effectiveness of support services such as the police, social services and mental health support and its links with criminal behaviour based on the public’s perception. The findings will be evaluated and contrasted alongside secondary research to obtain a well rounded view of similarities and differences and potential implications toward the research aim.
	1.3.2 Timescale
Research and collation of this academic project will take place over a 33 week period. A clear structure is in place to maintain a steady pace of research and project management. Dividing a task into manageable stages allows for greater focus and clarity in the writing process (University Of Sheffield, 2026). Regular milestones help to keep progress on track.

	Introduction Chapter 
	Week 4

	Literature review 
	Week 9

	Begin Primary Research 
	Week 11

	Methodology chapter
	Week 19

	Findings Chapter 
	Week 25

	Conclusion Chapter 
	Week 31
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