Slide 9- Introduction 
[bookmark: _Int_XBse2Jdm][bookmark: _Int_fiIU9Ylf]As an event manager, the responsibility of designing and delivering Radio 2 in the Park extends far beyond creating an engaging and memorable live music experience. Large-scale outdoor events inevitably place pressure on the environment through energy consumption, waste generation, transport emissions, and land use, as overall, “UK festivals generate 25,800 tonnes of waste, 22,876 tonnes of CO2 and use 185 million litres of water annually” (Parliament.uk, 2021). Therefore, this sustainability plan focusing on environmental stewardship has been developed to ensure Radio 2 in the Park is delivered in a way that actively minimises its environmental impact while setting a positive example for audiences, partners, and the wider events industry, as it is reported “59% of event attendees expect events they join to implement eco-friendly strategies.”(Anon, 2024). 

Slide 10- Waste Management and Recycling Systems 
· [bookmark: _Int_XRLRZOeT]Adopting reusable alternatives, such as reusable cups, as in previous years at the festival, a return cup scheme system was operated in place to “encourage the reuse of cups to minimizing waste.” (Bbc.co.uk, 2025). This year for 2026, this practice will be put in place again as “38% of our waste was recycled or composted.” (BBC, 2019), aiming for an even higher statistic for the big year of 2026. To add to this, 12 years ago in 2014, at Radio 2 in the Park, a ‘Paper Cup Deposit Scheme’ was put in place which will continue in 2026 where a “10p deposit on all cups bought at the bars. You’ll get the 10p back when you return your cups to the refund points.” (BBC, 2015), with a minimum of 10 for £1. This sustainable practice will encourage audience participation and significantly cut down disposable cup waste within the park. 

· Reducing paper waste will also be an effective practice for our festival as, “Festival waste contains an average of 20% recyclable materials, such as paper, cardboard” (Waste Management Services, 2024). By reducing this paper waste, we will be using e-tickets, digital event guides, and QR codes for maps and schedules, which will overall eliminate the need for printed materials as “tickets delivered by email emits 1000 times less carbon than a paper ticket”. This practice will be accessible for our target audience to be able to accesses online as “BBC Radio 2 and BBC Radio 3 both target an audience of 31-52-year-olds" (Josh, 2023), which is perfect as "Purchasing event tickets online was most common among the 25 to 34 year old demographics, with 57 percent of individuals within this group having made event ticket purchases online in 2019.”(Statista, 2019), with further age demographics showing on the graph above. 

· Waste and recycling points will be furthered increased within 2026 to make it 10x easier to recycle and get rid of waste in a successful and accessible way for all individuals with points all around the park. Not only will "Pairing general waste and recycling bins encourages attendees to make eco-conscious choices.” (A R Richards Ltd, 2024) but it will also reduce contamination and increase recycling rates as “The recycling rate for England was 44.0% and 57% in Wales” (Gov.UK, 2024). We will have 3 bins in place to help correctly tidy up our park with bins of; 

Mixed Recycling Bins- For all dry recyclable waste.
Compostable Waste- For food all food serve ware.
General Waste- All other waste. (Bbc.co.uk, 2025).

To achieve this practice effectively, we will put standardised colour-coded bins and signage would be used throughout the event, supported by clear icons and minimal text to ensure accessibility for all audiences.  Strategic bin placement in high-traffic areas such as entrances, food courts, and stages will encourage correct disposal and installing well-labelled waste stations across the site, separating recycling, compost/food waste, and general waste will also be put in place. 


Slide 11: Renewable energy & energy efficiency 
As Radio 2 has a substantial energy demand due to staging, sound, and lighting systems, broadcast infrastructure, catering, and temporary facilities, sustainability practices need to be successfully put in place as “The BBC Radio 2 in the Park event was worth £5.3m” in 2024 (Burnell, 2024). 

· [bookmark: _Int_VVYt9zGy]As “food production contributes 37% to all greenhouse gas emissions” (WRAP, 2024), at Radio 2 in the park, all our food menus from every diverse food stall will be carbon rated using a 5 tier-system, which will give a rating  to “see the impact and emissions associated.” (Bbc.co.uk, 2025) caused, with ratings shown on the table above. By using “carbon labelling to develop low carbon recipes and empower consumers to make more informed food choices.” (My Emissions, 2024), you can also see how sustainable your food product/meal really is. To further improve our food system, at every food vendor, every stall will serve at least one plant-based main menu option, to ensure that there is a dish for every individual with a variety for everyone’s preference. Not only will this fit customer's needs but also ensure sustainability as “Vegan diets cuts carbon emissions by 46% and land use by 33%” (Dijkstra, 2025). As our festival is held at Hylands Park in Chelmsford, Essex, our food vendors will be Essex locally based to help reduce the carbon footprint, supporting the community, and ensuring high quality produce. Going local with food and drink will not only help minimise the carbon footprint as “Food transport accounted 6% of emissions, whilst dairy, meat, and eggs accounted for 83%.” (Ritchie, 2020), and “the average fresh food item on our table travels 1,500 miles to get there.” (Ilkadmin, 2019), using locally sourced food helps support your local farmers and food producers by working with a venue that sources local ingredients in Essex are an amazing way to ensure an essential industry to keep thriving in the UK as Radio 2 live in the Park was “Up to 65,000 people expected to attend”(Adams and Dunlop, 2025) in 2025, with a hoping for even bigger figures for 2026!! 
 
To even conclude to our food at the park, all serve ware will be compostable from wooden cutlery to stirrers, to enjoy a well sustainable meal with light and heat-resistant cutlery which are also “reusable and on top of it, eco-friendly and 100% biodegradable.” (Ecobifrost.com, 2022). 

Slide 12: Water Use Reduction & Sustainable Facilities
· To help water reduction we will strictly be informing attendees and promoting water refill stations before and during the festival through social media, event apps, and on-site announcements, reminding them to bring reusable (non-glass) water bottles and to refill them at provided water stations, placed all around locations at the park. This will be beneficial as “Water refill stations offer a practical and effective solution to reduce the reliance on single-use plastics and help eliminate waste.” (Cajpoj, 2024). Our stations will be placed in high-traffic areas for easily accessibility and visibility for attendees, aiming to put refill stations roughly within 150 feet of water sources. Even if attendees still struggled to find our refill stations, we would put clear and informative signage to guide attendees to stations and encourage their use. We will also put short informative educational materials such as figures and statistics about the benefits of reducing plastic on display, so attendees get a rich understanding of how important it really is to reuse plastic. 

· For our toilet facilities we will be putting in place ‘Composting Toilets’ instead of traditional ‘Porta-Loo’s’. Although ‘Porta-Loos’s’ are cheap to rent and easy to deploy, they are not known for being eco-friendly, and we want to change that. “The materials used to construct portable toilets, such as plastic and metal, require energy and resources to produce.” (Nationwide Toilet Hire, 2025), and “the chemicals used in portable toilets to control odours and break down waste can have negative environmental impacts if not managed properly.” which will result in “these chemicals may be harmful to aquatic life if they reach into waterways or groundwater.” (Clarke, 2024). Our composting toilets have systems that “are waterless or use minimal water, relying on natural processes to break down human waste into compost.” (Ticketfairy.com, 2026). At the bottom of our toilets, it will contain a mix of carbon-rich materials such as straw, wood chippings, and sawdust to cover waste and facilitate aerobic decomposition. How these composting toilets work is, the unit will have a seat over a containment pit or a removable vault, and after each use you will be instructed to add a scoop carbon-rich materials such as in our festival sawdust. This will result in absorbing all liquids, control odours, and kick-start the compost process, although this can typically take several months to a year. As Radio 2 in the park is a large-scale festival event, we will use a conveyor system to move waste to a sealed composting tank. “Ventilation pipes are installed to exhaust gases and further reduce odours. A well-designed compost toilet, when managed properly, can be surprisingly odour-free and comfortable – a vast improvement from the foul smell of neglected porta-potties.” (Ticketfairy.com, 2026). 

Slide 13- Sustainable Transport to Attendees 
When attending our event, in Hylands Park, we would like every one of you to highly consider your transport travel options in a sustainable way where possible. To encourage this, we have put in place travel transportation managed by us:

By Coach:
Our partner for 2025 was the ‘Big Green Coach’, and we are excited to announce we are in partnership with the company again for 2026, providing day return coach travel directly to Hyland’s Park. This Carbon-Neutral coach will “get you to the gates before the music starts and return to your pickup location after the event finishes.” (Bbc.co.uk, 2025). A guide of places the coach will travel from is shown above. 

Shuttle Busses:
With Our partners the ‘Big Green Coach’, we will be providing you frequent shuttle bus services from ‘Chelmsford Station’ to ‘Hylands Park’, operating between times, so keep an eye out for our scheduled timetable, which will be announced within the next upcoming month. This system is beneficial for our attendees who don't live within the area and are still being sustainable when catching a train as “train travel reduces carbon emissions by two thirds.” (www.nationalrail.co.uk, 2025), and shuttle busses “reducing emissions and cutting traffic” (Zeelo.co, 2024). 

 By Foot:
 Many of our attendees choose to walk from ‘Chelmsford’ Station, which is an                 incredible sustainable path. 
Route 1:
• Distance: About 1.7 miles from the train station, bus station, or city centre car parks to the edge of Hylands Park.
• Time: Around 35 - 45 minutes.
• Signage: The walking routes will be clearly signposted. (Bbc.co.uk, 2025)

By Bike:
“There will be a bike rack at Widford Church, St Mary’s Church, London Road, Widford. Please bring your own lock.” (Bbc.co.uk, 2025)

By Car: 
[bookmark: _Int_JsoCFoJl]A number of official Park & Walk Car Parks will be available, but you must book in advance to guarantee a space as the earlier you book, the closer you will be allocated to site. The car parks are colour coded, and you will be issued with a carpark ticket for a specific-coloured car park.

By Taxi:
There will be a designated pick up and drop off at Blue Gate. Please do not get dropped in any other locations.
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