Source Analysis: Easter Rising Proclamation
On the 24th of April 1916, the Easter Rising began with the reading of a proclamation intended to fuel the fires of rebellion that had been stoked for hundreds of years. Due to the English occupation, religious tension and civil unrest the political climate in Ireland was reaching boiling point. The Easter Rising lasted for six days, claimed the lives of four hundred and eighty-five people, and its intent was to seize Dublin in the name of independence from British rule through an armed takeover of the streets and tactically significant buildings. Ultimately the military aspect of the Rising failed, resulting in the surrender of the rebel forces. To this day we can still observe the impact of the Rising and the events surrounding it.
In 1800, the Acts of Union between the Kingdoms of Britain and Ireland sparked controversy amongst the people of Ireland, particularly the Catholic majority who were treated unfavourably by the British Government. This was due to the marginal population of Anglo-Protestants that were looked upon as first class citizens- and were used as the face of Irish reform. Along with the abolition of an Irish Government, the people of Ireland were denied the political representation that should have been granted from the beginning. Opposition to these Acts and reforms was plenty, through political movements such as advocation of Home Rule (which was ultimately defeated), religious independence (separating the Church of Ireland from the Church of England): there were also violent displays of revolution- for example, the Fenian Rising of 1867 that was aided by Irish sympathisers in the United States. On top of the troubles caused by English rule, the Great Famine caused an exodus of the population, who fled to avoid starvation. Many of those who did not flee succumbed to starvation, and as such there was a 20-25% fall in the total population.[footnoteRef:1] It is said that Ireland has still not fully recovered from the effects of the potato blight. This significantly weakened Ireland’s ability to oppose British rule, and further alienated the Irish from the British due to a lack of aid on Britain’s part and was another contributing factor to what would eventually become the Easter Rising.  [1:  Census of Ireland 1871: Part I, Area, Population, and Number of Houses; Occupations, Religion and Education, Volume I, Province of Leinster, Based on decline in Drumbaragh Townland, p. 687. <https://archive.org/details/op1249904-1001/page/n686/mode/1up>] 

The Provisional Government of Ireland, as they called themselves, had manufactured a proclamation during the Easter week of 1916. On April 24th, the military council of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, the seven signatories listed at the bottom of the Proclamation- Thomas J. Clarke, Sean Mac Diarmada, Thomas MacDonagh, Patrick. H. Pearse, Eamon Ceannt, James Connolly and Joseph Plunkett- distributed their Proclamation, with Pearse delivering a reading in Dublin’s main thoroughfare on the steps of the General Post Office. These seven men were desperate to see an end to the English Occupation, and like many others before them were driven to extreme means to do so. Their proclamation asserted “the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland”[footnoteRef:2] and that “the Irish Republic is entitled to, and hereby claims, the allegiance of every Irishman and Irishwoman”[footnoteRef:3]. Their intent was to incite the citizens of Ireland into taking up arms against the occupational forces, and they succeeded. Pearse, a teacher and poet, was one of the leading members of the Irish Volunteers that took part in the Rising, alongside socialist trade union leader Connolly, who led a smaller force of the Irish Citizen Army. They were also joined by Cumann na mBan, a women-only paramilitary group of around two hundred strong. [2:  The Provisional Government of Ireland to the People of Ireland, word document accessed 23/05/2021]  [3:  The Provisional Government of Ireland to the People of Ireland, word document accessed 23/05/2021] 

The Easter Rising was never intended to fully expel the English from Ireland, it was merely meant to inspire the rest of Ireland. Though the military side of the Rising failed and resulted in the execution of the leaders of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen Army- they ultimately succeeded in martyrdom by inspiring future generations of pro-Independence Irish people to continue fighting. The leaders of the IRB were aware that they would enter the line of organised attempts to fight back against Ireland’s oppressors, they mentioned “six times during the past three hundred years they have asserted it in arms”[footnoteRef:4]- and there have been many more since.  [4:  The Provisional Government of Ireland to the People of Ireland, word document accessed 23/05/2021] 

The intended outcome of the Proclamation was to establish Ireland as a Republic, in order to place the interests of Irish citizens first and foremost and put an end to external English rule. They aimed to control the issues surrounding the unfair treatment of Irish tenants suffering from unregulated housing prices under the control of English landlords and landowners that did not even live in the country. These had been recurring issues since the time of the Famine. The IRB campaigned for the autonomy of the Irish people, and an end to governance from a country other than its own, and as such the proclamation can be compared to other documents that promote the same ideals. 
Considering this, the Sinn Fein party manifesto of 1918 bears several similarities with the Easter Rising Proclamation- its insistence on the freedom of Irish citizens from the British Government being chief among them. However, in contrast to the Proclamation, which was for all intents and purposes a call to arms, the Sinn Fein manifesto of 1918[footnoteRef:5] does nothing other than warn of the use of force if necessary. It specifically opposed the drafting of Irish people into the First World War by Britain[footnoteRef:6]. Despite this, a great many Irish men fought in the Great War. The Easter Rising itself happened when it did due to the First World War, as the IRB thought that the British Government would have all its efforts focused on the war instead of on Ireland. They even went as far as to request aid from Germany, a common enemy of England during the time, even though they were also at war with them. Following the election in 1918 Sinn Fein won 70% of the Irish seats available in Westminster, meaning that the possibility of independence was within reach. Despite the victory, the party members of Sinn Fein began the forming of their own Parliament at the Dublin Mansion House. On the 21st of January 1919, the first Dáil Éireann (the name of the Irish Parliament) met, and unanimously passed their provisional constitution. The Irish Declaration of Independence was then read, marking the formation of the Republic of Ireland. It could be argued that the Easter Rising was a catalyst for these events to happen, and as such was necessary to the liberation of the Irish population. After the Easter Rising it was necessary for the Republican’s to take a slightly different stance. Moving away from a more militant position, the reformation of Sinn Fein paved the way for a political movement that could benefit the new Republic. Despite being seen as advocators of violence, and even the source of the tensions, Sinn Fein negotiated a Treaty between Ireland and Britain that resulted in the Irish Free State being established, with Northern Ireland exempt, as per the treaty. [5:  General Election: Manifesto to the Irish People, Sinn Fein Standing Committee, 1918]  [6:  1918 General Election and Declaration of Irish Republic, Never Such Innocence, <https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/1918-general-election-and-declaration-of-irish-republic> [accessed 23/05/21]] 

The effectiveness of the Irish Republican Brotherhood’s Proclamation compared to that of Sinn Fein’s manifesto is debatable. On one hand it could be said that the Easter Rising failed completely in what it was trying to achieve. On the other hand, the argument exists that the Easter Rising paved the way for Sinn Fein to gain power and put in place the events that lead to the creation of the Republic. The execution of the seven signatories would have undoubtedly been a blow to their movement- but it is likely they were aware they would not live to see their efforts come to fruition and accepted it as the cost of Ireland’s freedom. This act of martyrdom spurred the Irish and through a slightly more diplomatic approach Sinn Fein came to power. It must be noted that although a political party, Sinn Fein used intimidation tactics, threats and acts of violence in their rise to power. This was used heavily in British propaganda to demonise Sinn Fein and its associates- despite having used the same tactics to occupy Ireland originally. The ideas behind Sinn Fein, down to the meaning of the words- “we ourselves”- go hand in hand with the Irish Republican Brotherhood’s, however the IRB failed where Sinn Fein did not. This could be put down to a number of reasons, such as the militaristic nature of the IRB working against them. Irish independence could not solely be achieved through war. This is where the statements of the Proclamation differ to the manifesto of Sinn Fein. The Proclamation declares Irish freedom, whereas the manifesto promises it. The Proclamation is addressed solely to the Irish people with the aim of gathering support and inciting revolution. Sinn Fein’s manifesto promises an Irish Republic “by making use of any and every means available to render impotent the power of England to hold Ireland in subjection by military force or otherwise.”[footnoteRef:7] This carries a similar message to that of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, in that both were willing to use any means necessary- and both openly declared this. That being said, Sinn Fein’s manifesto has the tone of a statement being issued by a genuine political party that wished to better the lives of its citizens, whereas the Easter Rising Proclamation was solely a message to the Irish people and as such is written to be accessible to as many as possible. This helped in the gathering of support for both groups respectively, as the appeal of an independent Ireland was spread amongst the population.  [7:  General Election: Manifesto to the Irish People, Sinn Fein Standing Committee, 1918] 

There is a lot of difficulty in finding any British responses or accounts to the Easter Rising, and that is due in part to the nature of the situation. Ireland is a lot closer to home than many other conflicts have been, and as such is an ugly mark in British history. It tends to be swept under the rug for fear of causing more Anglo-Irish tensions, and because there is still much political unrest in Ireland today.[footnoteRef:8] The relevance of the Easter Rising cannot be denied however, and it is that relevance that makes Ireland’s history so controversial today. It may also be speculated that the British Government declines to comment on the Rising due to the fact that the Ireland’s problems stem from British rule, and as such the British Government wish to avoid any negative publicity surrounding Ireland. [8:  Tom Garner, 1916’s Easter Rising transformed Great Britain as well as Ireland, History of War, <https://www.historyanswers.co.uk/history-of-war/how-the-easter-rising-transformed-great-britain-as-well-as-ireland/> [accessed 23/05/21]] 

As we get further and further from the events of the Easter Rising having taken place, and it slips further away from living memory, the more it can be used as a symbol of freedom and revolution, as people will have forgotten the negative side of the rising, its death toll and the destruction it caused. This is both a good and bad thing, in that while it lends more support to Irish independence, it makes it harder to ensure that events like it do not happen again. Until Ireland is completely independent, it seems inevitable that history will repeat itself, and there will be many more casualties on both sides before that happens.
All told, the Easter Rising was brought about by the ideals of seven men, led chiefly by Thomas J. Clarke. Clarke was born in 1858, and at the age of 20 he joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood, eventually fleeing to the States after a failed attack. He spent some 15 years of his life in prison prior to the Easter Rising for various offences related to his patriotism. It is easy to see why a man who devoted his entire life to the Irish cause would be willing to die for it. It is this mentality that is most evident from the Proclamation given by these men, as for them it is the culmination of everything they worked towards. Although the Rising itself was a military failure, the legacy that it left achieved exactly what the founders of the Irish Republican Brotherhood intended. Regardless of their methods it is undeniable that the Easter Rising Proclamation was vital to the creation of the Republic of Ireland. The Rising brought about a return to physical force Republicanism instead of the constitutional nationalism that had been commonplace for the last five decades. This is undoubtedly why Sinn Fein’s popularity soared in following years, and as such is what led to their landslide victory in 1918, and the beginning of the dream of Irish Home Rule being realised. The Irish Republican Brotherhood’s Proclamation sought to unite the Irish people and incite them to fight back against English rule, and in that they absolutely succeeded. The Easter Uprising was not an isolated incident of violence, it was rather a particularly important battle (one of many) in the ongoing struggle for Irish independence and equality. 

