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What is the Root of Poverty? 
Introduction:

Though People are not equally endowed with strength, skills, and luck but if we give the same amount of money to everyone, some people will waste all the money other can save some money and day by day there will be some classification in our society. There are mainly three classes in our society, rich, middleclass and poor. Each class can be divided by three more classes. So I am going to talk about these classes. How these classes are created and what is the root of poverty, especially in Bangladesh in South Asia.
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                          Figure-1. Map of south Asia and Bangladesh.
There are seven countries in South Asia, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Maldives. Bangladesh is a law land country with lot of river and it is a country which borders the Bay of Bengal between Burma and India. It has a total area of 144,000 square kilometres of which 10,000 square kilometres is under water during the dry season. Considerably more is under water during the wet season such as that just finished which has made 30 million people homeless. It has a population of 140 million people of whom one-third are under the age of 14 years. It has a literacy rate of about 43%, with 54% of males and 32% of females being literate. The Majority of the Bangladeshi people are Muslim, more than 80%, and most of the balance being Hindu.
Bangladesh is one of the poorest and most over-populated countries in the world. It has an unemployment rate of about 40%. Two-thirds of Bangladeshis are employed in the agricultural sector. Rice is the single most important product to produce in this sector. Nevertheless, the country is built upon fertile land which is regularly flooded by water coming down from the Himalayas is highly productive in terms of rice, jute, tea, wheat, sugar cane, potatoes, oil seeds, tobacco, spices, poultry and milk. The country has significant gas reserves and some coal. A major export of Bangladesh is that of its labour to the Middle East especially Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, and also to Malaysia. Workers remittances back to Bangladesh were estimated at just fewer than 2 billion US dollars in the year 2000. 

I came from Bangladesh to the UK two years ago. I was born and brought up in Bangladesh. I saw the slum area in the capital city Dhaka as well as other district.
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                                          Figure-2
There is a very long slum area on both sides of railway line. They don’t have pure water to drink, enough clothing, medicine or treatment. No one gives them free education or sufficient amounts of food. Last night the baby who was born in one of the slum areas, by birth it will be poor and by nationality it will have a lot of debt. At the same time the baby who is born in the U.K or the U.S.A it will be very rich. This is the fortune created by human being. 
If we start looking at the history of this world we will find out the way of creation of economics. In the ancient world, people used to interchange their produce. Apparently, men used to go to deep into the forest to hunt and women used to collect fruits and then they ate everything together. Gradually when they started farming they began to interchange their produce properly and after that money was created.

Though it is true that the strong person that works hard has to eat enough to keep his body fit, the person who has less strength also has the right to have a sufficient amount of food. In the ancient world the person who could kill a tiger had the right to wear the tiger’s teeth as a necklace and of course it made him different from the general public. Gradually this type of difference made people rich and poor.
First of all I want to talk about the basic human needs. We all know that our basic needs is five things.1) Food, 2) Cloth, 3) Residence, 4) Education, 5) Medicine. A person is considered as poor if he or she does not have the necessary resources to meet his or her basic needs. In the same way a nation can be regarded as poor if in general it is unable to adequately meet the basic needs of its population. Most of the time a person is counted to be at an economic disadvantage if his or her income level is below the defined poverty line. After creating this civilised world people thought that because of law and order and humanity everyone would get their own equal right. However, to tell the truth there still is a large chasm between rich and poor. The GDP (Gross Domestic Product) of the poorest 48 nations, which is a quarter of the world's countries, is less than the wealth of the world's three richest people combined. Nearly half the world's population - some 2.8 billion people - live on between one and two dollars per day. The gap between the rich and the poor is vast. In Bangladesh one day labourer’s income is about ten pence per hour whereas in the U.K the minimum wage is four pound twenty pence per hour. So poor countries like Bangladesh’s labour’s wages is fifty times less then rich countries labour wages. In 1960, 20% of the world's people in the richest countries had 30 times the income of the poorest 20% -- in 1997, 74 times as much.
Poverty is more than a lack of income, including the absence of facilities to satisfy basic needs such as health, education, employment and essential services. Some well-known reasons for poverty are unemployment, underemployment, and exploitation. To overcome these we need basically two things. These are humanitarian and the ability to develop one’s potential. To develop law and order and some new policies is also important. Other factors that have complicated the problem include: the spread of HIV/AIDS, and ongoing deterioration of the natural resources. In South Africa HIV/AIDS is 20% of there population (45,454,211) and the population below the poverty line is 50%. 

Economical Statistics about poverty: Economics is a social science. It always finds solutions to the economic problem. We know that the needs of individuals and societies are infinite but the resources available to them are limited. This problem is universal. Economics is concerned with how these resources can and should be allocated, so that the most benefit can be derived from them. From statistics it was found that now-a-days 20% of the population in the developed nations consume 86% of the world’s goods because a few hundred millionaires now own as much wealth as the world's poorest 2.5 billion people.

Each of us has a plan of our own needs and wants; perhaps a peace of bread or a house or a new car, a holyday in Europe or U.S.A or watching a movie with partner. However, every thing is determined by the resources available to us. It means our income is the most important thing which dictates our shopping list. We may own property or shares, we make decisions about how much to spend and how much to save and whether to let out our spare room to a lodger or not. We are constantly engaged to solve our own personal economic problems: prioritizing needs, line up choices and allocating our income in a way that provides us with as much satisfaction as possible. Similar choices have to be made by firms, which only have so many machines, workers, space and managers available to them. They have to decide what goods to be produced and for whom they would be produced. Managers make decisions about how best to use these available resources to get the most benefit or return for the organization. One country’s economics policy is same like an individual person or an organization. The problem a nation faces is really no different to that facing the individual. Everyone has unlimited needs and wants  such as, better comminication, better schools, sufficient and upgraded health care center, a secure life. Nevertheless, resources are limited. By utilising the quantity and quality of these resources like land, labour and capital we try to fulfill our needs. The macro economy decides how best to use these available resources to provide maximum benefits for the community as a whole. If any problem arises then it is called a macroeconomic problem. All countries and communities are faced with this same economic problem. Proper decisions and choices have to be made in order to ensure that needs and wants are met with sufficient resources. For this every country has to take decisions about their product type and quality, how to produce it and how to market those goods and services produced. When they take these types of decisions they have to think about time and period as well. Sometimes they produce goods for immediate consumption, other times they produce goods that will lead to increased production and therefore consumption in the future. Every country tries to produce as many goods and services as they can. By making the most effective use of their available resources, they want to get maximum benefits. Such an example would be Bangladeshi trade. The population of Bangladesh is 140,369000(Approximately) and the density is 1,078 per sq.Km. So this country has a great deal of manpower to supply to the outside world. Those rich countries which need manpower should invest their money in developing Bangladeshi manpower skill. When Bangladesh government dosen’t get sufficent amount of money from other rich countries to invest for education and youth development programm then the government is to loan a lot of money with high interest rate from world bank and invest those money to its population to develop their skill but reality is after getting proper tranning and education they go to rich country as a permament bases to work and live over there and they forget their duty and responsibilities about their country and the child who bone in Bangladesh it takes the responsibilities of those debth. The poorer the country, the more likely it is that debt repayments are being extracted directly from people who neither contracted the loans nor received any of the money. The developing world now spends $13 on debt repayment for every $1 it receives as grants. This type of grants are generally received from IMF, The World Bank and WTO. So we should have a clear conceptation about the global economic governance like IMF, The World Bank and WTO.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF): Since 1971, the IMF has appired as a  very good economic model to requires countries to carry out stringent market-based reforms as a condition for receiving assistance. The IMF was set up to oversee the global rules governing money in general. The IMF maintains currency stability through a system of fixed exchange rate.  The IMF has grown from its original 29 members to 182 members. Its headquarters are in Washington.
The World Bank : Since 1980s the World Bank (formerly the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development) has geared its leading to two structural adjustment,(1) the reorientation of economics around market principles and (2) their integration into the global economy. The World Bank was designed to reduce those thing which create risk in foreign lending, thereby underpinning economic stability. The World Bank’s headquarters are in Washington.
World Trade Organization (WTO): The WTO was established in 1995, replacing the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). The WTO has wider and stronger powers than those of GATT. The WTO’s mission is to liberalize world trade and create an open global trading system. The WTO had 140 members in 2000, with a further 30 countries applying to join. Its head quarters are in Geneva.
Developing country need money and rich countries want to invest their money and this type of organization work in between.A developing country like Bangladesh is now stuck with a mysterious situation like below:

 Less Investment 
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So in order to break this circle we need to get a great deal of investment. However, the resources are limited. In these circumstances this type of developing country needs a lot of long term investment without having to pay high interest from rich countries.           
We have been trying to understand the developmental process deeply in recent years. Nevertheless, there is still is a large gap in our knowledge in identifying the sources of underdevelopment, and remedial elements of poverty. Micro level research is essential if we are to solve this problem. For developing the ways of doing business in the developing world, we should follow the primary Program on Economic Performance, whose core objectives are to: 
1) sharpen our understanding of the causes of good and bad economic performance, 
2) develop policy recommendations that will improve developing countries economy and individuals development as well 
3) distribute the research findings as widely as possible.
Dr. J.W. Smith, the Institute for Economic Democracy, said:

“The impoverishment of the developing world is understandable once one learns how "plunder by trade" locks the world into violence and war.

Eliminating poverty is not philosophically complicated; eliminate the monopolization of land, technology, and finance capital and equalize pay for equally productive work, both within internal economies and between trading nations. Once all nations and all people have access to technology and their labour is paid equally for equally productive work, the buying power of labour in different nations, and within nations, will equalize. Eliminating those monopolies will instantly distribute a share of the wealth to all members of society even as economic efficiency increases and produces more wealth. This is a more cooperative and democratic capitalism that will assure all rights for all people.”

One of the major reasons why the economy of poorer countries is weak is because there is low-paid labour in those nations. This can be compared to the high profits and high wages in the rich societies that have dominated global trade for centuries. The difference in wealth accumulation is not linear, it is exponential. Wealth accumulation advantage increases or decreases exponentially with the differential in pay for equally-productive labour. 
We should follow this example carefully and do the math ourselves:
The equally-productive worker in the poorly-paid Third World produces a unique shirt, 
· is paid $1 an hour, 

· and is producing one shirt an hour. 

The equally-productive worker in the developed world produces another unique shirt.

· is paid $10 an hour, 

· and produces one shirt per hour. 

Each equally-productive worker likes, and purchases, the other's shirt. 

The $1 an hour worker must work 10 hours to buy one of the shirts of the $10 an hour worker but, with the money earned in the same 10 hours, the $10 an hour worker can buy 100 of the shirts of the $1 an hour worker.
So Poverty is not just an economic issue, it is also an issue of political economics. 

Politics and poverty:
Around the world, inequality is increasing, while globalization is on the increase. Even the wealthiest nation on Earth (the USA) has the widest gap between rich and poor of any industrialized nation. In many cases, international politics and various interests have created  a diversion of available resources from domestic needs to western markets. Historically, politics and power games have been played by the elite leaders and rulers.These have often manifested themselves in wars, hot and cold, which have often been trade and resource-related. This, in turn, has led to an increase in the poverty and dependency of the developing countries.  Mercantilist practices, while termed free trade, still take place today. Once again, we can see that poverty is not just an economic issue; it is also an issue of political economics.
Politicians are the fathers of our society and fathers always earn to serve their families and make plans for developing their families as well as giving protection to their families. In my view there are two types of politics good politics and bad politics. Good politics is that type of politics which is for the development of the nation including humanity. Bad politics can be where politicians only develop their own wealth and power. Also, it can involve grand promises to the public which are based on lies. That is, once in power, these pledges are often forgotten. Nowadays, most politicians are practicing bad politics. There political policy is only for them. Such an example would be the U.S.A interfering with Iraq. U.S.A and British soldiers are killing innocent people, raping Muslim women and are responsible for destroying uncountable family. They are making them to come down below poverty level. For continue this war the U.S.A government needs billion of dollars and part of this money will be collected by levying high interest loans on poorer countries and day by day those country’s people will become poorer.
So far, Congress has appropriated approximately $56 billion in April 2003 for Iraq war; another $72 billion in November 2003, and currently is in the process of appropriating an additional $25 billion, which was requested by the Bush Administration in May 2004. The total amounts to over $150 billion, but will be higher as the Bush Administration requests further spending later this year.

State breakdowns are based on the contribution of each state’s residents to the total tax collection, according to the IRS. Local breakdowns are based on the city or county’s population and income levels relative to the state. Money will also be collected from the poorer country by continuing evil practices. Less than one per cent of what the world spent every year on weapons was needed to put every child into school by the year 2000 and yet it didn't happen.
"Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired, signifies in the final sense a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed." 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower
April 16, 1953

So politics makes war and poverty and war give birth to poverty.

Like socialist and democratic there are so many classifications of politics. Among them nowadays democracy is being practiced every where. The meaning of democracy, “rule by the people” from the ancient Greek “demokratia”. The term “democracy” in its modern sense came into use in the course of the nineteenth century to describe a system of representative government in which the representatives are chosen by free competitive elections and most male citizens are entitled to vote. This state of affairs was reached in the United States of America during the 1830s and 1840s. In Britain the franchise was successively broadened in 1832, 1867 and 1884. Women in Britain only received the vote after the First War and in France in 1946. For understanding democracy and vote system we need educated people, so we should spread education  everywhere. But, to tell the truth, nearly a billion people began the 21st century unable to read a book or sign their names. 

Because of political policy the top fifth of the world's people in the richest countries enjoy 82% of the expanding export trade and 68% of foreign direct investment -- the bottom fifth, barely more than 1%. The combined wealth of the world's 200 richest people hit $1 trillion in 1999; the combined incomes of the 582 million people living in the 43 least developed countries is $146 billion. Some poor countries presidents are dictators and they are slaves of some rich countries government. That is why those poor countries fortune is not changing. Every country needs an honest and patriotic political party that keeps humanity in their heart.      
War makes poverty: Poverty triggers violence. In the over one hundred large civil wars that have engulfed many parts of the world since the Second World War, the leading cause of insurgency is poverty - not ethnicity or religion. The lesson could not be starker: reducing the incidence and intensity of violence within the developing world will require a major effort to alleviate poverty. USA said now they are fighting against terrorism but as the richest country in the world they should fight against the poverty in the world at first. Now I am going to talk about some war: 

Israel & Palestine: Everyone knows about the HISTORY of Israel & Palestine. This is not a new thing to us. The Palestinian problem became an international issue towards the end of the First World War with the disintegration of the Turkish Ottoman Empire.  Palestine was among the several former Ottoman Arab territories which were placed under the administration of Great Britain under the Mandates System adopted by the League of Nations following the League's Covenant. All but one of these Mandated Territories became fully independent States, as anticipated. The exception was Palestine where, instead of being limited to "the rendering of administrative assistance and advice" the Mandate had as a primary objective the implementation of the "Balfour Declaration" issued by the British Government in 1917, expressing support for "the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people". During the years of the Palestine Mandate, from 1922 to 1947, large-scale Jewish immigration from abroad, mainly from Eastern Europe took place, the numbers swelling in the 1930s with the notorious Nazi persecution of Jewish populations. Palestinian demands for independence and resistance to Jewish immigration led to a rebellion in 1937, followed by continuing terrorism and violence from both sides during and immediately after World War II. Great Britain tried to implement various formulas to bring independence to a land ravaged by violence. In 1947, Great Britain in frustration turned the problem over to the United Nations. After that, still now we are losing a lot of life over there everyday. Now the Palestinian population has entered its fifth year of humanitarian crisis. The Palestinians are one of the world's largest per capita international aid recipients - approximately US $1 billion per year or $310 per person. While optimism for change is prevailing, the crisis cannot be resolved without an easing of Palestinian movement restrictions and a lifting of the closure policy - security measures Israel implemented with the intent of protecting its citizens. Recent UN's International Labour Organisation (ILO) mission to the West Bank and Gaza found that disruptions to transport and labour were a bar to investment and production. The ILO says one-third of Palestinian workers are unemployed, and almost two-thirds live below the poverty line. This in turn could intensify violence, the agency warned. 70% of Palestinians are living below the poverty level.
As Peter Hansen, Commissioner General of the UN Relief and Works Agency, the largest aid organisation working in the territories, recently put it: “No drought has hit Gaza and the West Bank, no crops have failed and the shops are often full of food. But the failure of the peace process and the destruction of the economy by Israel's closure policy have had the effect of a terrible natural disaster.” 

War in Afghanistan: The Bush administration began its bombing strikes on the hapless, poverty-stricken country Afghanistan October 7, and ground attacks by US Special Forces began October 19. The American media has conducted a systematic cover-up of the real economic and strategic interests that underlie the war against Afghanistan, in order to sustain the pretence that the war emerged overnight, full-blown, in response to the terrorist attacks of September 11. The official American myth is that “everything changed” on the day four airliners were hijacked and nearly 5,000 people murdered (11 Sep). The US military intervention in Afghanistan, by this account, was hastily improvised in less than a month. Deputy Defence Secretary Paul Wolfowitz, in a television interview November 18, actually claimed that only three weeks went into planning the military onslaught. This is only one of countless lies emanating from the Pentagon and White House about the war against Afghanistan. The truth is that the US intervention was planned in detail and carefully prepared long before the terrorist attacks provided the pretext for setting it in motion. If history had skipped over September 11, and the events of that day had never happened, it is very likely that the United States would have gone to war in Afghanistan anyway, and on much the same schedule. The United States ruling elite has been contemplating war in Central Asia for at least a decade. As long ago as 1991, following the defeat of Iraq in the Persian Gulf War, Newsweek magazine published an article headlined “Operation Steppe Shield?” It reported that the US military was preparing an operation in Kazakhstan modelled on the Operation Desert Shield deployment in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Iraq.

 American oil companies have acquired rights to as much as 75 percent of the output of these new fields, and US government officials have hailed the Caspian and Central Asia as a potential alternative to dependence on oil from the unstable Persian Gulf region. American troops have followed in the wake of these contracts. US Special Forces began joint operations with Kazakhstan in 1997 and with Uzbekistan a year later, training for intervention especially in the mountainous southern region that includes Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and northern Afghanistan.

The major problem in exploiting the energy riches of Central Asia is how to get the oil and gas from the landlocked region to the world market. US officials have opposed using either the Russian pipeline system or the easiest available land route, across Iran to the Persian Gulf. Instead, over the past decade, US oil companies and government officials have explored a series of alternative pipeline routes—west through Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey to the Mediterranean; east through Kazakhstan and China to the Pacific; and, most relevant to the current crisis, south from Turkmenistan across western Afghanistan and Pakistan to the Indian Ocean.

The Afghanistan pipeline route was pushed by the US-based Unocal oil company, which engaged in intensive negotiations with the Taliban regime. These talks, however, ended in disarray in 1998, as US relations with Afghanistan were inflamed by the bombing of US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, for which Osama bin Laden was held responsible. In August 1998, the Clinton administration launched cruise missile attacks on alleged bin Laden training camps in eastern Afghanistan. That was the first step to begin the war.
While millions of Afghan children have returned to school following the collapse of the Taliban regime in late 2001, tens of thousands of school-age youngsters, restricted by economic hardship, must still work on the streets of the Afghan capital, Kabul, to sustain their families.
War in Iraq: On March 19, 2003, American and British forces began the Third Persian Gulf War, a conflict which may become popularly known as "Gulf War 2" or the "Second Iraq War," or some other designation. The U.S. government already calls this conflict "Operation Iraqi Freedom." Regardless of what it is called, this conflict is by far the first truly major war of the 21st Century. While considered by many to be another part of the "War on Terror," it is in many ways separate and unique in its own right. In scope of preparation and potential consequences, the new war in Iraq by far overshadows the earlier invasion of Afghanistan.
By analysing of chronic poverty for the Centre/South region of Iraq, It was founded that one in five Iraqis or 4.6 million people suffer from chronic poverty. WFP had estimated before the war that 60% of the Iraqi population were entirely dependent on the monthly food rations. This survey shows that even with free food a large number of Iraqis in the South and Centre of the country remained chronically poor The study measures chronic poverty defined as a condition whereby a household or an individual becomes frequently unable to meet basic needs including adequate food, water, clothing, shelter, health and basic education. 

The Next Strategic Target is Iran:

Investigative journalist Seymour Hersh reported in The New Yorker magazine this week that the Pentagon has already secretly sent in forces to Iran to identify possible future military targets. In the article, titled “The Coming Wars: What the Pentagon Can Now Do in Secret,” Hersh wrote that he had been repeatedly told by intelligence and military officials, on condition of anonymity that "the next strategic target was Iran."

The covert reconnaissance missions have been underway since at least last summer, aided by Pakistan as well as Israel. According to Hersh's article, the president has authorized the Pentagon to send secret commando forces into as many as 10 nations in the Middle East and South Asia. These forces could potentially carry out combat operations or even terrorist acts. Bush reportedly used the Pentagon for the missions instead of the CIA to avoid having to report to Congress.

On Monday, the Pentagon criticized major aspects of the article, saying in a written statement "Hersh's article is so riddled with errors of fundamental fact that the credibility of his entire piece is destroyed." But President Bush, when asked by NBC’s David Gregory whether he would rule out military action against Iran, said: “I hope we can solve it diplomatically, but I will never take any option off the table.”

Last of all I just want to tell that the earth can bear no more wars and abuse. 

Culture and poverty: There are different types of culture in this world. Sometimes poverty is created by culture. Suppose that if we look at Bangladeshi culture we will find that, most of the places over there, female are not allowed to work for earning money, they are only allowed working for their own family and children. To develop a family we need money. So male and female should work together to earn. Money flow is the important thing to develop a countries economy. If half of the population don’t involve themselves to earn money than how a nation can develop or decrease their poverty. Now-a-days a few ratios of women have started to work outside of their house, in Bangladesh, like men, especially in the capital city. Though they work same hours like men but their wages is almost half then men. Always we underestimate our female. In Bangladesh most of the day labourers earn less then £1 per day by working more then eight hours and female earn half of a pound by working same hours. This type of culture should be changed. Here most of the families head are male person and whatever they earn most of the money they spend for themselves like smoking, drinking or playing gambling or any other entertainment they do and if their wife earn then they also want to take advantage from their wife’s wages otherwise they torture them. To give their children’s address majority of this type of wives has to tolerate this.

Recently we always hear “Feminism” around us. We know that there are a lot of economic inequalities between men and women. The opportunities of women are affected in a major way by inequalities within families. The fact that the opportunities of women are affected by inequalities within families has become very apparent in the United States because of the increase in family breakdowns. The evidence based on analyses of these family breakdowns shows that women and children suffer significant decreases in their material standard of living while men enjoy an increase. Much of the inequality within the family stems from an unequal distribution of domestic labour and child care. Women typically choose to give up their jobs and careers in order to have and take care of children. The consequence is that in many families, the man is the principal breadwinner, and, if the family breaks down, the woman does not have employment that supports a standard of living comparable to when the husband and wife pooled incomes.
In south Asia especially in Bangladesh and India, in a marriage ceremony most of the bride-groom’s families take dowry from the bride’s family and sometimes this demand become too high then the bride’s father’s capability. To solve this problem a lower middleclass family can be become a poor family. This is happening in our society because of the absence of consciousness. To show them sunlight we should help them to put off the cloth by which their eye is tided.
In UK, they take tax from those who have youth and have a job and they give pension money to them who are old enough to do work or to job seekers. In one sense this type of police is very good to reduce poverty.   
In rich countries like UK or USA we always find that those who are less able they also have opportunities to build up their career but in poor countries like Bangladesh, they have less chance. In Bangladesh if one family have this type of less able person then that family member always try to hide this news to others. They feel shame to tell it to others or even to send them to school. That’s why this type of less able people lives below poverty level in the rest of their life and increase the average debt of the country. 
Bagging is another bad practice in Asian culture, especially in India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. In Bangladesh those who lost their land in village area they generally come to city to do something but when they don’t find any job then they choice bagging and they have to live below poverty level. Majority of the people in this countries are emotional and those who are rich they like to give little amount of money to beggar but it is rare for rich people to slob any poor families problem permanently.
Children in these countries are getting less chance to go to school. Most of the poor families eight to ten years old children involve themselves to earn money to survive. So they have less chance to learn how to improve one’s economical position or how to change one’s fortune. They don’t learn how to be a good citizen in the country or what is a person’s responsibility for his or her own family as well as his own nation, they only want to learn how to survive.

Education and Poverty: The relationship between education and poverty reduction is very clear: educated people have higher income earning potential, and are better able to improve the quality of their lives. Persons with at least a basic education are more likely to avail of a range of social services, and to participate more actively in local and national government through voting and community involvement. They are less likely to be marginalized within the larger society. Education empowers; it helps people become more proactive, gain control over their lives, and widen the range of available choices. In fact, the opposite of marginalization is empowerment, and basic education is one of the keys to empowerment, both for individuals and groups. The combination of increased earning ability, political and social empowerment, and enhanced capacity to participate in community governance is a powerful instrument for helping break the poverty cycle. In fact, education is the primary vehicle by which economically and socially marginalized adults and children can lift themselves out of poverty and obtain the means to participate fully in their communities.

Poverty is both a cause and an effect of insufficient access to or completion of quality education. Children of poor families are less likely to enrol in and complete schooling because of the associated costs of attending school, even when it is provided free. The cost of uniforms, supplies, and transportation may well be beyond the means of a poor family, especially when the family has several children of school age. This means that choices have to be made, and the choice is often to drop out of school or, worse yet, to deny schooling to girls while enrolling the boys, thereby contributing directly to maintaining the inferior status of women. And as poor children who are enrolled grow older, the opportunity cost (their lost labour and the foregone income it may entail) becomes greater, thus increasing the likelihood of abandoning school. Dropping out of school because of poverty virtually guarantees perpetuation of the poverty cycle since the income-earning potential of the child is reduced, not to mention overall productivity, receptivity to change, and capacity to improve quality of life. Lack of education perpetuates poverty, and poverty constrains access to schooling. Eliminating poverty requires providing access to quality education but unfortunately nearly a billion people entered the 21st century unable to read a book or sign their names and In Bangladesh literacy rate of about 43%, with 54% of males and 32% of females. In the world in 1999, 71% of adult females were illiterate. (World Bank World Development Indicators 2001 Report). It is estimated that less than one per cent of what the world spent every year on weapons was needed to put every child into school by the year 2000 and yet it didn't happen. 
Education is recognized as a basic human right. Education is closely linked to virtually all dimensions of development—human, economic, and social. It is also a key factor in improving governance. Investment in education supports a much broader agenda including health, nutrition, the values of the environment, and community participation. Expanding girls’ education, for example, has a positive effect on fertility, infant mortality, nutrition, and enrolment rates of the next generation. An educated populace has easier access to important information about HIV/AIDS prevention and other public issues. Keeping children in school is a well-recognized strategy for reducing child labour. The synergies of education investment are powerful, and underscore the importance of education to facilitate achievement of a range of social and economic goals.
The hope is for Bangladeshi that Bangladesh has also implemented the first-ever Food for Schooling program, which may soon be added to the list of successful anti-poverty interventions. 

Social work and Sociology related with poverty: Bangladesh is a thickly populated poor country. Though we have manpower but we don’t have skilled manpower. Now a days in Bangladesh a large number of charity parties doing social work to develop human resource skill including young people and women. They also teach about family planning. They are trying their best to develop people’s consciousness.
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Some other international origination Like SCOUTS, APEX, ROTARECT, RED CROSS, RED CRECENT etc also doing some different activities to develop our nations.
Law about Wealth and poverty: First of all I want to tell about the ‘rule of law’ because to reduce poverty very quickly from our society, it is very important to establish this rule of law properly in Bangladesh. Its simplest meaning is that everything must be done according to law, but in that sense it gives little comfort unless it also means that the law must not give the government too much power.
It may correctly be said that rule of law does not mean and cannot 

mean any government under any law. It means the rule by a democratic law- a law which is passed in a democratically elected parliament after adequate debate and discussion. Likewise, Sir Ivor Jennings says - 

"In proper sense rule of law implies a democratic system, a constitutional government where criticism of the government is not only permissible but also a positive merit and where parties based on competing politics or interests are not only allowed but encouraged. Where this exist the other consequences of rule of law must follow".
The rule of law is a basic feature of the constitution of Bangladesh. It has been pledged in the preamble to the constitution of Bangladesh that - 

"It shall be fundamental aim of the state to realise through the democratic process a socialist society, free from exploitation - a society in which the rule of law, fundamental human rights and freedom, equality and justice, political economic and social, will be secured for all citizens." 
Newspaper editors in Bangladesh said that they believe that in general they are not under threat, of any great significance, from government. A further positive sign for the future is the enthusiasm and commitment to the rule of law and indeed the deep understanding of the rule of law expressed by the young people. If their youthful enthusiasm is not perverted by the hardships and temptations of life they may well carry on the magnificent tradition of those who, including many lawyers, created the original Constitution of Bangladesh. These young lawyers are well aware of the problems of their country and many of them are truly committed to the continuing transition to democracy of Bangladesh. 

They clearly understand that such a transition will not take place without the rule of law being firmly established. 
There are lot of political violence and corruption we find as well. Taking brave and miss use of police department is known to everyone in this country. An anti-corruption commission has been legislated and is in the process of being set up. It will take some time to become effective, but it is a positive sign in terms of the rule of law. Massive funding will of course be required to make any significant impact upon corruption. Other reforms are necessary. 

Land reform is vital. Land disputes reportedly account for 80% of the cases filed in Bangladesh. It is reported that approximately 3.2 million such cases are pending in court. Delays in hearing of cases are prodigious and there are also some examples, some cases had remained in the court for over four decades. It is not appreciate able. Unlike other south Asian countries, Bangladesh still does not have an independent Human Rights Commission or the office of an Ombudsman to provide easy and accessible redress for violations of human rights. However, in this regard I might point out another sign of hope for the future. The Bangladesh Bar Council has maintained the traditions of an independent and fearless legal profession throughout its history. It publishes a human rights watch which details on a monthly basis the large number of human rights 

abuses which come to its attention, either through the newspapers or by direct contact with clients, witnesses or others. Many of these abuses are against women and in particular women who live in regional Bangladesh. Many others of these abuses involve children. Most are not dealt with by the police. Nevertheless, it is a start that these abuses are being monitored and recorded.
Though there are some positive provisions for ensuring rule of law in Bangladesh Constitution, they are being outweighed by the negative provisions. Though our constitution provides for 18 fundamentals rights for citizens, these remain meaningless version to the masses because due to poverty and absence of proper legal aid, the poor people cannot realize them. It also clear that the application of the principle of the rule of law is merely a farce in our country. However, prospects for establishing society purely based on the democratic principle of the rule of law are not totally absent from the polity. We have a constitutional government elected through a free and fair election. But what is needed for the very cause of the principle of democratic rule of law is- 

1. To separate the judiciary immediately from the executive;
2. To appoint an ombudsman for the sake of transparency and democratic accountability; 
3. To make the parliament effective and to let the law making body to do its due business in cooperation with each other government and opposition;
4. To reform the law enforcing agencies and police force to rid them out of corruption and to free them from political influence so that they could truly maintain the rule of law;
5. To forge national unity and politics of consensus built around the basic values of the constitution, namely democracy, respect for each others human rights, tolerance, communal harmony etc.
Above discussions clearly shows that the present condition of rule of law in Bangladesh is not satisfactory. However, the proposed measures for overcoming the shortcomings of rule of law also are not final but these are fundamental. Independent and particular policy for rule of law is a must for overcoming the ambiguity and anomalies in rule of law. After all, government must be committed to ensure the security of life and property of the people, protection of individual rights and the dissention of justice on the basis of the equality and fairness. On the other extreme, the opposition, civil society and social groups and organizations also have to have the moral obligations to help and cooperate with the government in this juncture.

Finally, I should comment upon the part that the fact that the majority of Bangladeshis are Muslim plays in relation to the rule of law. The Constitution adopted in November 1972 provided for freedom of religion. That was amended in 1988 to declare Islam as the official state religion whilst reiterating nevertheless that other religions may be practised in peace and harmony. It is true that in Bangladesh those who are minority they are not as much ruled by the majority as the other countries in south Asia, are facing.   Islamic family law is applied through the regular court system. The family courts are the courts of first instance for personal status cases of all religious communities although different religious communities are governed by their own personal status laws. Marriage is governed by classical Hanafi law. The interaction between Muslim law and the common law does not appear to have created enormous problems and there is no significant pressure for the introduction of universal Islamic law, notwithstanding the fact that one political party which forms the present coalition government is a fundamentalist party which seeks an Islamic state. So, I think it is likely that the common law tradition will remain for the foreseeable future, but with changes which are relevant to the difficulties Bangladesh faces. The rule of law in Bangladesh is in the course of transition. It is fragile, but has sufficient strength and support to engender confidence that it will survive. 
Natural Disasters and poverty: Natural Disasters come to a nation or country by without noticing and this is the one of the main reason which makes peoples live below poverty level. There are many type of natural disaster caused in this world like Flood, Hurricanes, Cyclones, typhoons, Drought, Earthquakes, Volcanic eruption,  Epidemics, and tsunami disasters. It is better to discuss about these disasters first, then I will try to explain how these are related with poverty.
1. Flood: When flash floods are sudden and extreme volume of water that flow rapidly and cause inundation Because of its rapid nature flash floods are difficult to forecast and give people little time to escape or to take food and other essentials with them then we can accept this disaster as flood. Floods can cause billions of pounds- worth of damage and many deaths. Many people still choose to live on flood plains because the land is good for farming and for building on. But if these areas are hit by unusually stormy weather, the overflowing rivers can bring disaster. When more than 15mm of rain falls in 3 hours, meteorologists describe the conditions as a "flash flood". Here are some major reasons for flash floods to occur.
1. It sometimes occurs when motionless or slow- moving thunderstorms produce heavy rain over a particular area. When this happens, over 50 mm of rain can fall in an hour. The ground very quickly becomes full of water and cannot absorb any more. Water then runs along the surface and into rivers, causing them to overflow.
2. Melting snow can also cause flash floods, sometimes many hundreds of kilometres from the areas of heavy snowfalls. 
There are usually two phases following flood disasters. During the first phase, people crowd on patches of high, safe ground, together with cattle and other animals, even snakes and scorpions. Drinking water is often very difficult to find and sanitation is terrible. During the second phase, people start to move back to their homes as soon as possible. This is often a prolonged process and once home, people face new challenges including destroyed water systems, wells and bore holes that need cleaning up and disinfecting. A couple of weeks after the flood, high risks for epidemics like cholera, malaria and dengue emerge.
2. Cyclones, hurricanes and Typhoons: Cyclones, hurricanes and Typhoons, although named differently, describe the same disaster type. Essentially, these disaster types refer to a large scale closed circulation system in the atmosphere which combines low pressure and strong winds that rotate counter clockwise in the northern hemisphere and clockwise in the southern hemisphere. The system is referred to as a cyclone in the Indian ocean and south pacific, hurricane in the western Atlantic and eastern Pacific and typhoon in the western pacific. Hurricanes and typhoons are the same storm types as 'tropical cyclones'. Cyclones, hurricanes and typhoons can be predicted several days in advance. The onset is extensive and often very destructive. These disasters are usually more destructive than floods.
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Figure-4 Above there is some pictures about Cyclones, hurricanes and Typhoons (before and after affect)
First, in a sudden, brief onslaught, high winds cause major damage to infrastructure and housing, in particular fragile constructions. They are generally followed by heavy rains and floods and, in flat coastal areas, by tidal waves. In the case of cyclones, accurate landfall predictions can give only a few hours' notice to threatened populations. In addition, people generally opt to wait until the very last minute before abandoning their home and possessions. Deaths from drowning in the high tides and sudden flooding and material losses are therefore often very high.
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                                                     Figure-5
Hurricane winds can go up to 186 miles per hour. The lowest air pressure in a hurricane is in the eye. A hurricane's eye can be around 20 miles wide.
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                                                     Figure-6
3. Drought: Drought is a devastating phenomenon. In comparison to fast on-set disasters, drought destroys an area slowly, taking hold and tightening its grip with time. In severe cases, drought can last for many years, and can have devastating effects on agriculture and water supplies. A drought occurs when there is less than 0.2mm of rain, or other type of precipitation, over a period of at least fifteen days. Droughts may occur because of a high blocking of the passage of rain- bearing lows across an area. They also occur when areas of land are cleared of vegetation in areas which are already very dry.
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                                             Figure-7
In general, drought is defined as an extended period - a season, a year, several years - of deficient rainfall relative to the statistical multi-year average for the region. Lack of rainfall leads to inadequate water required for plants, animals and human beings. Rural communities can sometimes cope with one or two successive rain failures and crop or cattle losses: the situation becomes a crucial emergency when they have exhausted all their purchasing resources, food stocks and usual coping mechanisms.
       A drought leads to other disasters, namely:
              Desertification: The processes by which an already                 arid area becomes even more barren, less capable of retaining vegetation, and progress towards becoming a desert. This is often a cause of long term disasters.
               Famine: A catastrophic food shortage affecting large numbers of people due to climatic, environmental and socio-economic reasons. The cause of the famine may produce great migrations to less affected area and also food security problems may drive populations to other areas, such as the outskirts of towns, in search of better conditions. Large settlements of displaced people can form which again increases the risk of disease outbreak.
4. Earthquakes: Earthquakes strike with no early warning and can be devastating. Quakes are measured according to the Richter scale - the most devastating effects are seen on level 6 and above. There are two main classes of earthquakes, volcanic and tectonic. Although all earthquakes associated with active volcanoes are ultimately related to volcanic processes, volcanic earthquakes are directly associated with magma movement, while tectonic earthquakes occur in zones separated from the principal areas of magma movement. Tectonic earthquakes on Hawaii share characteristics with seismic events elsewhere that are not associated with volcanic systems, such as the earthquakes generated by the San Andreas Fault zone in California.
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Figure-8 Four Major Types of Seismograms (Ten Seconds)
If the epicentre of the earthquake is located in highly populated areas, earthquakes can cause high numbers of deaths and injuries as well as serious destruction of buildings and infrastructure. Earthquakes often trigger landslides or tidal waves. Powerful aftershocks frequently occur, causing further damage and increasing psychological stress.
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             Figure-9 After Earthquakes
5. Volcanic eruption: Volcanic eruptions happen when lava and gas are discharged from a volcanic vent. The most common consequences of this are population movements as large numbers of people are often forced to flee the moving lava flow. Volcanic eruptions often cause temporary food shortages and volcanic ash landslides called Lahars. The most dangerous type of volcanic eruption is referred to as a 'glowing avalanche'. This is when freshly erupted magma forms hot pyroclastic flow which has temperatures of up to 1,200 degrees. The pyroclastic flow is formed from rock fragments following a volcanic explosion, the flow surges down the flanks of the volcano at speeds of up to several hundred kilometres per hour, to distances often up to 10km and occasionally as far as 40km from the original disaster site.
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                                      Figure-10 Volcanic eruption 

6. Epidemics: An epidemic is then unusual increase in the number of cases of an infectious disease which already exists in a certain region or population. It can also refer to the appearance of a significant number of cases of an infectious disease in a region or population that is usually free from that disease. Epidemics may be the consequence of disasters of another kind, such as tropical storms, floods, earthquakes, droughts, etc. Epidemics may also attack animals, causing local economic disasters. There are various different epidemics, including: Cholera, Dengue, Ebola, Malaria, Measles, Meningitis, Yellow fever, HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis etc.
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                             Figure-11
7. Tsunami disasters: A Tsunami is a natural phenomenon consisting of a series of waves generated when water in a lake or the sea is rapidly displaced on a massive scale. Earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, and the impact of extraterrestrial bodies such as meteorites, can generate tsunamis which can rapidly and violently inundate coastlines, causing devastating property damage, injuries, and loss of life. The term "tsunami" comes from the Japanese language meaning harbour and wave.    
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    Figure-12  (Schema of a tsunami)

A tsunami can be generated by any disturbance that displaces a large mass of water, such as an earthquake, landslide or meteor impact. However, the most common cause is an undersea earthquake. An earthquake which is too small to create a tsunami by itself may trigger an undersea landslide quite capable of generating a tsunami.
Tsunamis act very differently from typical surf swells; they propagate at high speeds and can travel great transoceanic distances with little energy loss. A tsunami can cause damage thousands of kilometres from its origin, so there may be several hours between its creation and its impact on a coast, arriving long after the seismic wave generated by the originating event arrives. 
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                                                     Figure-13

In open water, tsunamis have extremely long periods (the time for the next wave top to pass a point after the previous one), from minutes to hours, and long wavelengths of up to several hundred kilometres (compare to the typical wind-generated swell one sees at a beach, which might be spawned by a faraway storm and rhythmically roll in, one wave after another, with a period of about 10 seconds and a wavelength of 150 m). The actual height of a tsunami wave in open water is often less than one metre. This is often practically unnoticeable to people on ships. The energy of a tsunami passes through the entire water column to depths of 4000 m or more, unlike surface waves, which typically reach only 10 m or so. The wave travels across the ocean at speeds from 500 to 1000 km/h, so the second or third waves may not arrive until more than an hour later.
So these type of disasters always destroy our property , washed away uncountable life’s and fall people below poverty level and that effects the countries trade and economy. After flooding, floodwater needs to drain away quickly; many cities have huge storm drains to carry away rushing water. In coastal towns, sea walls and dykes are built to keep out waves. To prevent rivers bursting their banks, walls or embankment are sometimes raised. Special flood barriers have been built in some large cities to protect them from the water that sometimes surges upriver during storms.
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 Figure-14
 Above picture is The Thames Barrier was opened in 1984. It protects the people of London from floods. If exceptionally high tides surge up the river, 20 metre- high steel gates close to protect the city. 
Bangladesh is a poor country that’s why though we know that almost every year flood will affect most of our land but we do nothing as a preparation to protect it. After flooding in our country every year we always borrow a lot of money from World Bank to rehabilitation and by practicing it every year our debt ratio is increasing day by day.
Below there are some flood affected areas picture in Asia.
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                                                    Figure-15
Children related with poverty: In one glance,
.  7 Million children die each year as a result of the debt crisis. 8525038 children have died since the start of the year 2000.

· In 2000, 55% of preschool-age children suffered from stunted growth. Fifty-six percent were underweight and more than 17% showed signs of wasting. (World Health Organization) 

· An estimated 7 million children under the age of 14 are forced to work. (South Asian Coalition on Child Servitude) 

·  A child born in the developing world has a 40% chance of living in extreme poverty. (UNICEF State of the World's Children Report 2001).
.  Twenty-nine thousand children die every day, mostly from causes related to poverty and malnutrition. (UNICEF State of the World's Children Report 2001) 

.   45 Million Children to die in next decade due to rich countries’ failure.
Conclusion: People are hungry not because of lack of availability of food, or “over” population, but because they are too poor to afford the food. Politics and economic conditions have led to poverty and dependency around the world. If we can give proper education to Bangladeshi children as well as world children then day will be changed.

Below is some art on poverty by Bangladeshi artist.
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                                   Figure-16
Furthermore, despite the numerous problems caused by poverty, over population, natural disaster, corruption and political instability, Bangladesh has made silent economic growth. Overall economic reform and performance has been good, foreign reserves have shown remarkable improvements with three months’ import coverage in May 2004 from a low of three weeks’ coverage in late 2001. Reform program achievements include sound fiscal management, some successful privatisations, increased revenue collection, lower public expenditure, and private banking regulations. The country is attempting to diversify its economy away from agriculture and at the same time has almost achieved self-sufficiency in food production in spite of its population growth. Its GDP growth rate has averaged more than 4% in the last decade. According to a World Bank May 2004 report, Bangladesh is one country that has achieved greater progress on social indicators such as increasing life expectancy, reducing gender gap in education, than most countries of similar income levels. 
At the end I just want to tell that we can’t change that overnight, it will take time but we should try our best. We should always remember Twenty-nine thousand children die every day, mostly from causes related to poverty and malnutrition. It is not tolerate able.
