Data Analysis and Findings 
This section of the dissertation will analyse the data collected by the questionnaire that was previously discussed in the methodology section of the dissertation. The online questionnaire sent using Google Forms is a quantitative research approach sent to serving Police officers. This section of the dissertation will discuss and analyse the research collected using the questionnaire. 
As outlined in the literature review section of the dissertation, the aim of this dissertation is to critically examine research on police interventions, policies and proactive measures to assess the effectiveness of reducing domestic violence rates and repeat victimisation. This questionnaire was sent to serving police officers to gain direct insight into their experiences with domestic violence incidents and their opinions on if current policies and procedures are adequate at reducing domestic violence rates and repeat victimisation. 
Included in Appendix A, a blank, unanswered copy of the questionnaire sent out to the participants can be found showing the range of questions asked to participants to provide data on the effectiveness of the police and police policies in reducing domestic violence rates and repeat victimisation.
As discussed, the questionnaire was sent to serving police officers via Google Forms and was shared directly with serving police officers by email. The questionnaire included a total of 15 questions and received 42 responses from serving police officers. The full responses from the 42 participants for questions 1-14 can be found in Appendix B and will be referenced throughout the analysis of the data in this section of the dissertation. The final question 15 had a different answer format to the previous questions and invited the participant to leave a full answer rather than select a choice on improvements they believed could assist in reducing repeat victimisation. The full responses to question 15 can be found in Appendix C. The data analysis throughout this section will focus on three themes and will aim to assess the effectiveness of police interventions and proactive measures in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic violence.
Theme 1: Multi-agency partnerships
Questions 6 and 9 specifically refer to police safeguarding measures such as DARA/DASH. DARA/DASH are used by the police as risk assessment tools at domestic violence incidents to gather evidence to share with multi-agency partners and trigger referrals to MARAC (Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference). MARAC is used to share information between different agencies and is an example of multi-agency partnerships that are used to support domestic violence victims. 100% of the participants were aware of these safeguarding measures and when asked if they adequately support victims of domestic violence, 57.1% selected that they agree with the statement. This shows that the participants believe multi-agency partnerships support victims and when asked what the most effective police response is to reduce repeat victimisation, 54.8% selected multi-agency safeguarding. However, research suggests that DASH does not allow officers to identify victims that are at high-risk of repeat victimisation of domestic violence (Turner et al., 2019). Research also suggests that police officers’ inexperience with domestic violence victims may lead to them incorrectly scoring victims which could lead to a delay in them receiving support (Nathoo, 2025). This contrasts with results from question 11. 69% of participants have served as a police officer for under 8 years which may relate to research suggesting inexperience with domestic violence incidents. 
Theme 2: What contributes to repeat victimisation
The participants were asked what factors they believe contribute the most to repeat victimisation (question 13) and 35.7% selected lack of legal consequences. Similarly, when responding to Question 15 (Appendix C), 47.6% mentioned they believed harsher or stronger sentencing would help to reduce repeat victimisation. However, the victims being reluctant to support investigations was the most selected answer to question 13. This is supported by research suggesting women are reluctant to engage with the police, this may be due to past police failings, fear of further violence from the aggressor or fear police will not take them seriously (Vomfell and Povala ,2023). The two factors may also be linked in contributing the repeat victimisation, as victims may be more reluctant to support investigations if they do not believe that there will be legal consequences faced by the perpetrator which could then put the victim at further risk.
Theme three: Effectiveness of police interventions
The results of the questionnaire provide conflicting evidence on whether the participants agree that police interventions are effective at reducing repeat victimisation. 78.6% selected either agree or strongly agree for Question 7 (Appendix B) and 73.8% for Question 8 (Appendix B) relating to evidence-led/victimless prosecutions. However, this contrasts with their answers to Question 10, where 42.8% answer “not very confident” or “not confident at all” that police interventions reduce repeat victimisation. Similarly, 64.3% selected no for Question 14 (Appendix B). These results suggest that officers do believe that although police interventions are important in reducing repeat victimisation, many of the officers questioned do not believe current policies and procedures are adequate in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic violence. This is supported by the statistics that show the domestic abuse rates and repeat victimisation are still high and disproportionately affects women in the UK. As domestic abuse and repeat victimisation is a significant problem in the UK, this suggests what is supported by answers to questions 10 and 14 (Appendix B), that current policies and procedures are not adequately supporting victims and reducing repeat victimisation (For, 2025). 
In conclusion, this section of the dissertation has used data collected by the questionnaire to examine the main aim of the dissertation, if police interventions, policies and proactive measures are effective at reducing domestic violence rates and repeat victimisation. The data collected provided evidence on what current police interventions participants believe are effective such as multi-agency safeguarding. However, it also provided evidence on what policy changes participants believe would reduce repeat victimisation such as introducing stronger sentencing for domestic violence perpetrators. Ultimately, the data suggests that officers believe police interventions are important at reducing repeat victimisation, but further improvements need to be made to policies and procedures. 
Next chapter will provide findings and conclusion into the dissertation and the research on police interventions, policies and proactive measures to assess the effectiveness of reducing domestic violence rates and repeat victimisation.
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Appendix A – 
Violence against women: assessing the effectiveness of police interventions and proactive measures in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic violence. 
The questionnaire aims to explore the effectiveness of police interventions and proactive measures used to reduce repeat victimisation in domestic violence. 
The questionnaire is voluntary and the responses are anonymous.
The responses will be used for academic research only towards an undergraduate dissertation. The data from this questionnaire will be stored securely in line with the data protection regulations.

1. I consent to participate in this survey and famillarised myself with the description. I understand I can withdraw my participant at any point prior to submission.

· I consent
· I do not consent

2. What is your current age? 
· 18-24
· 25-34
· 36-45
· 46-55
· 56 or over
· Prefer not to answer 

3. How do you identify your gender? 
· Male
· Female
· Prefer not to answer 
· Other 

4. How long have you been a serving police officer?
· 0-3 years
· 4-7 years
· 8-11years
· Over 12 years 
· Prefer not to say
 
5. What is your current role as a police officer?
· Response 
· Specialist department 
· Safeguarding 
· Management 
· Other department
· Prefer not to say
 
6. Are you aware that Police use specific safeguarding measures in domestic violence (e.g. DARA, Domestic Abuse Protection Notices and Warnings?
· Yes
· No
· Unsure 
 
7. To what extent do you agree with the following statement:
‘’Police interventions play an important role in reducing victimisation in domestic abuse’’. 
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Somewhat agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
 
8. How effective do you believe evidence-led/victimless prosecution play an important role in reducing victimisation in domestic abuse?
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

9. To what extent do you agree with the following statement:
‘’Police safeguarding measures such as DARA/DASH and other referrals adequately support victims of domestic abuse’’. 
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree

10.How confident are you that Police interventions reduce the likelihood of repeat victimisations? 
· Very confident
· Confident
· Neutral 
· Not very confident
· Not confidence at all

11.Which of the following do you think is the most effective police response to domestic violence in reducing repeat victimisation in domestic violence?
· Multi-Agency Safeguarding (MARAC) 
· Arrest the perpetrator
· Issuing domestic abuse protections warnings/notices
· Referrals to partner agencies
· Unsure
· Other
 
12.How common is repeat victimisation in domestic abuse in your opinion?
· Very common
· Common
· Neither common or uncommon
· Very rare
· Other 

        13. What factors do you believe contribute most to repeat victimisation in domestic abuse?
· Lack of legal consequences
· Victim reluctant to support investigations
· Victim reluctant to support receive support
· Had previously had bad experience with the police
· Ineffective police response
· The perpetrator behavioural patterns
 
14. Do you believe the current police strategies and government policies are sufficient in preventing repeat victimisation in domestic violence? 
· Yes 
· No
· Unsure

15. What improvement do you believe could assist in reducing the repeat victimisation of domestic abuse? 
· Free box,
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Appendix C – 
1. I think the largest way to reduce repeat victimisation is through partners agencies. I feel that police intervention often makes the victim more likely to be a repeat victim as the legal consequences aren’t serious enough and the perpetrator punishes the victim for coming forward.
2. I think arresting in all cases is not the answer as a lot of the time the victim just wants them removed in first low level cases and may lead to them being less likely to report in future
3. Stronger punishment and clear and consistent support for victims
4. Support services need to have a greater effect on safeguarding the victim to repeat victimisation. Police officers do all they can to safeguard the victim e.g arrest, statement, gather evidence (golden hour), refer the victim to third party support services (live fear free, VFR, PPN). However these support agencies do not adequately provide the victim with the support they need.
5. Greater support throughout the process from police, victim support, the CPS and the courts. There is a clear need for more support as one of the biggest factors I have seen in repeat victimisation of domestic abuse is the victims themselves not wanting to progress investigations to due to lack of awareness, lack of support and arguably most important: they do not believe there will be enough action taken in court to prevent re-offending and further repeat victimisation
6. Harsher sentences once convicted. Police bail actually being enforceable as most breaches occur before charge and police bail is ineffective at protecting victims
7. Younger officers in service need to be more confident when offering support and sell the services that are available le to the victims
8. Harsher sentencing by courts
9. Breach of DVPO to be taken more seriously by the courts
10. Lower the threshold to seek victimless prosecution, make orders more accessible including civil orders that require no support from the victim (similar to non molestation orders for example). More support for people who want to leave DA relationships - housing, refuges etc
11. .
12. Stronger sentencing at court
13. Increased victim lead investigations when the victim isn’t willing to engage
14. Stricter sentencing and further appetite from the CPS for victimless prosecutions.
15. Tougher sentences for perpetrators of domestic violence
16. Tougher sentences when victims support prosecution.
17. Tougher sentencing for perpetrators of domestic violence
18. I believe that harsher sentencing needs to be explored as well as initial police contact with the victim. Quite often, I find that the victim does not wish to support initially with the investigation. I believe that a specific department (e.g. Domestic Abuse Team) should be available to support and safeguard the victim shortly after the arrest of the subject, in hopes of improving the chances of support.
19. Support victims, remove unnecessary arrest and positive outcomes, focus on each victim individual circumstance, where it is an argument stop the requirements for positive action and separation 
20. This is a multi-pronged issue. But essentially the first thing is to change the aggressor patterns of behaviour. Much of this is likely ingrained in adults and needs to start in childhood.
21. Ensuring the victim receives support
22. Cps to punish perpetrator with bigger sentences. Less bail and more charges and remand.
23. Stricter consequences with breach of police bail to prevent victimisation.
24. Stronger sentences for perpetrators
25. More weight given to disclosure from victims to police on BWV
26. If the victim doesnt support police action or police persist with arresting without evidence or victim support just for statistical purposes I believe this damages victim confidentially to ever reach out to police in future and damages trust in policing .
27. Actually work with DV victims. They are in a cycle off having no choice about anything in their lives, no power and constant fear. So the police come along and decide what we are going to do, against their will and put them at risk, because we apply the same strategy to every circumstance. We regularly increase risk, put victims backs up and make things worse for them, mostly in the name of stats and figures. Just like all of modern policing, it's not fit for purpose.
28. Sentencing for domestic abuse should be harsher to act as a deterrent to perpetrators. The processes for measures such as DVPN/DVPO should be taught to officers more clearly so that they are more confident in the process and therefore warnings are used more commonly Police should go for evidence led/victimless more frequently rather than closing occurrences if the victim withdraws Better education for the public and better training for officers regarding non physical forms of abuse such as coercive control to better identify and act on these forms of abuse Officers to role model the code of ethics and CVF in relation to VAWG and misogynistic behaviours and those who do not to be dealt with appropriately - the public should have confidence in the behaviour of serving officers and that their attitudes towards DV and VAWG are in the right place.
29. Sometimes arresting the subject and cause further issues for the victim as the subject will blame them. It will likely be NFA if the IP is not supportive and the subject will return to that relationship with the fact that they have been arrested on disclosures alone.
30. Further support for repeat victims to ensure they feel safe & protected throughout the investigation
31. Stronger sentences
32. A specific police department with investigators designated to that role. Police officers but also civilian investors/team members who have good links with support agencies and are reachable by repeat victims
33. Harsher sentencing
34. Financially penalise convicted DA Aggressors - along with custodial sentences - detectives should Heald up high risk investigations leave response to respond to G1 and G2 calls.
35. Longer prison sentences, police bail being more effective
36. Victim’s returning to perpetrators is an issue, if something can be done to make them less likely to go to them
37. DVPO/N lasting longer and more punishment
38. Higher use of longer custodial sentences to discourage offences in the first instance. Raise awareness of Clare’s law. Lowering of police officer workloads to ensure that officers have enough time to fully investigate offences rather than being redeployed to incidents with higher threat risk and harm.
39. More robust sentencing and mandatory restraining orders, public naming of DV perpetrators to prevent relationships before they start
40. For the second last question I believe that all of those answers are true. I think that a large part of the problem is court backlogs and the time it takes to go to trial. Keeping a victim on board for a few weeks is manageable but it becomes harder when there are delays for months and months. I also think that breaches of bail - Police and court - need to be taken more seriously and punished accordingly. So often the couple get back together and there is virtually nothing Police can do about it.
41. More legal consequences for the suspect
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