Year 3 Dissertation – Methodology  

3.1 Introduction
This chapter will explain and describe how the study in this essay will be carried out. This is known as the methodology. Voxco (2021) explains that the general plan or technique that researchers employ to carry out their study is known as their methodology. It includes the theoretical and philosophical foundations of the study, its design, its methods for gathering data, its procedures for analysing that data, and its general framework.

The types of research used for methodology are primary and secondary. Wagh (2022) explains that primary research is data produced by the researcher themselves, such as surveys, interviews, and experiments specifically created for comprehending and resolving the current study challenge. Secondary research is similar to the research that students do throughout their academic careers. The effort is in sorting through the material that is already accessible and locating data that corresponds with the specific research project. Answers to research questions are already available online, in academic databases, in the news, in published books, journals, etc (McCrocklin, 2018). 

Based on the literature review, there is a lack of research and study in the public’s perception of decriminalising cannabis. That being, the reasons why there is support or opposition for decriminalisation. Research and surveys indicate an increasing support for decriminalisation, however it does not the reason for that support. Similarly, there is a still a large proportion of opposition. Therefore, this essay will use primary research in order to ascertain the public’s reason for their perception in respect of decriminalisation cannabis. The research will be primary in order obtain first-hand the material that is required to resolve the challenge of this essay. 

3.2 Ethical practice
Conducting research ethically is vital to a study. According to World Health Organisation (2022) respecting the dignity, rights, and wellbeing of study participants requires adherence to ethical principles. In order to guarantee that the proper ethical standards are being observed, an ethics committee should examine any study involving human subjects. I have taken the relevant steps to ensure ethical practise. For example, I have obtained ethical approval prior to the study, by submitting an ethics form to the University which has been approved already.

Furthermore, I will obtain informed consent from any participant. According to University of Oxford (2021) informed consent is one of the guiding principles of research ethics is informed consent. The aim is for human volunteers to engage research voluntarily after receiving complete information about what it means for them to participate and after giving their consent before doing so. The questionnaire I will use for research methodology will be anonymous and completely voluntary. Prior to the survey, the participant will be provided with full information on the survey and what it means for them to take part. This will be ensured by a disclaimer prior to the survey.  


3.3 Data collection method

This survey will use a survey for data collection. This is a form of primary research and well suited to resolve the challenge of this essay. This will involve exploratory research. Swedberg (2020) explains that exploratory research involves going through a research subject in an effort to find something new and intriguing.  As already explained this essay will further research an aspect of a much debated 
 
There are typically two main approaches to data collection, qualitive and quantitative. McCloed (2023) explains that the process of gathering, examining, and interpreting non-numerical data, such as language, is known as qualitative research. To comprehend how a person interprets and lends meaning to their social experience, qualitative research might be performed. This survey will use a survey with open questions, not leading questions and free text boxes in order to best interpret and obtain the participants opinion on the subject matter. 

According to Shread (2018)  quantitative research works with data that can be translated into numbers or that has a numerical value. Statistics is typically a term given to the fundamental techniques used to analyse numerical data.

The survey will be anonymous, for a couple of reasons. Firstly, from an ethical point of view, as Kang and Hwang (2023) note that research findings consistently mentioned the confidentiality and anonymity principles are preserved and implemented as a means of protecting the privacy of all individuals, establishing trust between researchers and participants  and as a way of upholding research ethical standards. The study will be as ethical as possible, there I consider anonymity of the survey to be best placed to uphold this. 

Secondly, this survey will see to obtain public opinion on what can be  sensitive topics, illicit drug use and drug reform.  Therefore, I want the participants to be as open honest as possible in their answers without the fear of judgement or embarrassment. Cleave (2021) supports the notion that  anonymity results in not only more honest participants but an increase in response rates as well. 

3.4 Sampling

Sampling is necessary in methodology as it is practical and less time consuming than surveying a population.

The methodology will use convenience sampling. SAGO (2023) notes that the benefits of Convenience sampling include its simplicity and affordability. Instead  of spending a lot of money and  resource finding and contacting potential participants, this method enables researchers to swiftly and effectively recruit individuals.

The research will aim to survey between 50-100 respondents, this will include  police officers and members of the general public. This will provide me with a variety of opinions,  including lay people and those who have first hand and extensive interaction with drug use and laws. 

The survey will be sent by email to participants and also published by social media, in order to obtain a larger and more varied pool of respondents. 
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