[image: ]
Student-Staff Committee Meeting – UWTSD LONDON
Programme: Doctor of Business Administration (DBA)
Held on: 8 July 2026, 2:26 pm
Chair: Akshay Narayanan (Interim Programme Manager)
Present:
· Akshay Narayanan 
· Josef McCauley 
· Ivana Curcic 
· Sushmita Mandal 
· Sidra Mazhar (Course Representative – Part 1) 
· Kashmala Hussain (Course Representative) 
· Ratchada Caliendo-Chan (Course Representative – Term 3) 
· Emmanuel Ochieng (Course Representative – Year 3) 
· Manuela 
· Rajendra 
· Other student representatives 
Apologies:
· Bitto (Course Representative – unable to attend) 
	Agenda Item
	Main Discussion Points
	Action Points
	Timescale

	1. Welcome and introductions
	Akshay Narayanan welcomed attendees and introduced himself as Interim Programme Manager. Staff and Course Representatives introduced themselves and their roles. The purpose of the Student–Staff Committee meeting was outlined. 
	None.
	N/A

	2. Confirmation of Minutes from previous Student-Staff Committee Meeting
	There were no previous SSC minutes available for confirmation due to changes in programme management and committee membership. 
	None.
	N/A

	3. Review of Action Points from previous Student-Staff Committee Meeting
	As no previous SSC minutes were available, there were no outstanding action points to review. However, recurring issues from monthly DBA meetings were acknowledged and discussed. 
	Continue monitoring recurring programme issues through monthly DBA meetings.
	Ongoing

	4. Course representative feedback
	Admissions & Finance – Students requested clarification regarding the admissions referral scheme and whether tuition fee refunds or scholarship opportunities are available for home students. Staff agreed to obtain further information from Admissions and advised Finance queries should be directed to the Finance Team. 

DBA Research Journey – Students requested earlier one-to-one guidance to help define research titles before progressing to Part 2. Suggestions included introducing formal research checkpoints during Terms 1 and 2, providing examples of suitable research topics, and offering additional guidance before supervisor allocation. 

Supervision – Students requested more timely submission of PG4 supervision forms following meetings with supervisors. 

Travel & Assessment – Students sought clarification regarding travelling abroad before assessment deadlines, submission portal opening dates, attendance requirements, and visa reporting obligations. Students also asked about assessment submission arrangements where travel overlaps with scheduled teaching sessions. 

Programme Delivery – Students requested clarification regarding the change of lecturer for the Vision of the Future module and whether dissertation topics selected during Part 1 could later be refined or changed. 

Campus Transfers – A prospective student asked whether transfer between campuses would be possible after enrolment. 
	See action summary below.
	Before next SSC meeting

	5. Staff response to Course Representative feedback
	Staff confirmed that the admissions referral information would be obtained from Admissions. Finance-related questions should be directed to the Finance Team. Programme Management explained that research topics naturally evolve throughout Part 1 and that earlier guidance would be explored where possible. Students were reminded that Programme Managers remain available during the transition between Parts 1 and 2 and that supervisors are expected to meet students at least monthly during Part 2. Library staff confirmed that previous DBA theses are available digitally through the University's repository. Student Engagement reminded students to seek approval before travelling abroad where visa conditions apply and highlighted available engagement support. Staff clarified that campus transfer requests are programme dependent and must be discussed with Admissions. 
	Continue providing guidance through Programme Team, Library, Student Engagement and Admissions.
	Ongoing

	6. Key programme updates (learning & teaching matters, module feedback, annual programme review, student surveys, etc.)
	The Programme Manager reported positive growth in the DBA programme, with seven new students joining, six students successfully completing the programme and several students progressing towards viva examinations. Monthly DBA engagement meetings have been introduced and students were encouraged to participate regularly. Students were reminded to keep their MyTSD contact details updated and regularly monitor their university email accounts. Library staff promoted the upcoming Doctoral Conference and continued library support for research students. 
	Continue promoting monthly engagement meetings, library support, doctoral events and updating student contact details.
	Ongoing

	7. Final questions and other business
	No further business was raised. Students were reminded that they can book meetings directly with the Programme Manager whenever additional support is required. The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and constructive feedback before closing the meeting. 
	Continue encouraging students to contact the Programme Team whenever support is required.
	Ongoing
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