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Figure 1. Screenshot of Jo Frederiks’ website homepage on phone, (2023), screenshot.
Figure 2. Screenshot of the drop down bar, (2023), screenshot
Figure 3. Screenshot of Jonathon Horowitz’s homepage (2023), screenshot.



One component of the Changemakers module was to create a personal webpage on the Fine Art Website. This document is an accumulation of my research on other artists’ online presence, as well as an explanation and analysis of the decisions that I made during the process of creating my webpage. 
[image: ]Jo Frederiks is an artist and animal rights activist (as stated on the top of her website homepage), that I have been researching to inform my practice. Therefore, I used her website as inspiration for my personal webpage on the Fine Art website. 
Figure 1. 

When viewing Frederiks’ website, the first painting that is presented, is one of her brighter pieces that incorporates a large amount of red paint. This is ideal when attempting to capture the viewer’s attention because the colour is eye catching. Drawing the viewer with vibrancy is a great technique, when on average a website has only eight seconds to engage an internet user (Juviler, 2020), because colour can stimulate one’s senses. In fact, red is a colour that can evoke an emotional and physical response such as, raising your heart rate (Wright, 2009). Also, the colour red is a powerful addition to her intricate drawing of a cow being slaughtered, as it symbolises danger and violence, helping Frederiks achieve her goal to raise awareness of the unnecessary suffering within society’s food system (n.d.). It is interesting to note that the colour scheme of the website – a palette of greys – is similar to the tone of Frederiks’ graphite drawings. Thus, the website design doesn’t overpower her drawings instead, the softness of the greys compliment her illustrations. How the website’s design affects my artwork is certainly an element that I shall remember to consider when creating a website in the future.
[image: ]Figure 2. 

When one presses Menu on the homepage, the drop-down bar expands. Then, it becomes apparent that the website defaults to the section Paintings.  This is interesting because as a viewer I would’ve considered Frederiks’ paintings as secondary to her drawings because a lot of her work consists of graphite sketches. I appreciate the simplicity of the scrolling element on her website, and as society has become addicted to scrolling on apps, spending on average 2 hours and 30 minutes on social media in 2022 (Georgiev, 2022), it is clever to incorporate that into the viewer’s navigation of a website. 
Although, as a multi-media artist, I would prefer an automatic web slideshow, also known as a slider, which is a webpage feature that presents multiple images in a way that is similar to galleries (Juliver, 2022). A slider is an effective way of showing varied visual content to an audience in a short space of time. Moreover, one can experiment with the exciting animations and effects that decorate the transition of the images.
[image: ]Figure 3. 

Another artist that I have been researching because of their relevance to my practice is Jonathan Horowitz. His website is simple and undecorated. Horowitz’s work is arranged in order of the exhibitions he has participated in. The website is consistently easy to use so, viewers are able to access and completely focus on the artworks depicted. Additionally, the generous amount of installation shots were enjoyable, as they depict the piece within the space, and share the context of how and where the works were exhibited- both  important factors of gallery work. Therefore, I chose to include a few installation shots from the exhibition, as I felt the photographs would demonstrate my ability to use and transform the space. Furthermore, the remainder of my uploads were pictures of my paintings. This is due to the sculptures being tremendously difficult to capture in a photograph. I felt that using a 2D image to convey a 3D sculpture was ineffective. So, currently I am focussing on tackling that and attempting to photograph them while they are still hung in the space. 

 
When creating the webpage, one of the requirements set by the lecturers to standardise the website was an artist statement written in third person. Originally, I had written my artist statement in first person so, it needed to be rewritten. However, I found writing about my art in third person very difficult. It felt unauthentic, as though I was pretending that I wasn’t the artist. To make the process easier, I asked other students and friends to summarise my art in a few sentences. This certainly helped because it felt less overwhelming and narcissistic. 
Within my artist statement, I decided to leave out my Instagram account @megankaneart. Following on from the Changemakers module last term, I recognised that my online presence was too infrequent and pointless as a result. Maybe in the future, when I can dedicate a substantial amount of time to my social media, I will continue with posting my art. However, at present, I think that the account encourages me to waste time on social media which is extremely detrimental to my mental health.  
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