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INTRODUCTION
The Pro Caelio is one of many of Cicero’s speeches from court, with this particular one having been conducted when Cicero was acting as defence for Marcus Caelius Rufus. Caelius was a close associate of Cicero’s who similarly worked as a prosecutor in court, but in this instance found himself the subject of the case instead. He was charged with civil disturbance at Neapolis (de seditionibus Neapolitanis), assault on Alexandrians at Puteoli (de Alexandrinorum pulsatione Puteolana) (his birthplace) (Odges, 1930), damage to property of Palla (de bonis Pallae), attempted poisoning of Clodia (de veneno in Clodiam parato), and taking gold for the attempted murder of Dio (de Dione) (Leob Classical Library, 2025).
Marcus Tullius Cicero, the defence of Caelius, focused primarily on the charges of attempted murder of Dio and the poisoning of Clodia. 

DEFENCE STRATEGY I: COMPARISON
“And I could go on with the quotation: ‘for never would a wandering woman’ have caused us all this trouble, ‘Medea, sick at heart, wounded by a wild passion’. For you will find out, gentlemen, what I shall show you when I come to that point–that this Medea of the Palatine* and the change of residence was the cause of all this young man’s difficulties, or rather of all the talk.” – Cicero M.T. and Berry D.H., 2008
In this passage, Cicero is comparing Clodia, the woman whom Caelius apparently had an affair with and later tried to poison, to the mythical figure of Medea. The legend of Medea comes from the play written by Euripides in the year 431 BC, the story of which tells of a woman; Medea; who is “cast off” by her husband, Jason, in pursuit of the princess of Creon. Betrayed and hurt, Medea decides to murder her own children whom she had with Jason, as well as the princess of Creon, and then escape on the chariot of Helios, her grandfather (Britannica, 2024). 
By using this comparison, Cicero paints Clodia in the light of a scorned woman who takes out her emotions on others. In Rome, especially, where women are consistently judged for their behaviour, comparing a noble woman to that of a crazed child murderer would be a huge weight against her public reputation. 

DEFENCE STRATEGY II: SEXUAL MISCONDUCT
“Indeed, I would do this more vigorously, were it not for the fact that I am restrained by my personal enmity with this woman’s husband, I mean her brother*–I’m always making that mistake!” – Cicero M.T and Berry D.H., 2008
This is one of the first out of a number of instances where Cicero comments on the rumours of Clodia practising incest with her brother. It is passages such as these that read as if from a reality tv show, not something which you would hear in a court room during a trial. Harold C, Gotoff describes it with, “The whole trial appears to be imbued with the lighthearted spirit of the Megalensian games, which were simultaneously offering comedy and other entertainments to the populace of Rome.” (Gotoff, 1986). 
Furhter examples of these comments of sexual misconduct appear later in the text of pages 33–37. It is in these texts that Cicero takes on the roles of not only Clodia’s well respected ancestor, Appius Claudius Caecus, but also her brother with whom she’s accused of practising incest. 
“‘Woman! What do you think you are doing with Caelius, with a man much younger than yourself, with someone from outside your own family? ... Did I destroy the peace treaty with the Pyrrhus so that you could strike the most disgraceful sexual bargains on a daily basis? Did I bring water to the city for you to foul with your incestuous practises? Did I build a road so that you could parade up and down it in the company of other women’s husbands?” – Cicero M.T. and Berry D.H., 2008
This passage is where Cicero took on the persona of Appius Claudius Caecus, who was a consul of Rome, to chastise Clodia for her associations with Caelius, as well as the rumours of incest which are stated in the text more as fact. By speaking as Clodia’s respected ancestor and admonishing her in such a way, Cicero is throwing incredibly damaging weight onto Clodia’s position as a noble woman in the Roman social ladder, a position that should not bring any kind of shame to the family. 

PROSECUTION
As the Pro Caelio is written by Cicero, it only depicts the arguments which he made during the trial, not that of the prosecutors. Through the texts we can piece together what they might have said, but without any concrete evidence for such concepts, it leaves the matter up for debate. The following is my personal attempts at arguing on behalf of the prosecution. 

ARGUMENT I: CONTEXT OF MEDEA
How interesting it is, Cicero, that you liken Clodia to that of Medea, a woman, as you put it, ‘sick at heart’. But also, how interesting it is, that you failed to mention why, exactly, Medea was so sick. Was it an illness that befell her? A disease? No, it was none of these, was it? It was in fact the betrayal of someone whom she trusted that hurt her so, and drove her to do such atrocious acts. It was the selfish actions of the man, who promised her his heart and being in marriage, only then to cast her off as if she had never meant anything to him, that struck such a deep wound in Medea that madness seemed the only course of action left for her. 
And so I ask, members of the jury, is it not the man’s responsibility to look after his own family? To protect them from harm, even if that harm is himself? Women can be such fragile creatures, as you know, with souls that should be protected and guided by men of wisdom and strength. Yet before you, before all of us, stands accused a man that has fallen from that standard! He was invited to live on the Palatine with the family of Clodius, and as payment he manipulated the honourable woman Clodia, who has already faced the vicious struggles of rumours, and then once she had offered her assistance out of the goodness of her heart, Caelius turned on her and took to poison her! 
For what you forget about the play of Medea, great Cicero, is that it is not Jason whom the audience’s heart weep for in the end, but the wounded woman who was betrayed by such men. 

ARGUMENT II: CICERO’S HYPOCRISY
I see your attempt to cover yourself, Cicero, and am offended you think the jury so stupid so as not to recognise it also. I remember your prosecution of Catiline, what a wonderous achievement it was, yet to hear that you were nearly a follower of his is disturbing. For how can we trust the word of a man whose morals swing from side to side as if on a pendulum? How can we trust a man whose arguments strike so deeply against those he is against, when the reason he knows such intimate knowledge of such people is because of his association with them? 
You spin your words like silver thread with the skill of a master craftsman, I do admit, yet your hypocrisy shines ever brighter through your stitching, and for that, Cicero, I condemn you. 
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