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The Enquiring Teacher: Level 7
‘What is the impact of a structured musical input on engagement in a Foundation Phase session?’





















Appendix A – Blank Observation Schedule

Observation Schedule
Class Context: 



	Level 
	Engagement 
	Signals

	1
	Extremely Low
	Child seems absent. Staring into space, no eye contact or communication. Little involvement or reaction to their peers or the music. 

	2
	Low
	Minimal engagement with their peers or music. Easily distracted and lack of interest. Often stares into space. 

	3
	Moderate 
	Fairly engaged with their peers and music. Show some signs of energy but can still be distracted or disengaged. 

	4
	High
	Engaged with the music. Not easily distracted and seem involved with the activity

	5
	Extremely High
	Continuous engagement with the music. They are concentrated and creative in the observed time.


	Engagement Level: Tick if observed
	Use of music
         
	Child A 
	Child B 
	Child C 
	Child D 

	Extremely Low
	
(Introduction)
	
	
	
	

	Low 
	
(No music just singing)
	
	
	
	

	Moderate 
	
(Singing with guitar)
	
	
	
	

	High 
	
(Singing with music)
	
	
	
	

	Extremely High 
	
(Music)
	
	
	
	


Additional information: 
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Appendix C – Lesson 1 PowerPoint
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Appendix D – Lesson 1 Observation Schedule
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Focused group questions

Today we are going to ask a group of children some questions about today’s lesson. It is perfectly fine for you not to take part but it would be really great if you could. Thank you.  


1. Did you enjoy today’s lesson? 





2. Was there anything you liked about today’s lesson?





3. How did the music make you feel?





4. What is the first thing you will tell your parents about today’s lesson?







Appendix F – Lesson 2 Observation Schedule

Observation Schedule
Class Context: Reception Class: 20 pupils (18 present).
B. I. N. G. O. Oracy task



	Level 
	Engagement 
	Signals

	1
	Extremely Low
	Child seems absent. Staring into space, no eye contact or communication. Little involvement or reaction to their peers or the music. 

	2
	Low
	Minimal engagement with their peers or music. Easily distracted and lack of interest. Often stares into space. 

	3
	Moderate 
	Fairly engaged with their peers and music. Show some signs of energy but can still be distracted or disengaged. 

	4
	High
	Engaged with the music. Not easily distracted and seem involved with the activity

	5
	Extremely High
	Continuous engagement with the music. They are concentrated and creative in the observed time.


	Engagement Level: Tick if observed
	Use of music
         
	Child A 
	Child B 
	Child C 
	Child D 

	Extremely Low
	
(Introduction)
	3
	3
	1
	3

	Low 
	
(No music just singing)
	3
	4
	1
	3

	Moderate 
	
(Singing with guitar)
	4
	4
	2
	4

	High 
	
(Singing with music)
	5
	5
	2
	4

	Extremely High 
	
(Music)
	4
	4
	2
	4


Additional information: 
Child A – Enthusiastic and Engaged throughout. Particularly with YouTube music.
Child B – Also enthusiastic through, again with YouTube music.
Child C – Lack of engagement throughout, as discussed with research partner
Child D – Fairly engaged throughout, engaged with barking and singing.











Appendix G –  Lesson 2 Transcription
(RP = Research Partner)

RP: Was there anything you liked about today’s lesson?
Child A: I liked the singing.
RP: You were very good at singing as well. [Child B] was there anything you liked about today’s lesson?
Child B: The singing!
RP: And [Child C] was there anything that you liked about the lesson today?
Child C: … singing.
Child D: I liked the guitar!
RP: When I played the guitar, did that make you feel anything?
Child A: Yeah.
RP: What did it make you feel?
Child A: Happy!
RP: [Child B] Did the guitar make you feel anything?
Child B: Happy!
RP: And what about you [Child C], did the guitar make you feel anything?
Child C: … Happy.
RP: [Child D]?
Child D: It made me happy.
RP: What is the first thing that you might tell your parents about today’s lesson.
Child A: I will say… we sang the BINGO song.
RP: That’s good. [Child B]?
Child B: We sang a lot!
RP: [Child C?]
Child C: … singing.
RP: [Child D]?
Child D: The guitar was fun.
RP: Would you all like music, guitar or singing to be used more in your lessons?
Child A: Yeah I like to sing more in lessons.
RP: What about you [Child B]?
Child B: Yes.
Child C: [interrupts] Yeah.
RP: And [Child D]?
Child D: Yes please.
RP: Thank you very much Shells, very good singing!

























Appendix H – Lesson 1 Reflection
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                 Pre-Forma Reflection Street

Question: Can we improve pupil engagement through the use of music in the Foundation Phase?





Reflection based upon Brookfield (1998) ‘Four Lenses’ and Kolb  


Date: 20/02/2019

Critical Incident: Lesson Study 1
Comments:


	Self-View - How did you feel about the lesson?

	I feel that the lesson was overall a success. The learning objective was met, and there were also a lot of positives to take from the Lesson Study. Despite not being the person writing the observations, it certainly appeared that the children were more engaged whilst I was playing the guitar and singing. I feel that the interview section could have been improved, perhaps my suggestion of interviewing the children separately was not best for the study.

	Student view - How did the pupils feel about the lesson?
	Our case pupils appeared to enjoy the lesson. My research partner observed a particular increase in the engagement levels of the children when the music was being played. Children’s answers to interview questions were limited, however the overall consensus was that music improved the lesson.

	Peer View - How did my colleague feel about the lesson?
	My research partner feels the lesson went well. He observed an improvement in engagement whilst music was being played, and also an improvement in behaviour. He liked the idea that the guitar was a “treat” for the children, suggesting that good behaviour was met with songs.
He wishes that his observation point was better for the lesson. He agrees that the interview section could have been improved.

	Literature Review - What does the literature say around this?
	See Lesson Study results and analysis.

	Improvements for future- How can we improve the lesson for future?
	If we were to do this Lesson Study again, we would definitely have piloted the lesson. This could have improved my research partner’s observation point and therefore potentially improved the results of the Leuven scale. For our next lesson study, the interview will definitely take place as a group.
























Appendix I – Lesson 2 Reflection
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‘Additional information:

Child A - Engaged throughout. Could visibly see she became more engaged with the music her
body language shifted to a more alert and positive position and she clapped along to the beat. She
remined well behaved and concentrated throughout the lesson. Could not see her face however
unless | fent forward.
Child B~ Showed good engagement. Visible change when the music was on, couid see he enjoyed
it and was singing along with M. Edmends throughout. Sight drop of engagement with
PowerPoint, clearly enjoyed the music.
Child C~ Engaged throughout. Also showed visible signs of engagement. Concentrated on Mr.
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‘and was bobbing his head. | was not able to see his face but slummed when there was no music.
‘This was noted as the level went from a 3 to 4 and 2 to 4 with music
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Question: Can we improve pupil engagament through the use of music in the Foundation
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Reflection based upon Brookfield (1995) ‘Four Lenses’
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nated how the focused group question went a
ot smoather than the first lessan.

“Titerature Rewiew - What does the Werature
say around this?
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Dear Parent/Guardian,

Your childs school isa partner with Yr Athrofa at University of Wales Trinity Saint David in Carmarthen
and Swansea. This school offers placements to students who are learning to be teachers.

The student-teacher in your child's lass has been given the task of planning, teaching and evaluating one
lesson 5o that he/she can develop specific strategies to improve their own teaching. As part of this,
student-teachers wil be observing the children’s responses and asking some pupils their views on parts of
the lesson. Thisis designed to inform students’ own practice and support children’s learning,

Any information collected would remain confidential, and both the school and the children would
remain anonymous in work produced. The work undertaken would be in line with the University’s
ethical guidelines. If, at any time, your child does not want to share ideas, they would not be required to
doso.

If you are happy for your child to contribute to the project, please complete the parental consent form
belowand return directly to the school as soon as possible. Ifyou are interested in the outcome of this
project or if you have any questions, please contact the University Partnership Office
partnership@uwtsd.ac.uk.

Yours faithfull

.

Catherine Morgan
Module lead - The Enquiring Teacher

Py A — (pupil rame), 1 do / do ot give.
consent (please delete] for my child to take part in this project.

e R e (PATENY/GURIGIN).
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