The Visit by Friedrich Durrenmatt: A Review.
The artistic power of collaboration in just a matter of weeks is one of the highlights of this unique production - UWTSD’s version of ‘The Visit’ by Friedrich Durrenmatt was brought to life at the beginning of December this year, featuring a number of talented students both on and off of the stage.
We follow the story of a largely wealthy woman returning to her old town, seeking revenge on the man who got her pregnant and left her, only this edition has a twist. Adapted by Hannah McPake, we catch a more Brechtian perspective of the play, highlighting the fabrication of theatre through another storyline discussing relationships between actors whilst they rehearse, and how actions have consequences. 
The Llywfan was the appropriate setting to present this piece; having the audience sat in an almost replica of proscenium arch formation (without the second nature of buying a programme and a drink during the interval) to manufacture the illusion of theatre once again, with an isle being frequently used by the actors allowing that Brechtian aesthetic to shine through. The heavy use of technology was a particularly noticeable feature of the performance because through Brecht’s methodologies “If you project ideas onto a screen in a slide show or even have a still image there throughout each scene, it makes the audience analyse more thoroughly.” (BBC, n.d), combined with the signposted set and props and the excellent craft skills and puppetry enhancing the ‘Black Panther’ character, although this is something I’d like to have seen more of, exploring the connection between itself and Alfred – perhaps why he’s considered similar to a panther, exploring the physical similarities between the two within the story.
The connection between the characters and actors really illustrates the importance of working closely as a company and building trust over the journey of studying for a degree – any space held between the actors was appropriate in every manner, demonstrating a moment of tension, whereas characters that were seen as allies or scapegoats to Alfred were brought closer, seemingly forcefully by Alfred himself. The students of Coleg Sir Gar also deserved to be mentioned for their fantastic cooperation with the students of UWTSD, their collaborative work is a great way of networking with young, aspiring actors and providing them access to higher education experiences as “anyone you’ve worked with previously could recommend you for future productions they’re involved in – you never know when the relationships you’ve built along the way will help you get a role.” (Spotlight, n.d).
Two storylines intertwining betrayal, justice, and morality; we see a modern perspective flow through a classic piece of theatre in the most creative and Brechtian ways combined with an engaging and technological set. This production was a fine example of collaboration, cooperation and excellent storytelling and is certainly not to be missed. If given the chance to see this performed again, I would take the chance many times over to sit in different seats, share a different experience and observe something new. 
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