Seth Jones 1701717

Contextual Studies


Introduction

I am going to be creating an exhibition showing how Formula 1 has changed over time and how it has adapted to the change in the time. I will be looking at the safety aspect within the cars and how they have been made safer over time.  I will be taking a historical perspective when creating my exhibition where I will be displaying F1 cars throughout the ages and as people walk through my exhibition they will be stepping back in time when they enter the exhibition and as they walk along the line they will see advancement and change. When carrying out this exhibition it will also show the attendees of the exhibition how capital investment differs between teams in what cars they produce and the software they use which aids them to winning each race. It will show how the bigger teams have the advantage with the sponsorship sponsors which give them the upper hand. [1]  This is shown because the larger teams spend $375 million whereas the smaller teams spend around $75 million. 

Main body

The overall theme that I will be using for my exhibition is safety in motorsport racing. I have chosen this theme because it is a subject close to my heart with most of the greatest racing drivers ever known in the motorsport racing scene, killed doing something they love and feel passionately about. One of my all time favourite drivers was Aryton Senna, who was killed whilst racing at the San Marino Grand Prix [2]. 
[image: mage result for ayrton senna track memorial][3] This is a photo of the memorial situtated on the Tamburello bend at the race track. 

Whenever there is a race held at the track, whatever the race is, on the lap after all of the cars have finished they hold a parade lap to honour Aryton Senna where they all drive slow or stop at the corner to pay their respects to one of the greatest racing drivers. 
[image: mage result for ayrton senna track memorial]

[4] This is another memorial held off of the track but still in the grounds of the track, Imola. This is where members of the public can go and pay their respects and leave flowers and say a few words to honour such a great racing driver.

Safety in Formula 1 has changed drastically already, in the last 25 years. The cars have been changed a lot in not a very large amount of time. Below are two pictures of a car from 1994 and the latest car now in 2018.

[image: mage result for 2018 f1 cars][image: mage result for 1994 f1 car][5] 		[6] 

		

		


As you can see, the left car is from 1994, and doesn’t have much head protection to help protect the drivers head incase of accident or incase another car gains air and comes into contact with the driver’s head. You can see that 24 years ago, the drivers were seriously exposed to the elements and they didn’t have much in the way of accident prevention. The car on the right is the latest, 2018 model of the Formula 1 car. As you can see the drivers sit slightly lower than they did 24 years ago, and the cars have more accident prevention systems. The side sills also are a lot higher than they were back 24 years ago for some comparison which will allow the drivers head to sit a lot lower into the cockpit of the car. Also, for the new 2018 Formula 1 season, a new regulation was introduced. This was that all of the cars had to have what they call a ‘halo[7]’ fitted over the cockpit, as you can see in the photo below.  This was a regulation added to give the drivers more protection for their heads.
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Exhibition

I will be holding my exhibition in the PWC Building in London. I have chosen this space because it is really modern and has a really intriguing design to it and also it has enough space for me to be able to hold my exhibition.  I will be holding my exhibition which will allow people interested in Formula 1 to see how the cars have changed through out the history of the motorsport and I will also see which year of car they prefer the most and then they can also decide whether they feel the safety aspect of Formula 1 has changed for the better. I will find this out by giving the guests to my exhibition a questionnaire at the end of their route round for them to fill in. I will have my exhibition laid out so they come into the room where my exhibition is, and they will be greeted with a formula 1 car from 1950, so the first car ever. They will then be guided round the room where the cars are getting newer and newer and in front of the cars will be information boards telling them the most important facts to go with the cars of this time and then there will also be information regarding the car on show in particular showing how well it has done in the season and where the driver placed and a little information on the driver whose car it was. They will be walking around my exhibition being able to get up close and personal with the Formula 1 cars without getting into them. At the top of my exhibition I will be giving out some Virtual reality headsets where on a computer they can select a car on show which will give them a virtual reality perspective on what the driver of that particular car saw allowing them that extra special memory making my exhibition different to others. At the other end after they have finished walking around, I would have positioned the earliest car and the new 2018 vehicle at the start and finish which will allow the attendees of my exhibition the chance to see how the cars have changed in 68 years which will allow them a chance to see if the safety aspect has changed for the better or if there have been any pointless additions for the safety. Below is a photo of how my exhibition is going to be laid out. 

[image: ]


To conclude, my exhibition will be taking a historical perspective at the beginning to where the cars are shown in chronological order from the earliest to the latest Formula 1 car. it will give me option to gage people’s opinions on whether they think the cars have adjusted with the times and whether the safety precautions put in place have made an improvement and whether people think they are necessary or just an eye saw. 
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