
HPAR7007: Archaeological 
Specialist  Practice
Session 5 1/03/23

Wetland Archaeologies



HPAR7007: Archaeological Specialist  Practice: Wetland Archaeologies

• Definitions and scope

• Waterlogged Archaeology? 

• Burial Environments

• Wetland Environments – Past and Present

• Associated Material Specialisms

• Environmental Archaeology

• Scientific Dating



Wetland Environments: Wetland Projects



HPAR7007: Archaeological Specialist  Practice: Wetland Archaeologies

• Waterlogged Archaeology?

• Anaerobic Burial Environments

• Ph – Acidic / Alkaline

• Nutrient / Pollutant levels

• Biological Activity





HPAR7007: Archaeological Specialist  Practice: Anaerobic Burial Environments

• Sediment Types
• Organic e.g. peat

• Inorganic e.g. silts ~ alluvium, marine?

• Ph – Acidic / Alkaline

• Nutrient / Pollutant levels

• Biological Activity



Federsee Bog, 
Baden-
Wurttemberg. 
View from the 
south.

Wetland Environments: Bogs









Corlea 9: Neolithic, longitudinal 
brushwood trackway



Late third millennium B:C.
trackway, 

Corlea 6, Co. Longford.







Wetland Archaeology: 
Bog Bodies



The Nederfrederiksmose body (1898) is No 31 of Mestorf’s 1907 catalogue. This is the 
first bog body to have been photographed in situ, that is, at the site where it came to 
light.









Lindow Man: 1st century AD, discovered 1984 in Lindow Moss near Manchester





Wetland Archaeology
Inland Wetlands: Rivers and Lakes



Wetland Environments: Rivers



WATERMILLS Watermill depicted on 14th century 
Luttrell Psalter



Bordesley Abbey Watermills

Astill, G G (1993) A Medieval Industrial Complex and 
its Landscape: the Metalworking Watermills and 
Workshops of Bordesley Abbey. Report No. 92 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/cba_rr/rr92.cfm
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/cba_rr/rr92.cfm
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/cba_rr/rr92.cfm


Wetland Environments: Lakes



Testwood Lakes







Prehistoric Lake Villages





Lac de Bienne, Sw
itzerland



Lac de Bienne: working methods





N
eolithic Settlem

ents of Sutz-Lattrigen, Bienne 













Crannog distribution in 
Ireland



Wetland Environments: Coastal Wetlands



RECLAMATION, 
DRAINAGE SEA 
DEFENCE

Drainage mill, wheel and 
sluice

The Gwent Levels
The Fens



Christchurch, Upwell, The Fens
salt-making site - fields adjacent 
to tidal channel 

Briquetage

SALT PRODUCTION



Mesolithic 
eel/fish trap,
Lille Knabstrup,
Denmark

Cockle: tidal increments

FISHING







Wetland Archaeology: 
Somerset Levels 
trackways through time:

Somerset Levels Papers 
1975-1989 
https://archaeologydataservice.
ac.uk/library/browse/series.xht
ml?recordId=1309&recordType=
MonographSeriesChapter

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library/browse/series.xhtml?recordId=1309&recordType=MonographSeriesChapter
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library/browse/series.xhtml?recordId=1309&recordType=MonographSeriesChapter
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library/browse/series.xhtml?recordId=1309&recordType=MonographSeriesChapter
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library/browse/series.xhtml?recordId=1309&recordType=MonographSeriesChapter


Bulleid and Gray 1911 The Glastonbury Lake Village, a full description of 
the excavations and the relics discovered, 1892-1907
https://archive.org/search?query=creator%3A%22Bulleid%2C+Arthur%2
2
Coles, & Minnitt, S. (1995). “Industrious and fairly civilized” : the 
Glastonbury Lake Village. Somerset Levels Project and Somerset 
County Council Museums Service.

https://archive.org/search?query=creator%3A%22Bulleid%2C+Arthur%22
https://archive.org/search?query=creator%3A%22Bulleid%2C+Arthur%22




Hill, T.C.B., Hill, G.E., Brunning, R., Banerjea, R.Y., Fyfe, R.M., 
Hogg, A.G., Jones, J., Perez, M. and Smith, D.N. 2018. 
Glastonbury Lake Village Revisited: A Multi-proxy 
Palaeoenvironmental Investigation of an Iron Age Wetland 
Settlement, Journal of Wetland Archaeology, 18, 115-137. DOI: 
10.1080/14732971.2018.1560064
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/14732971.2018
.1560064?src=getftr

Marshall, P., Brunning, R., Minnitt, S., Ramsey, C., Dunbar, E., & 
Reimer, P. (2020). The chronology of Glastonbury Lake 
Village. Antiquity, 94(378), 1464-1481. doi:10.15184/aqy.2020.167

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/14732971.2018.1560064?src=getftr
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/14732971.2018.1560064?src=getftr


The Somerset Levels, with 
the two main areas of 
archaeological work 
marked (1973-1989)



A sketch to show the relative 
positions, flooding horizons 
and approximate calendar 
year age
of some of the major 
structures in the Brue Valley.



a The Sweet Track, Somerset Levels. View looking southwards near the southern terminal of the trackway. Photograph Somerset Levels Project.
b Reconstruction of the Sweet Track in use in 3806 BC. Drawing by Edward Mortelmans.





Location of Meare Heath Track





Prehistoric hurdles. The 
Bronze Age Eclipse Track, 
Somerset, originally made 
of 1,000 hurdles woven 
from hazel rods, now 
destroyed.
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