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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION: The Police Service and the CPS state they are victim focused in cases of domestic violence. To what extent is this the case? 
Within policing Domestic Violence cases are one of the most common response calls an officer will attend and ‘The Police receive a domestic abuse-related call every 30 seconds’ and ‘1 in 4 women in England and Wales will experience domestic abuse in their lifetime.’ (Refuge,2017). Therefore, it is vital that these cases are dealt with correctly and in a manner where the victim feels valued and respected. The difficulty with this is that according to Gurm and Marchbank (2020) over 70% of victims do not report incidents of abuse to the police for various reasons, and often when police attend a report of domestic related assaults or abuse the victim does not support a conviction or any police action.

The victim’s code is a system put in place to help protect the victim in any crime related incident and is a set of rules that police officers and the CPS have to follow.  According to the College of Policing (2021) ‘victims have the right to make informed choices that are fully respected’, however police officers are taught by principle that whenever a domestic related offence is disclosed – no matter how low the level or whether there is no history – then the person is to be arrested. HMICFRS (2019) confirmed this when they said ‘We found that most officers know how important it is to arrest the offender in cases of domestic abuse’ Although the reason for this is due to ensuring the victim in the incident is safeguarded, one of the victim’s main reasons for not pursuing is due to fear of repercussions and not being ready to end the relationship with the person in question. Therefore, one of the main areas that will be explored in this research will be in low level incidents of domestic related offences whereby there is little to no history and the victim is not supporting, are the police really victim focused in this area if they are directly going against the victim’s wishes of not supporting prosecution. 

In addition to this, where victim’s are not supportive of a conviction and do not wish to attend court, South Wales Police specifically ask their victim’s to sign a formal statement to confirm that they do not support any conviction. The difficulty with this is that by signing this statement, although the victim does state they will not attend court, it still leaves them open to being summonsed to court if the CPS decide to take a victimless prosecution. In these situations are the police utilising these statements to protect the victim in the future or are they taking these from the victim to safeguard themselves in case of further incidents of abuse. Due to these issues, it is vital that police officers’ understanding of ‘negative statements’ is explored and whether they believe that they should be utilised. By gaining the opinions of officers who use these and who don’t, it will allow a comprehensive review of the true reasoning for their use and if they form part of a victim focused approach. It could also be said that by utilising these, it may prevent or reduce the likelihood of a victimless prosecution.

It could be said that all of these decisions have been made in order to safeguard the victim and although it may go against the principles of the victim code, the risk to the victim’s safety outweighs this and by safeguarding them it is ensuring the process is fully victim – focused in itself. The CPS and the police have the powers in these circumstances to pursue a process known as a victimless prosecution or an evidence-led prosecution. The CPS (2020) will state that they are ‘committed to prosecution of domestic abuse in cases without support of victim’ and were able to provide several examples of success stories from evidence-led prosecutions whereby the victim did not support. However, an investigation conducted by HMICFRS (2020) found that out of 78 cases which were not pursued due to the victim not supporting, 15 of these investigators had not had any further lines of enquiry followed. In addition to this there is no method of measuring the success rates in these types of cases within both the police and the CPS. It could be said that if there is no accurate measure of how many victimless prosecutions succeed, that the police and the CPS are missing potential opportunities to help other victims and are therefore not as victim focused as they portray. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
As stated above the main focus of the research is to answer whether the CPS and the Police are truly victim focused in dealing with domestic abuse cases. I will be focusing on the following objectives:

· Exploring whether other options should be utilised instead of arrest when dealing with low level domestic related offences, where the victim is not supported and is little to no domestic history. This will explore whether the victim would be more or less likely to then report incidents in the future, and if there would be more likely to be repercussions for the victim by dealing with the incident in this manner. By doing this, it investigates whether the police should be dealing with these incidents in line with what the victim wants and further cements the question if the police are truly victim focused.
· Questioning the use of ‘negative statements’ in South Wales Police and comparing this with other forces who refuse to use them. This will explore whether they are beneficial to the victim, or if they are utilised in order to protect the police service instead of the victim.
· The third focus point is going to focus on the use of evidence-led or victimless prosecutions and if the CPS and the police utilise these enough to protect the victims in these cases. It will focus on the success stories from the CPS but also the lack of a system to measure the good outcomes in these cases. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
The main literature that I will be focusing on using will be reports from HMICFRS, the College of Policing, the CPS and IOPC. By doing this, it will allow me to focus on the successes and downfalls of how the police and CPS deal with victims. 

I will also be conducting research with charities who deal with domestic violence victims, which will allow the true opinions direct from the source of those who have experienced them. 

In addition to this studies have been conducted by Birdsal, N and Boulton, L (2022) which explain the decision making of victims in the police response to domestic abuse. This paper will allow me to incorporate their reasoning behind the lack of support victim’s often provide in dealing with the investigations. It will also allow a comprehensive evaluation of whether safeguarding from police should outweigh the victim’s right to make decisions and have control in the investigation.

The Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2020) will also be a focus within the literature that I will be reviewing, this is due to it focusing on the investigation that has taken place into how successful the police and the CPS are at dealing with evidence-led prosecutions. This will allow me to critically analyse the success rates and assist with answering the research question.

At this time, there are gaps in some elements of the research, particularly regarding negative statements and the policies behind this within the police, however I aim to have explored this before my literature review submission and have located literature which documents this.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The main method of research via survey that will be utilised in this dissertation if through survey monkey. The aim of the research will be to get the opinions of two different police forces which often collaborate and work together, however have often potentially opposing views on the methods on which statements are taken from victims.
Gwent Police and South Wales Police have opposing opinions on whether ‘negative’ statements should be obtained from victims when they do not wish to support a conviction or attend court. 
The survey to collect data for this will be sent to a minimum of 30 police officers in each force to get their opinions on their own methods that they use in relation to this, whether they believe these methods work and whether they think these methods are victim focused. The results from the survey will also allow these police officers to express their views on the opposing position from the other force, and if they believe this is a better or worse course of action.
In addition to this officers will be asked their opinions on if enough victimless prosecutions are being completed or being put forward to the CPS, and whether the reasons given for non-submission are deemed to be appropriate. 
By utilising the results of this survey, it will allow an accurate and two-sided representation on whether police officers genuinely believe that the police force as a whole and the CPS are truly victim focused or not.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The target sample for research undertaken will be police officers who work in both South Wales Police and Gwent Police. Police Officers who work in these forces work very similarly and across similar systems, however they have different policies on how to deal with some elements off domestic abuse investigations. Both forces believe their policies are the correct versions and produce good results in remaining victim focused throughout the investigations. By allowing officers from both forces to express their opinions on the policies imposed, it will allow thorough research to take place on whether these practices work and if the police and CPS are truly victim focused. All participants are able to use their experiences within their roles in dealing with these incidents and to demonstrate what works and what does not.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
It is believed that there will be no ethical issues as a result of this research. The participants who take part in the research element of the dissertation will be voluntarily taking part and will be anonymous when they do this. They will be reminded of this when they are asked to complete the survey and will also be reminded that they are not obliged to respond to the survey or contribute in any way if they do not wish. By doing this, it prevents any ethical problems that could occur from the research undertaken.

In addition to this, the topic that is being researched is not believed to cause any ethical issues as a result of it being discussed.

	TIME SCALE:

Literature Review to be submitted by 31st July 2023

Research Methodology and Planning submitted by 11th September 2023

Submission of Analysis of results by 20th October 2023

Submission of Finding and Conclusion by 4th December 2023

Final submission submitted by 2nd January 2024
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