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Primary source summary

The primary source I am using in my essay ‘moralistic boundaries between the ritual and habitual use of mind-altering substances’ was found in The Alchemy of Culture by Richard Rudgley 1993 on p.38. Mircea Eliade, professor of the history of religions states that “although mushroom intoxication produces contact with the spiritual world it does so in a ‘passive and crude’ way, describing such practices as decadent, late and derivative in their attempts to imitate an earlier ‘purer’ form of shamanism”. I think that Mircea’s view clearly demonstrates a moralistic boundary, in that he sees the crossing of this particular boundary (eating the fly agaric) as immoral, decadent and not responsible when measured up against the religious purity of, what he thinks is a shamans roll in a tribe. As Rudgley states on the same page (p.38) “here it is not Eliade’s scholarly impartiality speaking, but rather his bourgeois aversion to intoxication in relation to religious life” indeed his view does seem to be morally led by his own stance in relation to religion. Whether or not a person using mind-altering substances is moral or not, really relies on the moral compass of the individual doing the judging and will vary from person to person as we can clearly see between Mircea Eliade and Richard Rudgley. Impartiality is the key point here for the anthropologist as the observer and accurate recorder of events in different cultures, unclouded by personal judgment and bias. 


