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Summary:
An investigation into the effect the colour Black has on people and society, looking in depth at culture, Art, Views across the world, Fashion and Branding. Concluding with an analysis on why it has the effect it does. 
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Visual Material

Figure 1: Malevich. K (1915) ‘The Black Square’. [Painting on canvas.] 80cm x 80cm. Held in Tretyakov Gallery.

Figure 2: O’keeffe. G (1927) ‘Black abstraction’. [Oil painting on canvas.] 76.2cm x 102.2cm. Held in Whitney Museum of American Art.

Figure 3: Frissell. T (1945) ‘Boy sitting in the rubble of his home where his parents lie buried after a V2 bomb hit, London’ [Black and white photograph.] 

Figure 4: Bayer. S (2006) From the music video ‘The Black Parade’ [Screenshot] performed by band ‘My Chemical Romance’. 



What effect does the colour black have on human expression and emotion?

This dissertation will focus on art & society in western culture. I will be looking into exactly how black came to be such a prominent colour in entertainment, art, fashion and history and then bring all of that together to conclude how black has developed over time to become an enigma of negative energy for many people in the UK and US. I will also briefly consider the attitudes towards black from other cultures across the world to conclude why western society views black so negatively compared to other cultures across the world. 
The colour black is present in everyone’s day to day life and it is interesting to consider how much it impacts culture on an emotional level. Black can affect every area of life, whether it be through forms of design and art, through to psychological processes such as fears, phobias, prejudice and judgement or even through more simple areas such as reading, writing and speaking. 
The human reaction to black is partially primal and goes back to when humans had to make fires to have light. 
“Pitch black is the most fearsome kind of darkness. For humans, fear of it, perhaps before the days where we could reliably make fire, is universal and ancient. In the dark we become acutely aware of our limitations as a species.” (St Clair, 2016)
It is fascinating to see how intertwined one colour can be with very primal, delicate processes such as the human mind. As an extension, with all the new advances in technology, it opens new avenues with space, however, this can bring uncertainty and fear. This again comes from the same primal fear. Space is a vacuum, a void, so therefore is pitch black. It lends itself to fear, which appropriately represents the fear that is associated with black successfully. Along with Black, Red, goes hand in hand to create a menacing evil feel. These two colours both have strong emotional connections in western culture, both being tied to two different powerful, negative emotions. Red being anger and aggression due to it being the colour of blood and being such an intense colour. With Black’s links to death and negativity, mixing Red with Black creates a sense of menace and evil. (TVTropes, 2018) However, it is interesting to note, if red is mixed with white, this changes the attitude towards it, with red then being more connected to love and innocence. Red and White are two major colours used in Valentine’s day celebrations. This shows the power black has over other colours, with the meaning of a colour changing dramatically once it is accompanied by black. 
However, along with the negativity it can also give a feeling of age and nostalgia. Black pigment is the oldest pigment used in human history, originally seen to create scenes in Paleolithic artwork on cave walls. Considering the colour black, it is interesting to see how it is seen differently across the world, but also how it overlaps so much within different cultures. I will be aiming to examine art and history across the world to find out exactly why this is the case and how a colour such as black can have such strong emotion attached to it. 





Chapter 1: Colour Black & The Arts
1.1 Art
It is interesting to explore how black is used in an artistic context and how it is interpreted. In the artistic community, black is used in various ways. Black can be regarded as a colour however it can also be seen as an absence of colour. In fact, Anish Kapoor copyrighted ‘Ventablack’, which is known as the darkest pigment which absorbs 99.96% of light. Ventablack was a breakthrough in the art community as it was the first pigment to be as dark as a black hole. Ventablack, with it’s high level of light absorption makes sculptures seem flat, almost as if it was a shadow or silhouette. 

“Kapoor defended his exclusive use of the material: “Why exclusive? Because it’s a collaboration, because I am wanting to push them to a certain use for it. I’ve collaborated with people who make things out of stainless steel for years and that’s exclusive.”
He believes much of the debate comes down to emotion. “The problem is that colour is so emotive – especially black ... I don’t think the same response would occur if it was white.” (Delaney, 2016)

Kapoor became a controversial figure when he copyrighted this colour, as many felt that he then had the monopoly on this colour and type of artwork, which goes against what many may think about the freedom of art and expression. If black truly was regarded as a colour, would it be able to be copyrighted? 

But when Kapoor won exclusive rights to the material in February, it came with backlash from the artistic community. “I’ve never heard of an artist monopolising a material,” the artist Christian Furr told the Daily Mail. “All the best artists have had a thing for pure black – Turner, Manet, Goya … This black is like dynamite in the art world. We should be able to use it. It isn’t right that it belongs to one man.” (Delaney, 2016)

[image: ]Although highly controversial for its stance as a non-colour, it is perhaps the most used pigment in the artistic community. It can be used to add contrast but can also be used to add powerful symbolism in art. It can be taken into abstract and delve into the artistic questions about black, such as Malevich with his work ‘The Black Square’ in 1915.
Figure 1: ‘The Black Square’ (Malevich, 1915)
Figure 1 was a radical piece of art. It is a canvas painted black and is an embrace of non-representationalism and a refusal of nature in favour of abstraction. Critics feel it may be read in terms of ‘The Kantian theory of the sublime’ where it favours flatness over depth. It conveys the feeling of displeasure that arises from the imaginations inadequacy. (Shaw, 2018)

The Sublime is an area that raises many questions. It holds many dimensions that don’t just relate to aesthetics. It raises philosophical questions about human nature and also helps raise political questions that loom around the actions of individuals. Malevich’s work may be interpreted using this theory of the Sublime as it raises questions about the human connection with black due to the viewer being confronted with a purely black square. With this in mind, you may conclude that black truly holds a complicated connection with us and the human mind. (Holmqvist, 2003)

With Malevich’s painting being more symbolic, creating questions, other artists such as Georgia O’Keefe used shades of black to portray shape and texture. This is shown in O’Keefe’s work, ‘Black Abstraction’ from 1927
. 
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Figure 2: ‘Black Abstraction’ (O'Keeffe, 1927)
Figure 2 uses only black pigment, a contrast to what she is usually known for, her colourful flower paintings. This piece attempts to show the emotional depth of black as a pigment and also a visual representation of her experience in the year before she created this art piece. 
“The painting in fact represents the crystallization of a moment of emotion and was prompted by an incident in the summer of 1927 when O’Keeffe was operated on at Mount Sinai Hospital, New York, for a benign lump in her breast. She recalls: “I was on a stretcher in a large room, two nurses hovering over me, a very large skylight above me. I had decided to be conscious as long as possible. I heard the doctor washing his hands. The skylight began to whirl and slowly became smaller and smaller in a black space. I lifted my right arm overhead and dropped it. As the skylight became a small white dot in a black room, I lifted my left arm over my head. As it started to drop and the white dot became very small, I was gone.” A few weeks later all this became Black abstraction.” (Visual Arts Cork, 2018)
This gives two examples of black abstraction and both examples use black to express negative feelings, with O’Keeffe’s symbolising her experience with sedatives during an operation and Malevich’s representing a rejection of nature and a feeling of displeasure due to the absence of any shade and colour. Using both of these, one can come to a conclusion that black is used to portray negativity, displeasure and uncertainty, however, this may present itself differently in a different art medium, Photography. 

Black and White photography is still widely used in todays society, mainly by professional photographers for shots usually at weddings and other large events or family photoshoots. Other photographers often use it to portray a situation and highlight the depth of shade and contrast. Black and white photography highlights the art in photos, showing angles, depth and shade which colour cannot. This is shown in Figure 3 ‘Boy sitting in the rubble of his home where his parents lie buried after a V2 bomb hit, London’ by Toni Frissell.
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Figure 3: ‘Boy sitting in the rubble of his home where his parents lie buried after a V2 bomb hit, London’ (Frissell, 1945)

Figure 3 is a powerful image showing a child who has just lost his parents and his home. The black and white photography highlights the destruction by showing the angular and sharp nature of the child’s surroundings and adds more darkness to the photo. It is void of colour, paralleling the despairing thoughts of many of the residents of London during the Blitz. Black and white photography also helps figure 3 to exaggerate drama.

However, today, black and white photography is mostly used as a positive addition to enhance a picture. It is a step away from reality which adds a level of nostalgia. It gives an image some historical value, which works effectively to establish valuable shots for events such as weddings, christenings and other family orientated moments. 
“I’ve always advocated that I like to move away from reality as many steps as possible. My argumentation was that the more steps you move away from reality, the closer you will get to the essence of the artist and the more the expression will be an authentic representation of the subjective experience of the artist only.” (Tjintjelaar, 2017)

1.2 Music
Visualisation of black is also used by musicians, particularly in the punk, rock and alternative genres along with 90s grunge. Examples of heavy black imagery are bands such as Black Sabbath, Led Zepplin and more modern bands such as My Chemical Romance and Bullet for my Valentine. 
Perhaps the most well-known song by My Chemical Romance, ‘Welcome to the Black Parade’ regularly uses black as a theme in the song and also in its music video. A song about death and the effect it has on the people you leave behind when you die, the song has lyrics such as 
“A world that sends you reeling
From decimated dreams
Your misery and hate will kill us all
So paint it black” (Gerard Way, 2006)
Using this imagery creates a very dark, negative view on the world and using the phrase ‘paint it black’ solidifies the darkness and negativity that is being expressed in the extract of the song. The rest of the song continues with this narrative, using black as a metaphor for death, suffering and sadness. Continuing to the music video, colour is used very sparingly. It is almost black and white, however, they use muted colours to add shade. It follows a man on a hospital bed, who then dies and joins the ‘black parade’ symbolising that the song is about death. Once in death, the video goes almost black and white, with all the band members dressed in black and white uniforms. Figure 4 conveys the whole mood of the video, showing the use of heavy black and the only colour appearing is a muted red, which is also related to death, that appears throughout the music video and lyrics. 
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Figure 4: ‘Welcome to the Black Parade’ (Welcome to the black parade, 2006)

Another example of black being used in music is with the artist Marilyn Manson. He uses black many different ways, especially in his persona’s appearance. Along with his videos, he uses black in costume to express himself. Manson, born Brian Warner, felt like an outcast of society and an outsider, so he expressed himself by creating his persona, Marilyn Manson to help teens that feel like they do not fit in to have someone to relate to. (Manson, 2015) Therefore, his whole aesthetic is purely to cater to people who do not fit in and to help them find something to be part of. This brings another side of black into music. Along with it being hard hitting symbolism for death, it can also be used to create a subculture of inclusion of the strange and unusual. Music has always used black this way, creating the emo, goth and punk subcultures. An example of Manson’s music that uses heavy black symbolism is his song ‘Personal Jesus’. (Manson, 2004) It is an upbeat rock anthem that is a comment on religion. It promotes an alternativist lifestyle whilst catering to the outcasts by subtly talking about community. However, the music video is a direct contrast to the feel of the song. Manson is in full black, his face is powdered white and he has black makeup on. Throughout the video black is also a recurring theme with silhouettes, black outfits, shadows and dark symbolism. The direct contrast further pushes the black symbolism by making you ask why the darkness seems threatening and how it can change the tone of the song by just being an accompaniment to it.  Using these examples, it shows how complex black is in the music industry, with it creating symbolism much like it would in an art piece, but it also creates a following and subculture that makes black an identifying factor for some people’s lives and personality. 

1.3 Film and Entertainment
In film and entertainment, black can signify authority, power and horror. In entertainment, alongside the business world, high up officials, businessmen and people with authority are usually dressed in some form of black, usually a black suit or dress. A good example of this is the Sci-Fi franchise “The Men in Black”. (1997) Based around an urban legend, the Men in Black are government officials that protect the secret of aliens from the everyday population. These films use a large amount of black symbolism in the films to emphasise the power and the secrecy that these individuals have. They wear full black suits, wear black shades and drive black cars. In contrast, the everyday public in these films are all shown to be wearing brightly coloured clothes. A quote from one of the characters, Zed, States that 
“From now on, you'll have no identifying marks of any kind. You will not stand out in any way. Your entire image is crafted to leave no lasting memory with anyone. You are a rumor, recognizable only as déjà vu and dismissed just as quickly. You don't exist.” (The Men in Black, 1997)
This quote summarises everything that black does in terms of business. It gives a level of mystery, eeriness and anonymity. Many other examples of black being used this way exist in popular culture, with black being used for mysterious individuals in films and TV shows, such as Black Mirror (2011), American Horror Story: Coven (2013) and The Purge (2013). another way black is used is to give off a feeling of malice, danger and aggression. Used in almost an identical form, black is also used to portray gangs, mobsters, criminals and corrupt officials. They play on the mystery and distrust that the colour black creates to inform the viewer of the agenda of the individual. An example of this used in film is with the film ‘Legend’ (2015). The main characters, who work as aggressive mobsters, essentially wear the same clothing as the Men in Black. However, this is used in a very different way. Legend uses the clothing choice to show dominance in an aggressive and negative way. This has been shown throughout the years in film with examples such as Goodfellas (1990) and Casino (1995). 
Along with dominance and power, black is also used to promote fear and unease in TV and film, with black being a very common colour used in the cinematography of the horror genre. In film, black can arguably be reduced to the brightness of the film, with a lighter film including very little black and a darker film including more shadows and a higher percentage of black. In a study of colour usage in film, the horror genre was shown to have the lowest brightness out of any other genre. 
“Average brightness of comedy is significantly higher than that of all other categories. Brightness of romance comes next; this too is significantly higher than that of the remaining three categories. Horror is the lowest among all categories in terms of brightness.” (Chen, 2012)
With this comparison of genres, it shows how powerful black can be to create mood. Comedies and Romance films are relatively devoid of darkness as they are lighthearted and upbeat, however, horror films are slow paced, scary and keep you on edge. With this genre being the darkest amongst all other genres, this shows that the one of the main reasons as to why horrors are so scary and uncomfortable falls onto the fact that the films are usually darker than others. This goes back to how the absence of colour affects the human mind psychologically, with it creating unease, mystery and a sense of panic. Overall, black in film can be considered one of the most powerful colours to give emotional responses to characters or circumstances, whether it to make something look mysterious, powerful or scary. 






















Chapter 2: A World View
2.1 Death & Religion
Black is very significant in Christianity. In the bible, it states that before life there was darkness, hence, life can’t exist in darkness. Therefore black is seen as a very negative colour in religion. It is seen as evil and everything that opposes religion. 
“When Lucifer chose to sin the light both in himself and that which he brought became black (which God determined beforehand would be a consequence of disobedience - see Isaiah 45:7). He became the first dark or black 'thing' that had ever existed (John 8:44) when he committed spiritual suicide.” (biblestudy.org, 2018)
However, it is widely used in clothing for religious roles. Priests and Nuns usually wear black as a sign of penance and humility. This was to show the rejection of all worldly pleasures and total devotion to the laws of religion. It is also a common colour used for mourning Jesus during Easter. (Lornemark, 2018) Due to religion having great power in history, with it traditionally having a big part in both the UK and US ruling and infrastructure, black has since become the colour of evil and negativity. Many anti-religious groups also adopt black as their colour due to the idea of it being a rejection of religious beliefs. 
“This traditional association of the colour black with death and sin is long standing and has led to the widespread conviction in both art and lay circles that black is depressing and sinister and therefore, if possible, must be avoided.” (Rand, 1985)
It is interesting to look into other cultures to consider their interpretations on black. Although black is the colour of fear, death and mystery in western culture, many different countries have a different outlook on black. For example, in Egypt black has the opposite meaning. Egypt see black as the colour of rebirth and life. 
“In Western industrial cultures, black is associated with death; mourners wear dark clothes and the body is transported in a black limousine. In ancient Egypt however, statues of Osiris were painted black to indicate the period of gestation when seeds are sprouting beneath the earth; black is associated with preparation for rebirth rather than an end of earthly life.” (Fisher, 1989)
In Asian countries, white means death, mourning and bad luck, compared to the western’s view of it meaning purity and life. The colour black then has relevance to young boys. It symbolises youthfulness and prosperity whilst in japan it symbolises mystery and feminine energy. In Africa, black’s meaning is also positive. It symbolises age, maturity and masculinity. (Robinson, 2017) Even in India it can resemble rebirth. Also in Ethiopia, white is the negative colour with it representing Illness. (Kroulek, 2016)
With all this is mind, it is interesting to see that it is mostly the western industrial world that has such a negative opinion on black, whereas other countries mostly associate white with these feelings. It is interesting to see this as both black and white are both debated to be colours as both are a lack of colour, with black being the blend of all pigments and white being the absence of any. Therefore both colours hold a level of distrust. However it is interesting to see white as the negative colour rather than black.



2.2 Black Culture
The journey of black people says a lot about how we as a society view colour and race and how that is intertwined together. “Until recently times, the role of the Afro-American in our national life was thought to be hardly worth considering.” (Quarles, 1974) Blacks were only beginning to be seen as equals since the 1950s. Before then they were always seen as inferior. Most became slaves in the slave trade and they had almost no human rights. In the British Empire, slaves were common place. It wasn’t until the slave trade was abolished in 1804 that black people began to see any form of equality, however, it would be a very long road to get true equality. Even though the slave trade was abolished, slavery still continued at least until 1838 and in many other areas occurred further after that. (British Library, 2017) Although from 1838 onwards, the slave trade was officially abolished, blacks still didn’t have equal footing in society. It wasn’t until figures such as Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks in the USA in the the 50s started campaigning for black civil rights that blacks began to get widespread acknowledgement and equality. Even in todays society, blacks still aren’t equal to whites due to racism and prejudice. Movements such as the modern ‘Black Lives Matter’ movement are an example of modern campaigning to get true equality. How is it that the colour of someone’s skin can define them and give them a place in society? A large part of prejudice and racism comes down to fear. In history, many were not exposed to black people, so racism was the norm due to ignorance and the fear of outsiders. The racism and hatred is to mask fear with aggression. Another reason is the need to belong. Many may not feel like they belong, therefore projecting this onto a group of individuals may help them feel like they belong more than others. It also gives them a platform to join other racists so that allows them to find a group where they feel they belong. (Abrams, 2017)
All this comes down to the colour of someone’s skin. This therefore argues the fact that black induces fear in people, therefore relentlessly creating racism towards darker skinned individuals. If not the colour of the skin, regardless of the reasoning for racism, it has painted the colour black in a dark light due to all the atrocities in history that were performed again dark skinned people. 
Many black people are stereotyped and discriminated against all due to their skin. Many dark skinned people purposefully bleach their skin to get a lighter tone due to the negativity related to dark skin. This has spawned a multibillion-dollar industry in cosmetic creams and invasive procedures such as skin bleaching, chemical peels, laser treatments, steroid cocktails, “whitening” pills and intravenous injections” (Abraham, 2017) This prejudice comes from the history of blacks in the UK and US. This history is still a problematic issue for both sides but it all comes down to skin colour, showing again how much power that black has over our society. 









Chapter 3: Clothing, Fashion and Brands
3.1 History of Black in clothing
Looking into British history, Queen Victoria can be seen as a figurehead in black. This colour defines the Victorian era due to the common use of it in clothing and also the industrial revolution during this time. Women were more colourful in their clothing, but the fashion for men at the time was sober, using dark greys and blacks and possibly adding a splash of colour with a necktie. (VictorianEra.org, 2017) During Queen Victoria’s reign, she spent the majority of time in mourning. Her husband, Prince Albert died at 42 in 1861 and she fell into a deep depression. She rarely appeared in public and she wore black for the rest of her life. Any paintings and pictures of her from then on showed her posing emotionlessly in a black gown. (Royal, 2018) For the British, this was a major period that solidified black as the colour of mourning. However, the colour black wasn’t always the colour for mourning. Although correct that black dresses and suits were commonplace in funerals, they were also common at parties and weddings. This is because black fabrics were once the most expensive piece of fabric to buy due to the difficulty to dye fabrics black. This expense meant that black attire was usually reserved for the wealthiest and for the most important events as it showed your wealth and status. It took a while for the process to be refined and black to become a common colour for clothing. Therefore, the status of black over the years has still been the colour of power and wealth. The colour black being used for funerals is a relatively modern tradition, with the French kings using colours such as reds blues and purples as the colour of mourning. It was only in the late 1400s when a French Duchess, Anna of Bretagne introduced the idea of black being the colour of mourning. (Lornemark, 2018)

       3.2: Black in Branding.
Black can have very positive connotations that have a lot of power in UK and US society. Black in term of business is the colour of dominance, power, wealth and leisure. Along with that, it is often a common colour for expensive goods, making them look more valuable and also black is seen as an attractive alluring colour. An example of this is Chanel. Their main colours are black and gold and due to the high price of their items, the colours are then associated with luxury and expense. Many electrical devices are also mainly black, such as computers and laptops, and also game consoles such as the PlayStation and Xbox. 
“The decidedly ambivalent nature of black has been understood in daily use. In the east and southwest of the United States and in Europe black is by far the most popular colour for pleasure vehicles, but it is also the colour of the hearse. In clothes black is the colour of tragedy, mourning. At the same time it is the colour of elegance and of sensuous enjoyment in the conventionally “sexy” black lingerie. “ (Rand, 1985)
It went so far as even becoming a culture staple with the ‘little black dress’ made popular by Audrey Hepburn’s black Givenchy dress in Breakfast at Tiffany’s it is seen as “Easy to wear and always elegant.” (Bass-Krueger, 2018)
There is also an area in the West Midlands named ‘the black country’, named so by Queen Victoria whilst she visited it. There are many ideas of why this is, many believe it is down to the smoke this area was littered with during the industrial revolution. However, others put it down to the abundance of coal in the region. (BBC, 2018) When Queen Victoria visited the Black Country at the start of the industrial revolution, she was said to draw her curtains as she was offended by the sight of the area. Also as a comparison, JRR Tolkien took inspiration from the Black Country when he created the area of Mordor in his book series ‘The Lord of the Rings’. (Bentley, 2017)

3.3 Subcultures
Black is a very complex colour within the culture of the UK and US. It has both positive and negative connotations. Many different groups adopt black as the colour that defines them, such as the goth, emo and punk subcultures. They see black as a colour of death, darkness, depression and other things negative, however they choose to allow that to define them. Especially in the gothic subculture, black has a very big connection to Victorian fashion and styles. “The culture relies on the principle of bricolage, borrowing from Victorian, pagan and occult iconographies, among many others… with mourning, decay, decadence and memento mori being prevalent.” (Gander, 2017) They believe they can find beauty in darkness and death. However, although this subculture believes there is beauty in black, because of their use of this colour, others are very apprehensive and see the gothic subculture as dangerous and religious people even see them as offensive, sometimes accusing them of devil worship. “Back in the day, it was considered dangerous for young people to become too absorbed in such themes.” (Gander, 2017) With all of this, just the power of the colour itself can give such a negative connection to what people perceive of someone. Many subcultures are created to help people come together to get a sense of belonging. Many people feel like they don’t belong in the normal society and feel like outcasts, so these subcultures appeal to them for them to become part of their own society. Black usually has a part with this, with black being linked to the rejection of culture and values. This is why many subcultures such as Goth culture, Emo culture and Gang culture all use black in their fashion.





















Examples of human expression throughout history support the idea that black is dynamically intertwined into everyone’s life, however, it doesn’t explain why it can be seen so negatively. One possible explanation lies in the idea that black is a colour people do not try to understand. They may avoid it due to it’s negative connections so they don’t give a chance to see beauty and meaning behind the colour and therefore decide that death and negativity is purely what defines black and not the positive feelings that it can also bring. All the contradictions with the personal meanings for the colour black shows just how intertwined black is in our lives.

When black is in reference to people, whether it be through skin colour, clothing or preferences, black is seen as evil, lesser, non-confirmative and a threat. Through analysis, this can be put down to fear and xenophobia. It is human nature to reject if it does not fit within it’s preferred existence. As many subcultures adopt black as a way of rebellion and non-conformity, this has therefore become a reaction society has ingrained in people to behave if they see people in black. However, black becomes an acceptable attire in certain instances such as business and mourning. Religion has a large part in the mourning traditions. Christianity, the main religion of both the UK and the US includes many officials dressed in black for it to symbolise them giving up all worldly pleasures. This trail of thought also works with mourning, making black resemble their absence of pleasure and happiness now that the person is now gone. However, religion hasn’t just impacted on black just on the mourning standpoint. Although religion isn’t as prominent in modern society, it used to be a very important part of everyday life. It can be argued that it was during this time in history that black started gaining it’s negative connections, due to the fear around black being evil and satanic. Other cultures also back up this argument, with many not seeing black as negatively as the western world as Christianity isn’t as prevalent in Asia, where a lot of the contrast in thoughts on the colour black come from. This backs up the idea that Christianity is one major factor in why black is seen so negatively. 

Although it can be argued that black is seen negatively, it can’t be dismissed that black also has positive meaning. Most of these have come from the industrial world, such as the connection to black and business and commerce and the connection to black in western culture with the ‘little black dress’. These feelings are mostly from modern day but hold deep connections to history which is where they were established, such as black fashion representing power and status. Concluding that these positive feelings towards black coming from more modern times, you can then get down to one of the real reasons why black has had negative meaning all throughout history. With the technological advancements and the advances on human rights and equality, people are becoming less fearful of the unknown, therefore black may be slowly becoming positive.

Going to the root of the question, black is a colour that is deeply connected to basic human instincts. It connects to the primal human instinct and emotions of fear and distrust. With organised religion playing to these instincts, and modern day advancements burying these instincts, you can see the development of the feelings towards black. Looking into every aspect that black has touched, all come back with one theme that is related throughout. Fear. Black is one of the few colours able to connect to human’s fear accurately due to the uncertainty of the colour itself and the status it has. Throughout time it has manifested in many different ways, but going back to basics, the absence and void black manifests as, it unsettles and scares the viewer as they find it hard to process. Black gives a primal and unbiased reaction from every human that can’t be learned or changed and that is why no matter where someone is from and the context the colour is being used, although can be seen in positive ways in many different instances, will always have negativity attached to it.
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