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Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of the Welsh language in the public sector in Wales.
The Welsh language is spoken all over the world, but nowadays its mostly spoken within Wales. Throughout this essay, the history of the Welsh language will be explained, showing how it was a language that died out, but also how through the use of Acts and Measures, they were able to resurrect the language. This essay will also look at how police forces in Wales are able to provide a service to Welsh speakers at the same level that non-Welsh speakers receive.
Welsh is one of the oldest languages that is spoken in Europe. It’s believed to be a Brythonic language (Learn Welsh, n.d). This means that it originates from British Celtic. Welsh was the main language spoken in the UK, and sometime between 400 AD to 700 AD, it became a distinctive language, with Welsh poetry being found from this era from poets such as Aneirin and Talesin (Historic UK , n.d). The first Welsh word to be preserved was from a gravestone in St Cadfan’s church in Tywyn in around 700 AD. (Historic UK, n.d) 

Under Anglo-Saxons reign, the Welsh language gradually evolved. Between 1000 AD and 1536 AD, Welsh became known as Middle Welsh. This type of Welsh formed the basis for the Mabinogion, a famous literary collection of stories. In 1536, Henry VIII created the Act of Union. This legally incorporated Wales into England, making English the sole language. This Act of Union states that English was the only language to be used in the courts of Wales, and for any Welsh language speakers would not receive public office ion the territories of the King of England. A problem with this is that areas of the coast, such as Pembrokeshire and Gower had Welsh as their only language, so this made it impossible to fully exclude the Welsh language from any courts, increasing the use of interpreters. (BBC Wales History, 2014). 

In 1847, there was a report published which investigated the state of Welsh education. This report is commonly known as the Treason of the Blue Books. The report stated tat the Welsh language was to blame for many of the countries social problems, such as stupidity, sexual promiscuity and unruly behaviour. The UK Government believed that the way to reduce this behaviour was by removing the use of Welsh at a school level, even though Welsh was the prominent language at the time. It’s because of this belief that the Welsh Not was created. A piece of wood with the initials WN inscribed on it was hung around the neck of any child caught speaking Welsh within the class. They would keep the sign until the next child was caught, so the plaque would be passed on. The child was had it at the end of the day was punished or beaten. Parents and teachers accepted this as they believed it would help their children from becoming an issue in later life (Welshnot, n.d). Because of these decisions and Acts, the Welsh language had started to decline.

In 1911, the census recorded the highest number of Welsh speakers, with 977,366 people, or 43.5% of the population who spoke Welsh. Even though this was the peak number of speakers, it meant that Welsh has now become a minority language for the first time in almost 2,000 years People believe that a cause for this could have been the First World War, as it has been estimated that as many as 20,000 Welsh speaking soldiers died in the battle. The Welsh speaking populations continued to drop in 1921, where only 37.1% of the population spoke Welsh. (Learn Welsh n.d).

In 1911, the population of Wales was sitting at 2,420,921 according to census data from 1911. (Count me in Census2001, 2001) Of that population, only 8.5% of the population spoke Welsh only, with 35% being able to speak both Welsh and English (Count me in Census2001, 2001). This shows that in 1911, the majority of the country spoke English only. This shows that the previous actions used to prevent the Welsh language being spoken had worked. 

In 1967, the Welsh Language Act 1967 was published, which made it so that the Welsh language could be used freely in legal proceedings and official or public business in Wales and Monmouthshire (Welsh Language Act 1967) By 1971, the amount of Welsh speakers over the age of 3 and living in Wales rose to 542,400, that’s 20.8% of the Welsh population who were able to speak Welsh (Digest of Welsh Historical Statistics 1974 – 1996, 1998). Compared to years such as 1911, where only 8.5% could speak Welsh,  there has been an increase in the number of Welsh speakers, which may be down to the new Act allowing the Welsh language to be used in legal proceedings.

In 1993, the Welsh Language Act 1993 was published. The Act established a Welsh Language Board and that certain public bodies should give effect to the principle that Welsh and English languages should be treated equally in the conduct of public businesses and legal proceedings (Welsh Language Act 1993)(Law Wales, 2021). The Welsh Language Board was made to promote and facilitate the use of the Welsh language (Welsh Language Board, n.d). It had the statutory powers to make it a requirement that public bodies in Wales had to prepare a Welsh Language Scheme. Within the scheme, it explains how to treat both the English and Welsh language on a basis of equality (National Assembly for Wales, 2007). The 1993 Act put Wales on an equal footing with England. 

The Welsh Language Act 1993 was later replaced with the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011. Within the new measure, it ensured that the Welsh language was equal with the English language and was not being treated unfavourable and to give individuals the right to use the language freely in their daily lives. It also removed the requirement that public bodies needed to create Welsh Language Schemes (Torfaen, 2022). The measure also created the role of a Welsh Language Commissioner. The role of the Welsh Language Commissioner is to promote the use of the Welsh Language (Welsh Government, n.d). 

Since the introduction of the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011, even though measures had been put into place to increase the use of the Welsh language, the number of speakers dropped to 562,016, only 19% of the Wales population (Stats Wales, 2012). According to the Welsh Government, the reason for this decrease was due to demographic changes, such as fewer children and the loss of older individuals with the ability to speak Welsh (Statistics for Wales, 2012).
In 2021, census data showed that there were 892,200 people in Wales who were able to speak Welsh. That is 29.5% of the population. This figure was up 9,200 people from 2020 (Welsh Government, 2022). With the increase in Welsh speakers, it is now becoming an importance to ensure that the public sector in Wales are able to speak the language to provide the care that Welsh speakers deserve.

Within Wales there are four main police forces; South Wales, Gwent, Dyfed Powys and North Wales. Each police force has the legal responsibility to ensure that they comply with Welsh Language standards. Within the South Wales Police force, the Welsh Language Commissioner issued a Compliance Notice, which set out 153 standards that South Wales Police has to implement along with a date to achieve it by. South Wales Police are actively trying to improve their services, by offering the option to contact them in Welsh, ensuring that there will be no delay if they needed correspondence in Welsh. This is a step being taken to ensure that both the Welsh language and English language are being treated equally. South Wales Police also have Welsh Language Champions. These are responsible for providing leadership, advice and guidance regarding the Welsh language in the force. They state that because not all their staff are able to speal or write Welsh fluently, they make sure that they have arrangements in place to provide translation, as well as further training up their staff. South Wales Police state that their aim is to “comply with the legislative requirement to provide a bilingual service, and also to offer language choice and linguistic courtesy on a routine basis to all those who make contact with us and, additionally, as an internal business language to our staff who speak Welsh” (South Wales Police, n.d). A Welsh Language Standard Report in 2020/21 for South Wales Police stated that 92% of officers in the force possessed a Level 1 to Level 5 Welsh Language Skill. In this situation, level one means they can pronounce Welsh place names, some police related vocabulary and can understand and speak basic greetings and phrases and level 5 being they are able to hold a full conversation in Welsh in all situations. (North Wales Police, n.d). South Wales Police were able to achieve this by creating Siop Siarad sessions, to help people with no understanding of the Welsh Language gain knowledge and confidence in using it (Welsh Language Standards Report 20/21, 2021) Within the areas that South Wale Police cover, there are around 285,200 Welsh speakers (Annual Population Survey, 2022). Its due to these sheer numbers that the force needs to ensure that they can deal with the demand for Welsh correspondence by ensuring they have the officers to keep up with the demand.

North Wales Police force cover areas such as Anglesey, Wrexham, and Flintshire. North Wales is known for being full of Welsh speakers. In fact, there are 287,500 Welsh speakers, making up 42% of the population (Annual Population Survey, 2022). Because of the large amount of Welsh speakers, North Wales Police force has to make sure that they are able to keep up with the demand of Welsh requests. A way that they are achieving this is that since 2008, any new recruits that join North Wales Police must have a level 2 oral Welsh skill. The force has also provided self-learn Welsh resources to new recruits to demonstrate the skills available to them. The new recruits are expected to reach a level 3 before they reach the end of their probationary period. (North Wales Police, 2021). Something that North Wales Police force has that no other force in Wales has is a dedicated translation unit. They can assist staff in ensuring that documents and information are available in Welsh as well as English. They are also able to translate any information they receive from the public from Welsh to English, or vice versa. The unit are also utilised in operational policing matters (North Wales Police, n.d). 

Dyfed-Powys Police force covers the most land out of the four Welsh Police forces, with it covering 4,188 square miles over counties such as Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire, and Powys (Dyfed-Powys, n.d). The population of people that they cover is 501,50 with 205,700 of those Welsh speakers (Annual Population Survey, 2022). As of April 1st, 2019, all new recruits must have achieved a Welsh Language Level 1, or they must be prepared to achieve the level within 6 months of appointment. As of May 2022, there was 1,882 officer who had between a level 1 and level 5 Welsh language skill, with only 271 with a level 0. Compared to May 2016, where there was only 1,501 with a Welsh skill level 1 to 5, with 355 at level 0, Dyfed-Powys Police has been steadily increasing the amount of officers that are able to communicate in Welsh (Dyfed-Powys Police, 2022). This is important due to the growing number of Welsh people that they need to communicate with, especially over such a large area of Wales.

The final police force is Gwent Police. The population that Gwent Police cover is 564,100 people, with 120,900 people being able to speak Welsh. This is only 21% of the population (Annual Population Survey, 2022). It is not known how many officers are able to speak Welsh within Dyfed Powys Police, although it does state that any new recruits must have a minimum of a Level 1 Welsh skill. The Welsh Language Standard Annual Report 2021/2022 states, there was no training courses provided in Welsh during their reporting period. Rather than the police providing training, there were Welsh for Adults courses at Coleg Gwent that officers were able to enrol on. Even though there is less Welsh speakers within the area they cover, it is still important that there are officers who are able to understand and speak Welsh to make sure that the public is treated the same as any non-Welsh speaker.

In conclusion, the Welsh language has been around for hundreds of years with the number of speakers dropping until the past few years. With the help of Acts and Measures, the four Welsh police forces were able to ensure that they had appropriate measures in place to ensure that the Welsh speaking public is dealt with in the same manor as non-Welsh speakers, therefore eliminating any bias and ensuring they are able to provide the best service they can.
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