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Appendix 1.
Focus Group Questions 

1. What did you learn during the lesson?
2. What did you like best about being part of the lesson?
3. Do you like having activities where you can take part?
4. What were you learning in the activity in this photo? 
5. Did you like working with your friends in today’s lesson? Why?
6. If we did this lesson tomorrow, if there anything that you would like us to change?












Appendix 2
Observation Schedule
Date of session observed –  
Name of observer – 
Agreed aims and objectives of the session – How can we improve student engagement through use of active learning strategies in the Foundation Phase?

	
	Child A
	Child B
	Child C

	Pupil engagement 
(responding to stimulus, raising hand, working with partner, sharing ideas, listening)



	










	
	

	Facial Expressions
(emotional response)









	
	
	



	Teacher Position
	Trainee Teacher

	 (Where teacher is in class - standing in front/moving, how long in different areas, does teacher talk to children, can teacher be heard throughout) 

	



	General comments on class
	


























Appendix 3
Transcribed Interview 1

Q. What did you learn during the lesson?
All pupils recognised that they were reading and writing sentences
Q. What did you like best about being part of the lesson?
Child A: I liked reading books with my friends
Child B: I like the writing
Child C: Putting the paper on us because it was funny
Q. Do you like having activities where you can take part?
Child A and Child C expressed that they enjoyed taking part in the lesson. Child B gave no response
Q: Do you enjoy working with your friends?
Child C: Yes, because they can help us
Child A: Yes, because we can help each other with our reading
Q: What were you learning in this photo?
Child A: To read the sentence
Child C: Reading the sentence and wearing paper
Q: If we did this RWI session again tomorrow, is there anything you would want us to change?
Child C: Keep it the same
Child A Yes, keep it the same
Child B:Same











Appendix 4
Transcribed Interview 2

Q. What did you learn during the lesson?
Child A: 5,4,3,2,1 counting. No response from child B or C
Q. What did you like best about being part of the lesson?
Child A: Being able to stand up
Child C: the stars
Q. Do you like having activities where you can take part?
Yes from all participants
Q: Do you enjoy working with your friends?
Child C: I don’t know
Child A: Yes. I want to be your friend.
Child B: no
Q: If we did this RWI session again tomorrow, is there anything you would want us to change?
All participants answered no
















Appendix 5
Lesson Plan 2

	Name of Trainee:
	
	Session ref:
	
	Date:
	
	Class:
	
	Cynllun Ffocws y Cyfnod Sylfaen

2d


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Targed(au) Hyfforddi Personol
	
	Number of learners:
	27
	Age:
	4/5
	

	
	

	Learning objectives/intentions: 
	Count reliably up to 10 objects/ order numbers 1-10/ count forwards and backwards
	Success Criteria
	* I can count down from 5. 
** I can count down from 10.
*** I can count down from different starting points.
	Meeting learners’ needs:
	

	Introduction/plenary tasks
	Main activities
	Resources/ 
Key Vocabulary
	Assessment for Learning (strategies and opportunities)


	Introduction
Mental warm up;
Choose from; 
Empty number line - children put it back together. 
Counting to 20 forwards and backwards 
Count in 2’s to 10
Point to a number what is one more?
Point to a number what is one less?
Prepositions on the number line 
Jar of objects - estimate how many are in the jar 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tx0rvuXIRg 
Months of the year song 
Shape song 

Input;
10 children to be given stars with number 1-10 written on them. Children are then to work as a class to put the numbers into the correct order. Once completed, the children will be asked to do this backwards (trainee to prompt learners but not to interfere) 

	Trainee focused task (purpose, outline of trainee’s role and children’s learning):  

Focus Task 1: Children to draw an alien by following instructions. E.g - your alien needs 13 ____, 8 _____ and 15 ______. Then the children need to label their alien saying 13 legs, 8 eyes and 15 arms. 

LL: count up to 10 objects
SS:
* I can count up to 5.
** I can count up to 10.
*** I can count up to 20.

MA: Have instructions that say ‘draw an alien that has 4 of a body part, 10 of a body part and 7 of a body part. 

AA: Give them instructions - I have 4 eyes. I have 3 arms. I have 6 legs. 

LA/NTE: Give them the instructions, I have 4 arms. I have 3 legs. I have 5 eyes. 

MAT: To have instructions that say ‘draw an alien that has 9 of a body part, 14 of a body part and 19 of a body part. They then need to label their alien using the phonic mat to help them. 
	Ipads
Number lines 
Numbered stars 
Green screen
morfp
	Think pair share
Phone a friend
Thumbs up/down 


	
	Additional adult tasks (purpose, outline of additional adults’ role and children’s learning):
Focus Task 2: Children to green screen their rocket taking off counting back from different numbers. 

LL: count backwards from a given number 
SS:
* I can count down from 5. 
** I can count down from 10.
*** I can count down from different starting points. 

MA: Countdown from 10. Do multiple takeoffs asking them to count down from different numbers within 10 e.g 8, 7, 5, 9. 

AA: Countdown from 10. 

LA/NTE: Countdown from 5. 

MAT: Children to count down from 20. Do multiple takeoffs asking them to count down from different numbers e.g. 16, 12, 8 but only record one countdown.

	
	

	Plenary
	Independent learning opportunities: 
	
	

	Curriculum coverage (range and skills)


	Literacy (LNF)
	Numeracy (LNF)
recite numbers up to 20, forwards and backwards, and from different starting points
count reliably up to 10 objects

	DCF
	Thinking
	ESDGC
	YCC



