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A critical evaluation comparing some of the key issues impacting on children’s lives in Wales and 

This essay will critically evaluate and compare key issues that affect children’s lives in Finland and Wales.  It will include comparison of pedagogical approaches within both countries and how these approaches help to understand and support children with their early experiences.  It will also look at how childhoods are different within the two countries for reason such as ethnicity, language and the rights that children have within Wales and Finland.

According to Law Wales (2016) the compulsory school starting in Wales is five years old, however in Wales children are able to attend a Nursery class within the local school from the term after they turn three (Newport City Council, 2018). Also within the education system in Wales, most six year olds have to take national tests to see how they are performing.  However in Finland children do not start school until they are seven years of age (Embassy of Finland, 2016; Lindeboom and Buiskool, 2013).  In Finland, children under the age of seven have a right by law to childcare.  This right is regardless of the parent’s employment or income.  Despite the fact that children in Finland go to school much older than those in Wales, Finland is consistently one of the highest performing countries in the world according to the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, 2012).  In Finland children only take one standardised test during the time that they are in primary and secondary education (Jackson, A, 2016).

In Wales a child’s play time during the course of a school day is scarce and according to Play Wales (2018) the opportunities for outdoor play are slowly declining and the only opportunities children have for play in their school day is at break time.  In Finland consider play to be and important and essential part of a child’s learning.  By law teachers must allow students a fifteen minute break for every forty five minutes of education (Jackson, 2016).  It is also suggested that a children may experience higher rates of anxiety when not getting enough play time.  This can have an effect on their mental health as they mature (Gillon, 2015).

Becoming a teacher in Finland is considered one of the most important professions.  Therefore to become a teacher an applicant has to have a high level of qualifications.  Approximately one in ten people that apply to teacher education programmes are accepted (Jackson, 2016).  In Wales a person wanting to become a teacher would need to complete a Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE).  In order to allowed to do this course the applicant must has a relevant degree of at least a 2:2 classification and have Mathmatics and English GCSE of minimum B grade (Cardiff Metropolitan University, 2018).  Previously the entry requirements were lower and in September 2013 the Welsh Government made the decision to increase the entry requirements (WalesOnline, 2012).  The reasoning behind these changes is to raise the standards of teachers in Wales and improve education for children.  

The Welsh Government is also in the process of completing  and bringing into effect a new curriculum for Wales which is expected to be implemented in schools by 2021 (BBC, 2017)  Wales as a country has embedded the regulations of the United Nations Convention of the Child (UNCRC) within it policies that relate to children and the new curriculum is no exception.  It will have a greater emphasis on preparing children for their futures. Helping them to build on their abilities to lean new information and skills.  Teachers will be allowed more freedom in the way that they teach.  The curriculum will have six Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE).  These are Expressive Arts, Health and Well-being, Humanities, Languages to include Welsh, Mathematics and Numeracy, and Science and Technology.  Digital competence will also play a prominent role across the curriculum (Welsh Government, 2018).

However in Finland they a different view on education, teachers and children are not monitored and bound by standardised tests and there is not an official system to evaluate and monitor their work.  Teachers are viewed as being experts and have to be qualified to a high level of competence before being allowed to teach.  They are encouraged to develop their personal development and have training once a year meaning that the teaching methods they use do not become dated.  All education in Finland is free from the education itself to the materials used, commuting and school dinners (Hundrend.org, 2016).

The core of the Finnish curriculum emphasis a child’s right to an individual and holistic education and focuses on the child playing an active role in their own learning.  The curriculum contains a basic overview of each subject to be taught however it allows the teacher freedom to decide for themselves how that subject will taught (Hundrend.org, 2016).

In Conclusion although the two countries have different approaches to how children are educated it is clear that the child’s is at the centre and that their well-being is an important factor when both countries look at policies that involves children.
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