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Introduction
Storytelling has significant benefits for the development of children from pre-birth onwards. During this early time in a child’s life, they experience rapid growth physically, emotionally, socially and cognitively. Experiencing and engaging in storytelling supports this development effectively as it also encourages language and communication skills as well as imagination and creativity. Storytelling is a vital part of a child's holistic development and is done so in a fun and engaging way. Language and literacy when introduced to young children is an important part of early language development and listening skills.
As technology has developed it has become a tool that most educators and settings use in everyday life to help children to learn new skills that will benefit them as they go through early years education and beyond. Digital literacy is evolving rapidly therefore children are being introduced to digital devices at an early age. Digital tools when used effectively can enhance a child’s development and further their digital skills as they develop into working adults.
Analysis of key practices observed during storytelling.
NAEYC (1998) wrote that the development of skills in reading and writing which are gained in the early years of a child’s life will help children to succeed in school therefore the development of literacy skills should be nurtured from an early age . By the time a child reaches early education they are likely to have experienced some form of digital technology therefore it is thought that children’s literacy development should involve a range of digital knowledge and skills (Maureen et al 2018). Encouraging the development of digital literacy skills is equally important in the modern world. According to Miller et al (2017) and Chang et al (2018), young children have more access to digital devices has increased significantly and rapidly. Recent studies show that 70-80% of young children under the age of 5 years in the United Kingdom are introduced to digital devices (Owens et al 1999). 
Throughout this section I will analyse and discuss the practices which were observed during the recordings made of my own storytelling. I chose to read The very hungry caterpillar by Eric Carl both traditionally and digitally. Firstly, while reading the story 

in the traditional way, I observed that my tone of voice during the story started off in a low tone and as the story developed the tone of my voice heightened and it showed excitement and enthusiasm as each page was turned. In one part of the story where the very hungry caterpillar gets a tummy ache from eating so much food I used a tone where my voice had more of a concerned tone showing the children that I felt concerned about the character in the story. As with the digital story I observed that I used the same tones with my voice as I was reading the same story to the children the only differences with the digital story were the format of how the pictures popped up on screen. The story itself did not have any differences on the digital device. 
Storytelling is a wonderful tool for nurturing a young child’s imagination as well as providing a form of comfort and bonding between the child and the parents or caregivers. Reading with your children from as early as birth has many benefits also the way you read is important for example, using a soft toned voice during a bedtime story can help soothe a child which can help with falling to sleep (Byers 2013). The tone of your voice while reading helps your baby to understand the different speech sounds, a crucial first step in learning to speak (raisingchildren.net.au 2023). Children who are regularly exposed to a range of stories show better developed vocabulary and more variety in language, according to studies (McGrath et al 2024).
Children are sensitive to our tone of voice during storytelling. Tone is important whether it is a low tone or a normal spoken tone as it emphasizes our emotions and feelings therefore an individual phrase or word can completely change a story as we use different tones. Depending on the tone and the emphasis a single sentence can have multiple meanings. When a child can feel the emotions or warmth in your voice they are able to feel more of a connection to the storyteller and the story (Ben 2012).
During both recordings of myself reading The very hungry caterpillar I observed how I used my fingers for pointing at the pictures in the story as I went through each page both in the traditional book and the digital device. As I read the story I used my finger to point at certain pictures in the story and spoke about the pictures that I pointed at asking the children questions or asking the children if they could see what I was 

showing them. Pointing in storytelling encourages the children to focus on the pictures in the story and can also help the children to feel involved in the storytelas questions are asked at the same time. Pointing at text or the images in a book during storytelling with children is an effective tool for enhancing a child’s language and literacy development. Pointing can help children to recognize letters, words and images which can help children begin to understand how words connect to images to create stories (Honchell and Schulz 2012). Children's involvement, understanding, and learning during storytelling are improved by visual clues, such as pointing, gestures, and pictures, according to studies. Children benefit from visual storytelling aids like picture book images and directional signals because they help them concentrate on important information, which improves understanding as well as helping them to remember and recall a story (Cohn 2019). 
In today's world, visual storytelling is common and considered easy to comprehend. Picture books offer children amusement and knowledge, and aids in the development of cognitive, language and literacy skills as well as having holistic benefits to the children. Picture books with narrative images are frequently a child’s first introduction to textual storytelling (Cohn 2019).
From birth until about age five, children learn by visual clues. When they are learning to read, young children rely more on visual cues than on words (Coper 2002). Children can improve their oral language skills by using visual aids. According to Stokes (2001), children are more likely to understand a book's content if it has illustrations to support the story being told. Pointing to words in a story teaches children that both words and pictures have meaning. children start to make connections between written and spoken words.
Lastly during my observations of myself reading The very hungry caterpillar both traditionally and digitally I observed what I did to capture my audience. How I presented both traditionally and digitally. Were the children able to see the book or the digital screen, how I presented the story and how differently I presented the story digitally and if it captured the children’s attention. One of the reasons why I chose to read The very hungry caterpillar is because each page is colourful, and the images stand out which I found to be captivating to the eye which would appeal to children as visuals are so important with younger children to help them to remain interested in a story. According to research, using visual appeal in storytelling has a number of important advantages, particularly in terms of audience engagement, emotional connection, and retention. Brain areas linked to memory and emotions, such as the hippocampus, is activated by visual storytelling (Telling 2024). Expressing feelings and producing an unforgettable experience are the primary objectives of visual storytelling, in addition to providing information. This is where visual storytelling has the ability to captivate the children’s imaginations and make an impact (Telling 2024). In addition to being more remembered and visually appealing, visual material also engages its audience more (El-Desousky 2020). 
For children's cognitive and emotional development, it is crucial to hold their interest while they are being told stories. Focus while storytelling promotes critical thinking skills, memory improvement, and language development, all of which are essential for early learning. Children who are engaged in a story learn to maintain focus, which improves their attention span in general (Telling 2024). Providing a comfortable environment for the children before beginning a story helps the children to relax and feel comfortable therefore if the children are comfortable they are able to remain focused and interested in the story.
A number of  educators, researchers, and storytellers support the idea that storytelling has a positive impact on the development of early reading writing and language development. (Cooper, Collins, and Saxby, 1992), (Glazer & Burke, 1994), (Mallan, 1991) and (Jennings, 1991). According to Dyson & Hall (1987) storytelling is an effective building block to help children learn oracy as well as literacy skills. Children's oracy, reading, and writing skills can be greatly developed by both traditional and digital storytelling. Oral or digital storytelling exposes children to many linguistic situations, supports the development of their narrative skills, and introduces them to language structure which are essential components of literacy. 
Children's learning and future academic success depend heavily on the development of early literacy skills (Bennett 2002). Research shows that children’s phonological skills and oracy skills make up the foundation of early reading development (Rohde 2015). Therefore, if young children who have the opportunity to develop their language skills from an early age then have the basis for learning to read and write when they begin early years education which will have a positive impact on their future learning. Storytelling has always been one of the most popular ways that people pass down information from one generation to the next. Probably one of the earliest teaching methods was the use of stories. Storytelling can awaken the children’s curiosity and help them to make their own connections between the story and their own lives (Bietti, Tilston, and Bangerter 2019).
It is also important to note that, assuming that children are naturally drawn to stories, they are becoming increasingly involved in storytelling interactions across a variety of media platforms (Sintonen, Kumpulainen, and Vartiainen 2018). According to Robin (2016), digital storytelling blends traditional methods of storytelling with a variety of digital media, such as images and videos. One of the most effective ways to help children develop their digital literacy is through digital storytelling. Children interact directly with technology through the development and sharing of digital stories, which improves their understanding of digital media and improves their skills for effective interaction in the digital age.
According to research, children's literacy skills, particularly those related to reading comprehension, writing fluency, and critical thinking, can be greatly enhanced by digital storytelling. Children are given an interesting, multimedia approach to storytelling through the method, which combines traditional reading abilities with digital competencies. This promotes creativity and improves children's ability to express ideas in a variety of formats by encouraging them to practise many forms of communication through the combination of text, images, audio, and occasionally video. While traditional storytelling has its own power, we would be naive if we did not also highlight the advantages of digital storytelling, which is the technique of conveying a story utilising multimedia resource. A digital story can be as basic as telling a story over a single image or as advanced as a film with sound and visual effects. Letting children use technology to tell stories can spark their creativity, encourage them to create content, and help them build the literacy skills they will need in the twenty-first century (Yazdian & Cohen 2023).
Conclusion. 
In conclusion, young children can benefit from both traditional and digital storytelling in different ways. Traditional storytelling is firmly supported in cultural and educational ties and involves both verbal storytelling and physical engagement. By allowing children to visualise stories and interact with storytellers in a face-to-face, intimate setting, it develops their creativity, language abilities, and emotional intelligence. Because children can interact with stories without being distracted by technology, this type of storytelling also improves listening comprehension and attention span. As digital technology plays a large part in our lives today it is also beneficial that children have the opportunity to engage and develop their digital skills. On reflection of my recordings, I personally prefer to read to the children in the traditional way. Reading from a book where I am directly sitting with the children felt more comfortable for myself and I feel I can capture the children’s attention and keep them more engaged in the story from a book rather than sitting by a digital screen clicking buttons and waiting for the next part of the story to appear.
Declaration. I used Microsoft words editor tool to check for grammar and spelling mistakes in my written assignment. 
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