Speaker notes:
Slide 1: Environmental stewardship
With a focus on attaining both ecological and social benefits through a variety of context-specific behaviours, environmental stewardship is a complex term that involves the care, protection, and sustainable use of the environment from numerous areas. (GOLDEN, A.S., ARLIDGE, W.N.S., CRANDALL, C., EHRLICH, E., DEN HEUVEL, L., KLEFOTH, T., KOCHALSKI, S., LORENZEN, K., SBRAGAGLIA, V., SKOV, C., VENTURELLI, P., ARLINGHAUS, R. and SHEPHARD, S., 2025)
The annual Glastonbury Festival, which takes place at Worthy Farm in England, is well known for its commitment to sustainability. The festival proudly declared in 2023 that all its power requirements were satisfied by fuels and renewable energy, doing away with the need for fossil fuels. Glastonbury's eco journey, which has prioritised environmental respect from its founding in 1970, reached a major turning point with this accomplishment. (Derrick, 2024)
Event planners and brand managers agree that sustainability is becoming more and more important in marketing and event management. The way events are organised and carried out is changing dramatically in a time when environmental awareness is at the top of corporate and public priorities. Adopting sustainability is now a strategic decision that may improve brand impression, attendee experience, and environmental effect in addition to being morally right. (Gaye, 2023)
Slide 2: waste management and recycling systems
The area surrounding Worthy Farm hosts more than 200,000 people over the course of five days at the end of June, and it has the potential to generate over 2,000 tonnes of rubbish. to put this into perspective, this is equivalent to a city’s scale of waste. Only a short stroll from the Pyramid Stage is the Festival's on-site recycling centre, where all of this waste this is processed. (Glastonbury Festivals, 2019)
Glastonbury made a sustainable move in 2019 by outlawing single-use plastic bottles. Millions of plastic products have been kept out of landfills thanks to this action alone. The festival has gone one step further by outlawing disposable vapes and adopting compostable crisp packets. All of this is a part of their "Love the Farm, Leave No Trace" mission. (Binit Group Ltd, 2024)
Throughout event management, recycling in the correct way is crucial, especially when greeting over 200,000 people. For Glastonbury, this is where Critical Waste UK come in. Critical Waste is a sustainable waste management company that specialises in clearing up and recycling at events and festivals while offering sustainable waste solutions that can grow and evolve with each event. Since 2008 the company has handled the rubbish during the Glastonbury Festival. Each of the three bin types—food and compostables, bottles and cans, and general waste—is collected and brought back to the on-site recycling centre in addition to the litter-picking crews that are responsible for cleaning and scanning the fields. The hundreds of tonnes of rubbish at the facility and on the festival site are manually sorted by more than 1,300 volunteers and employees before being sent off to be recycled. (Glasto Fest Feed, 2024)
Glastonbury reimagines rather than merely recycling. The event has created stages out of recycled materials, transforming potentially wasteful materials into artistic creations, which is something that could improve sustainability and the engagement that surrounds the importance of this innovative initiative. Stepping up these measures and inspiring other events to do the same is a crucial factor to planning this event in the future, especially in aiding its legacy (Binit Group Ltd, 2024)
Slide 3: Renewable energy and energy efficiency
Throughout the festival in 2023, all production areas were either powered by solar PV and battery hybrid systems or electricity from less harmful, fossil fuel-free sources. Every generator on the 900-acre festival site, including those that run the famous Pyramid Stage, ran on renewable, sustainable HVO fuel made from leftover cooking oil and palm oil. Prior to the milestone in 2023, Glastonbury claimed that this contributed to a 90% reduction in lifecycle CO2e emissions.
Aswell as this, in order to supply clean, sustainable power to a few market stalls, the festival has built a temporary wind turbine on Williams Green. The anaerobic biogas plant and solar power plant at the festival supply clean energy for the Farm and Festival offices. (Derrick, 2024)
By completely cutting out fossil fuel use, Glastonbury festival opens doors to new ideas for creating energy sources that emit minimal to no impact. Implementing the importance for this throughout the events future planning will continue the positive statistics surrounding this previous issue, which plays a huge part in the festival's legacy.
Slide 4: water use reduction and sustainable facilities
In 2025, Bristol Water's free Water Bar returned to the Glastonbury Festival, offering 6,000 gallons of free drinking water to participants. By minimising waste and promoting sustainable water use, the Water Bar supports the famous festival's prohibition on single-use plastic bottles. Glastonbury continues to be one of the world's most ecologically conscious festivals thanks to this backing. 
Throughout the five days of the festival at Worthy Farm, Bristol Water's Engagement Team staffed the Water Bar and served attendees. the water bar is constantly manned by staff, meaning that this is not a self-serve system. By filling reusable bottles and biodegradable cups for attendees, the water given out is the amount of water that is needed, reducing water waste and the potential for unnecessary over-consumption. (IT Admin, 2025)
The United Nations global sustainability goal 6 go hand-in-hand with glastonburys water waste reduction and sustainable sanitation facilities. The goal aims to provide universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all by 2030. Glastonbury Festivals actions towards this goal, such as banning single use bottled water, implementing measures to reduce water waste, and advancing sustainable sanitation supports the United Nations goal for safe and easily accessible drinking water for attendees. (United Nations, 2025)

Slide 5: sustainable travel for attendees
The Bike To Glasto program supports bikers by offering free, safe bike lock-ups and a bike-only campsite with showers. With drop-off locations around Somerset and even West London, Bike To Glasto provides luggage transport services for a nominal cost for added convenience. 
For attendees travelling by train, there is a free shuttle bus that runs between the Castle Cary station and the festival venue. Please be aware that luggage trolleys are not allowed on this shuttle, and entry requires a valid festival ticket. (Robinson, 2025)
Pushing these modes of transport by providing additional privileges for attendees is a strategic move into encouraging more people to use environmentally friendly transport. Similar campaigns such as the “I came by train” campaign lists famous celebrities who are performing at the festival and are travelling by train, in an attempt to persuade people that travelling to Glastonbury by train is the option that is kindest to the planet. In the future, campaigns could be brought forward featuring famous and relevant influencers from social media as a way to engage more efficiently with the younger generation, so these initiatives surrounding sustainability are instilled from the start. 
Slide 6: Promoting cultural identity through event programming
The feeling of belonging to a specific culture or group that is influenced by common customs, beliefs, language, and behaviours is known as cultural identity. Festivals serve as venues for the celebration, preservation, and dissemination of cultural heritage and are colourful manifestations of cultural identity. By strengthening ties within the community, upholding customs, educating the next generation, and elevating awareness of world cultures, the Glastonbury festival serves a vital role in advancing cultural identity through the planning of the event. (Scientia Educare, 2025)
Slide 7: Examples of Glastonbury that celebrate cultural diversity responsibly
Glastonbury are immensely proud of the increasingly varied and representative selection of music and contemporary performing arts that Glastonbury has provided over the Festival's 54-year history. Additionally, everyone who works for or attends Glastonbury Festival is supposed to "treat the fields and the people in them with kindness and respect" according to the Worthy Pledge, which all ticket holders and employees must honour. Discrimination of any kind, including that based on race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, heritage, or religion is not accepted. The Festival actively integrates diversity and inclusion into everything they do. (Digital, n.d.)
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