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This report will be talking about the importance of safeguarding policies and procedures. It will also list two high profile cases of failure to safeguard from the last 20 years, which will include talking about failing Victoria Climbie and Peter Connelly through the services which completely shocked the whole country, which had resulted in death for them both at such a young age. These 2 cases that are extremely upsetting and they were failed by the system. Also, how children safeguarding has  changed over time. This report will also talk about the six safeguarding principles and how they can help in a variety of ways, and the polices and acts which have come into place over the last ten years. 
What is safeguarding? Well safeguarding is protecting someone from physical abuse, emotion abuse harm and protect the health and wellbeing of a child or an adult. “Safeguarding can mean several different things: Protecting children from abuse and maltreatment, now this can be from anyone, not just their parents but from anyone who could be abusing them. Even their peers” (Chaffe, 2023). In accordance to the Department of Education, (2018) children who need help and protection deserve high-level quality and efficient support soon as a concern has arisen. Within safeguarding the Department of Education, (2018) state that when making decisions they should be taking a child centred approach which means keeping the child the main focus. “A child may be safeguarded and protected under the Children Act 1989 until their 18th” (NHS, 2019).
birthday.
Munro, (2011) talks about the review of child protection in England and states recommendations that could make major improvements moving forward. “Recommendation 11: The Social Work Reform Board’s Professional Capabilities Framework should incorporate capabilities necessary for child and family social work. This framework should explicitly inform social work qualification training, postgraduate professional development and performance appraisal”. (Munro, 2011)
Next will be about the polices within children safeguarding and what they are. Johnson, (2019) states that the equality act 2010 means that equal and fair treatment should be given to everyone as it’s the right to fairly and equally treat one another. Johnson, (2019) talks about the children and family care act which ensures that there is protection available for vulnerable children. UNICEF, (2019) The UN convention on the rights of a child, which includes 54 articles based on aspects of a child’s life in which adults should work together to ensure high quality of life for a child. “Human rights within the United Kingdom are protected by the Human Rights Act 1998, which means that if an individual believes that their human rights have been breached, they can take action against this in a court of law” (Johnson, 2019). According to the Department for Education, (2022) staff should be responsible for the safeguarding and welfare of a child while in their company, also all staff should make their decisions based of the best interests of the child. According to Department of Education, (2018) talks about working together to prevent children from maltreatment, this act came into place after the death of Victoria Climbe as there was lack of communication and it will to help prevent failure in safeguarding like they did before. According to Legislation.gov.uk, (2017), the children and social work act 2017 was put in place for to act in the best interests and mental health wellbeing of a child. Also, the children and social work act 2017 www.local.gov.uk, (2023) states that the principles are to promote health and wellbeing, helping to improve support for children being looked after and care leavers, this legislation makes sure that the courts decide on an action plan based on the placement of a child following this act is taken into consideration.
NSPCC, (2022) states facts about the children act 2004, which is made to create partnership between agencies which leads to creating more accountability by giving duties to the local authorities and agencies to cooperate in safeguarding and wellbeing of children being implemented throughout the children act 2004.  According to the NSPCC, (2022) the procedure within safeguarding is to consider when thinking about the safety of a child should respond to concerns of a child, storing child protection records when a concern is raised about the welfare or safety is important that relevant information is documented and stored correctly.
Rushton, (2020) states that the children and families act 2014 is to ensure that children in care get more rights, this legislation protects children who are at risk. Rushton, (2020) also states that children are the main focus of the law to protect children. 
Continuing with safeguarding principles. In accordance with the OPG (2017) there are six safeguarding principles that should be met to provide a high standard of safeguarding for children.
According to OPG (2017), Empowerment to ensure that an individual is feeling well supported and comfortable in making decisions off their own accord and being able to give informed consent. OPG (2017) stated that protection is very important as it is a basic human right to be able to live in a secure atmosphere from the negatives: abuse and harm. Its everyone’s job to be able to keep someone or something safe. Especially vulnerable child and adults as it can ensure better value of life and less risks of harm and abuse happening.
According to the OPG (2017) talks about prevention. As stated from the OPG (2017), Prevent it before it happens! Prevent abuse before it happens to reduce bigger risk circumstances. Know the signs of abuse or harm weather it maybe emotional or physically don’t let it go unnoticed. Awareness for safeguarding prevention training should be crucial OPG (2017). In accordance with to the OPG (2017), proportionality is to make sure that what they do is appropriate for the correct situation for everyone which suits their needs. Continuing with the six principles of safeguarding, OPG (2017) also states that partnership is one of the six principles, and they have to make sure that when sharing data or personal information it is shared in the correct way to ensure that breaches don’t happen. The final one of the six principles from OPG (2017) is accountability by ensuring that all agencies have a clear role to be accountable for. (Office of the Public Guardian (OPG), 2017)
Victoria was a victim of neglect and abuse which resulted in death. Victoria loved to sing and dance, and her smile lit up a room. In 1998 she was 6 years old, and her great aunt Marie came down for a visit. The great aunt gave the family a proposal to take one of the 7 children to France to give one of the children a better chance at life and education which may have not been available. The Mother and family chose Victoria to go to France for a better education. The great Aunt gave her a passport which did not have her name on it had a girl called anna and she was told to call the Aunt Mother.
House of Commons, (2003) spoke about the death of Victoria Climbe who was aged 8 years old had died in the hospital of St Marys Hospital Paddington on the 25th of February 2000. House of Commons, (2003) stated that her death had led from months of abuse and abandonment from her great aunt and her great aunt’s partner. In accordance with Lindon, J. (2016) it is stated that every child has rights one of them being the right to provision for welfare and protection from harm however, that was not the case for Victoria as according to House of Commons (2003) it was stated that the Childrens Act 1989 was not being implemented in the way it is supposed to do so, yet the Childrens Act is supposed to keep children safe and is about promoting welfare and the wellbeing of a child, however it was within section 17 and 47 (relating respectively and child in need of protection) was not implemented in Victoria’s case she was a victim of neglect and abuse and wasn’t protected the way she needed to be. 
Following the death of Miss Climbe in accordance with HM Treasury, (2003) the every child matter act was launched in 2003 which was made to end the disjointed services as they had previously failed Victoria and it is aimed to help achieve better outcomes for children. Phillimore, (2015) states that The Children Act which has been in operation for several years now, has now been able to help several children being looked after within the local authorities.
Moving onto Peter Connelly. According to Sellgren, (2010) Peter Connelly was only 17 months old when he had died after seeing a doctor 48 hours earlier who had failed to see and report Peters injuries. Sellgren, (2010), stated that the agencies had failed Peter there were multiple failings within Peters case. In accordance with BBC News, (2013) Peter Connelly was taken to hospital on numerous occasions with injuries, and had been seen by social workers, metropolitan police and health professionals. BBC News, (2013) stated that they had still failed and had missed vital signs which could of prevented him from dying. According to McNicoll, (2017) Peters death could have been prevented, some of the services had tried to help but ended up with total lack of communication which led to failing baby p. McNicoll, (2017) states that although there were mistakes made between the services the main focus was on the social worker as the communication on there behalf lacked poorly.in accordance to McNicoll, (2017), the social workers that had worked on the cases made a load of mistakes which had resulted in misconduct, they failed to keep on top of the records on baby P. according to Sellgren, (2010), states that after the death of baby p, talks about the case containing lessons for the whole country, following the death of Peter Connelly Sellgren, (2010) states that the Haringey’s children safeguarding had made improvements in the services. 
In conclusion to safeguarding polices and procedures, since the two high profile cases had been seriously failed by the system, a lot more safeguarding acts have been put in place to ensure staff in the services and agencies are doing their job through the correct training. In today’s life a lot less cases go unnoticed through missed communication. The acts that have now come into place within the past 10 years have improved across the country. There’s a lot more services and resources that can help with child protection and work together cooperating information that is necessary. With that being said safeguarding is one of most important polices and following the six principles of safeguarding can help to prevent younger children and youths from experiencing abuse, neglect and harm. 
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