Danielle Sleep 
Individual Practice Evaluation 

For my individual practice module I had to choose one short story out of 8 as a starting point for a theme that would develop into an individual body of work and a final idea that would be exhibited. The story I decided to choose was ‘Lamb to the Slaughter’ by Roald Dahl, which lead into the main context of my work, the strained relationship between a couple. 
When developing ideas I also thought of other things that could spiral off the idea of a strained relationship such as divorce, loneliness, loss and no longer feeling ‘complete’. To do this I gathered some research to find inspiration as well as documenting real life relationships such as my grandparents who I would use as models. 
‘Tarnation’, 2003 film by Jonathan Caouette 
My first piece of research I looked into was a film by Jonathan Caouette which consisted of 20 years of footage such as videotapes and photographs, documenting his relationship with his mentally ill mother. The film linked to my initial ideas for example documenting real life relationships through photography in a highly personal way, such as the subject of the story being his mother. The film also supported my ideas of a relationship depicted in a darker light, for example Caouette’s rocky relationship with his mentally ill mother, breaking the norm of what we usually see in photographs and videos of our family which are happy memories. 
‘Lamb to the Slaughter’, book by Roald Dahl

My next piece of research that influenced my practical and conceptual development was a book by Roald Dahl. This piece of research was key to my theme of the work and highly influenced the context of what I wanted to produce. What I found from this story as a whole was the strained relationship between a married couple which particularly interested me, for example seeing a relationship in a much darker light, a more harsh reality rather than the predictable idea of a glossy, happy relationship. 

‘Recollected Memories’, Jackson Patterson 
My last piece of research that inspired my project was the works of Jackson Patterson, particularly his ‘Recollected Memories’ collection. Patterson’s work includes photographs he has taken combined with images from his family’s archives in a collage style way. His images and contexts are similar to my work for example in one of my photos I have used a chair owned by my grandparents from the 1960s and placed it in a field which was meant to signify loss (the single chair)  and the location (signifying loneliness)  and also a sense of sentimentality. 
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Jackson Patterson, ‘Recollected Memories’ 
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My photograph 

Final idea 
This is was final outcome for the exhibition. The first image is about a married woman who, although is in a married relationship, feels lonely, neglected mentally and is getting no attention, sitting on the edge of the bed by herself in the middle of the night while her husband is fast asleep. The second image is another of my nan whose silhouette is behind glass, depicting that in the relationship she feels she is left in the dark. The models I have used are my grandparents because I wanted to include a personal and realistic aspect to my work that supported the overall context. I also considered the colour of my photographs for example they are in black and white to compliment the dark theme and context. The photos could have come out a bit better however I am fairly pleased with what I have produced. 
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