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Targets from my previous assignment

	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	Aim to read more widely around your subject area drawing on credible and most up-to-date methods.


	Throughout writing this assignment have I researched sources that were more up-to-date and made sure that I was using the most recent editions. I also aimed to include more references than my previous assignment, which I feel I have achieved.

	Continue to develop your critical engagement with texts by synthesising theory from different sources to support your decisions.


	Whilst this was more challenging to achieve in this assignment I aimed to write a contesting view to my own where applicable. 

	Aim to develop your academic writing. Use the Manchester Academic phrasebank to support this. 


	I did some reading into Academic writing and have tried to improve my writing style throughout.






Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.

In this assignment I will be looking at my placement school and related data to find out more about how the school can use the local area to support children’s learning. I will look at what surrounds the school and the community both in and outside the school. By doing this I can then make some recommendations for how to engage children’s families and the local community with events happening in the school to best benefit the children and their learning.
To remain anonymous in this assignment I will be referring to my school as School X as per the BERA Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research. (BERA, 2024). An important aspect of children’s learning is their school environment as it has a major impact on the way they learn and their experiences. The school I will be researching is situated in Carmarthenshire, it is an English-medium primary school. Looking at the school prospectus (School X, 2024) there are 450 pupils in the school at the start of 2024. They have 15 single age classes which start at age 3 through to age 11. Out of the 450 pupils 5% of the children in the school come from Welsh speaking homes and 8.44% of the children have EAL (English as an Additional Language). In 2024, 5% of children in the school also have ALN (Additional Learning Needs). The school mission statement is “Be All You Can Be”, they strive for all children to feel supported in not just their learning but in all aspects of their life. The school aims to provide equal opportunities for everyone, ensuring that families with EAL are supported and given equal opportunities. They also aim to provide equal opportunities for all children; to reach their full potential in a welcoming and nurturing environment. 
To have an understanding of School X’s data I looked at the website My Local School. Reviewing the data for 2024 in School X the pupil to teacher ratio is 24.7, when looking at the data for 2018 the pupil to teacher ratio is 25.5 (My Local School, 2024). The data states that the lower the number the more teachers in the school per pupil. This means that over six years there are now more teachers per child in the school, this can provide more focussed care. When considering how the school can use the local area to support learning, I looked at StreetCheck which is a website that provides an outlook of the whole area surrounding the school. Looking at the housing data there are more detached houses in the surrounding area than any other type of housing. Most of these houses are owned or owned with a mortgage, this suggests that the area may be wealthy. (StreetCheck, 2024). Having a school in a more affluent area can provide children with more opportunities as there could be various community activities to take part in. 
To have a deeper understanding of what goes on inside the school from an outside perspective I have looked at the most recent Estyn report. Estyn (2018) state the school have various off-site visits to different attractions in the community, based on the pupils' suggestions. This provides the children with an opportunity to make suggestions and decisions for where they want to learn. To best support the children’s learning the teachers ensure the trips are relevant to their current topics, to enhance the children’s learning. Within the report there is an example of a trip where the children went to a local chocolate factory and made their own chocolates and then sold them in the school, this supported the children across various areas of the curriculum. 
On the school website there are various documents that give an insight of school policies, and what they have in place to support the children with various aspects of their care and learning. “The Pupil Deprivation Grant (PDG) is allocated to schools with pupils who come from low-income families.” (School X, 2024). School X has used the PDG to fund various aspects and activities in the school. For example, working with the community and other schools in the area to learn from others, this supports the children’s learning in a wider and more holistic approach.
When supporting children’s learning it is important that schools work with the local community and make use of the facilities and the people in the community. This can be done by visiting areas and inviting members of the community such as community police officers to come and talk to the children about how they work to support the community. It is also important to involve the children’s families in the children’s learning. This can support the children’s learning by sharing ideas and supporting each other with their practices. To support each other with their practices they can discuss ideas, and advice that works for them. It also can support the families with getting involved with the school and influencing decisions and ideas to support the school. According to Thomas and Lewis (2016, p.24) the Welsh Government is aiming for schools to provide opportunities for families to get more involved in the school to best support their children’s learning by working together and providing better practice. One major issue that the UK faces is poverty which has a direct impact on children, schools and community engagement. Smith (2018) states that schools have been increasing their diversity and aiming to be more inclusive. To ensure inclusivity in schools it is important to work with the community and learn from the people in the community. FaCE (Family and Community Engagement) is Welsh Government guidance, Resource 3 (Welsh Government, 2015) is all about reaching all families in the community and working together to best support the children’s learning. Within the document is a section of those who tend to be under-represented and who tend to find it difficult to engage with the school. There are also a few examples of which barriers those groups may be facing. By understanding who struggles to engage and why they struggle you can create an environment that supports them. The document also provides 20 ideas to increase inclusivity, some of them being ask, put yourself in their shoes, provide more opportunities.  
A project that is funded by the Welsh Government and led by Children in Wales is, Parents Connect Wales. According to Children in Wales (2024), Parents Connect Wales’ main focus is empowering parents' voices to promote their children’s rights. The resource has tips and guidance and information on new projects that can further support them. When working with parents and carers to support children’s learning it is important to listen to any concerns and ideas regarding their children’s rights, safety and learning. Parents Connect Wales supports this by providing a hub for all parents to use. 
[bookmark: _Int_9DX1guoR]To ensure families are engaging with the school it is important to communicate with them and find out how you can best support them. For families living in poverty, they may be struggling with transport to school or could be struggling with providing necessities for their children. By communicating with the families, the school could refer them to local food banks and support groups. It is also important for the school to engage with all parents by finding out more about them and what they would like in the school. This can be done with a parent teacher association (PTA) or friends of the school. School X has a friends of the school Facebook page, this page is run by the families of the school and is where the parents and families can discuss school events and have a direct involvement with the school (Friends of School X, 2024). This can support all families with their school engagement as they can raise concerns and ideas. It is also a place where families can post anonymously to raise concerns or queries in a neutral environment.
Community engagement is crucial for supporting children with their learning. It is important that the children know what they have in the local area. To support this, you can take children out of school and use the local facilities to support their learning. One beneficial way to support children’s learning and engagement with the community is forest school. There are a number of forest schools surrounding School X that children can visit. According to National Resources Wales (2015, p.2) “Forest School is an inspirational process”. Forest School provides the opportunity to partake in learning outside of the classroom and explore new woodland environments. The Forest School areas can be used by all children and staff from the school. Forest School benefits the community engagement as children are learning about how to care for their local environment which they can then use this knowledge in their life to benefit their community. 
School X also has an Eco-Council as part of Eco-Schools. Eco-Schools is a pupil-led programme that aims for children to have an impact on the environment. (Eco-Schools, 2024). School X’s Eco-Council has worked with the local community and different businesses, associations and clubs to get involved with having an impact on the environment. School X won the Platinum Award in the Summer 2012 term and then went on to receive it for the following two years. They also achieved the Green Flag award meaning they met the criteria of an environmentally friendly school. (School X, 2024).
To engage the community with activities in the school it is important they know what is going on in the school and what they can do to support it. For example, as School X have received the green flag award, they could host a community day where they can plant flowers, trees, and fruit and vegetables in school. The Eco-Council could then care for these plants. When they are grown, they could open up the school to the local community and sell the flowers and fruit and vegetables that they have grown. This supports community engagement as it lets the local community know what their local school have been doing to benefit the environment. It also teaches children more about the environment and entrepreneurial skills. This could also be an opportunity to involve the children’s families by giving them a choice to donate plants to the school to grow and then sell/donate. To involve the community even more, they could invite local businesses to attend and display their products. 
It is important that when considering an event such as this that you also consider that for some people it may be difficult to attend due to costs and availability. This could be when the friends of the school/PTA communicate with the families and local community to figure out how to plan an event that will benefit all involved. This should be done in a sensitive manner without attention being drawn to any families in need. To overcome this the school could provide each family with a voucher for a free product being sold. 
To conclude it is crucial for the school to work with their children, families and community to support the children’s learning. When supporting parents and families engagement with the school it is important to consider aspects of their personal lives that may become a barrier and could be the reason for a lack of engagement. It is also crucial that you involve the local community in children’s learning, this can be done by visiting areas within the local community such as parks, forest schools and businesses. It is also important that when holding events in the school that impact families and the local community that they are involved and have the opportunity to contribute with ideas and decisions. 










Reference List
Smith, E. (2018) Key issues in education and social justice. 2nd edn. London: SAGE.
Thomas, A. and Lewis, A. (2016) An introduction to the foundation phase: early years curriculum in Wales. London: Bloomsbury Academic.
BERA (2024) Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research. 5th edn. Available at: https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online (Accessed 13th Dec 2024).
Children in Wales (2024) Introducing the Parents Connect Wales Hub: The Ultimate Resource for Parents in Wales. Available at: https://www.gov.wales/family-and-community-engagement-toolkit-welcoming-families-engage-school (Accessed: 29th Dec 2024). 
Eco-Schools (2024) What is Eco-Schools? Available at: https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/about/what-is-eco-schools/ (Accessed 31st Dec 2024). 
Estyn (2018) Inspection report School X. Available at <REMOVED> (Accessed: 16th Dec 2024). 
Friends of School X (2024) [Facebook]. Available at: <REMOVED> (Accessed 31st Dec 2024). 
My Local School (2024) Sharing Information about Local Schools. Available at <REMOVED> (Accessed: 13th Dec 2024). 
Natural Resources Wales (2015) A guide to Forest School in Wales. Available at: https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/media/696065/guide-to-forest-school-booklet-eng-final.pdf (Accessed 31st Dec 2024). 
School X (2024) PDG Statement 2023/24. Available at <REMOVED> (Accessed: 12th Dec 2024). 
School X (2024) Prospectus. Available at <REMOVED> (Accessed: 15th Dec 2024).
School X (2024) School Councils. Available at <REMOVED> (Accessed: 31st Dec 2024). 
StreetCheck (2024) Find local information. Available at <REMOVED> (Accessed: 15th Dec 2024). 
Welsh Government (2015) Family and community engagement toolkit: welcoming families to engage with the school. Available at https://www.gov.wales/family-and-community-engagement-toolkit-welcoming-families-engage-school (Accessed: 29th Dec 2024).




image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




