










The Importance of ‘Policing by Consent’ and the Impact it has upon a Modern-day Police Service.
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[bookmark: _Toc118997354]Introduction 
Police are important members of society who ensure the safety of people and overall society.  Police are instrumental in maintaining the law and order in the city and enabling justice in the process. They ensure that the norms and values of the society are maintained and people live in peace rather than in chaos. In this process of safeguarding people, there are ethics that needs to be maintained by the police to ensure they safeguard within the boundary of their rights and do not harm people with their associate privilege. In this study, the concept of policing by consent will be provided which will be further illustrated by the principles of peelian and finally their impact on the modern-day police service.   
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[bookmark: _Toc118997356]The concept regarding Policing by consent
The police force of the UK is grounded in the principle of policing by consent and is an important part of society. They are the public servants who are given the responsibility of managing the people and ensuring the safety of the people only by the approval of the people. Before taking any the police of the UK have to take consent from the people to take any action (london.gov.uk, 2022). The police force of the UK believes that the people are the main stakeholders of society and to take any action, their consent is necessary and then ensure the safety of the people. It is the duty of the police to build strong relationships with the community and build trust to ensure efficiency in maintaining peace in the community and ensuring better safety for the people. Policing by consent has changed due to the pandemic as the outbreak of Covid-19 has stretched the definition of the concept which means the police have to perform numerous rules and regulations and take up greater responsibility to ensure the safety of the people and also maintain the impact of the virus to a lower level. 68% agreed to the new law and gave their consent to the police to manage the spread of the virus and keep it under check to ensure that the people in the UK are safe and their actions are in accordance with the general public (london.gov.uk, 2022). 
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Policing by consent is formed by the nine rules, established by Robert Peel in 1829. These principles were established to enforce the law that is aligned with the consent of the people. The people are the main stakeholders of the state, and the state to maintain legitimacy and power can be enforced by the army but to maintain law and order fairly the police have to take consent from the public to enact and take necessary action in society. In the Peelian principle, the general public is the most important part of the law and it is the duty of the police to introduce the law with the consent of the general public which will make the law more holistic and ensure a better relationship between the police and the greater society (gov.uk, 2022). The principle states that police should reduce the use of violence and ensure a more proactive process that involves the common mass to ensure a better solution to the issues in society and also bring more homogeneity and peace to society. This will increase public awareness in society and also increase the general responsibility of people to maintain social order in society and ensure that the law is upheld and it is used properly. This reduces the burden of the police to manage the general public and increases their efficiency in solving issues in society and building a better society with a strong relationship between the police and society. This also helps to build trust in people about the police and their ways of taking action in society and how they implement the law that is for the greater good of the people in the UK (Shannon, 2021). The principal further added that police have to keep the public in line before issuing any law and ask for their advice; this will help the state to maintain authority over the common mass.
[bookmark: _Toc118997358]Importance of Policing by consent 
Policing by consent has important in the society of the UK as it provides a base for the police to act on the behalf of the people and ensure that the common mass is safe and actions undertaken by them are aligned with the advice of the general public. The law is important as it makes the police aware of their duty and also of the responsibility they have towards society and their involvement to take necessary action to mitigate the issues and challenges in society (Wong et al. 2020). The law prevents crime and disorder, not with the action of the military but as per the legal requirements of the state. The law is made for the police to understand the dynamics of society and act accordingly. While performing or carrying out legal action the police have to take the consent of the people for taking any action to maintain a public image and reputation and also manage public behaviour (Coster, 2022). The police have to seek the cooperation of the public before conducting the action and secure the public will on the actions that are to be taken by the police. The police have to maintain friendships with the general mass to ensure fair judgement to the people irrespective of their wealth and social status and the police have to uphold the law and provide impartial service to the law. It is the duty of the police to make sure that the law is independent. The police need to use the minimum amount of physical force to maintain order in society and secure public opinion on the matter and their trust in the police. The police and the public need to work together to maintain the safety of the masses in the society. The law allows the police and the public to work together and increases the sustainability of the law and promotes the law for better integration in society. 
[bookmark: _Toc118997359]Impact on the modern-day police service 
The law of policing by consent has a huge impact on the modern police of the UK. It provides a platform for the police to act cautiously and take public consent to mitigate the larger issues of society. The law has provided a subjective approach to understanding the public and their actions toward society (Farrow, 2021). The law aims to study the behavioral patterns of people in the UK and their ways of viewing incidents which allow the police to work by keeping their image intact and then taking necessary actions. It increases the responsibility of the people, especially after the pandemic which widened the definition of the law and allowed the police to take necessary measures to ensure the safety of the people which was supported by the maximum number of people living in the UK. This shows the law helps in building trust with the people and ensures that the actions taken up by the police are assured by the public and support the law. The pandemic was perfect where the state maintained legitimacy but with the consent of the people and was able to put a check on the spread of the virus in society (Olisa, 2021). In modern times, it restricts police from moral policing and puts fair judgement on the people without affecting their privacy. It helps the modern police to identify their area of boundary and also maintain social order in society. 
It was also seen during the riots in the UK where the prime minister of the UK put the trust in the police to ease the pressure of the riots and also avoided bringing the military to take action to mitigate the issue. The riots were stopped by the mutual consent of the people. This showcases the principles of democracies and how the government of the UK, even in the crisis, was able to maintain the principle of democracies (Palmer, 2020). The law, policing by consent, showcases the values of democracies, where the police believed in dialogue to stop the riots and also prevented themselves from using physical violence. This was also seen during the pandemic when police along with the public helped to mitigate the crisis this law also help the police to build trust with the people which helps the police to share the responsibility and maintain social order in society. The law upholds the image of the UK police in the global platform and provides a foundation for other police forces around the world. 
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In the concluding chapter, it can be stated that policing by consent is an important feature of the UK police and it is made to ensure that the public receives fair judgement and production and not by military action or physical force but by the cooperation of the public and the police. The law highlights the roles and responsibilities of both public and the police and their ways to mitigate the issue in society. Though the law of consent is elaborated due to the pandemic still it is the duty to ensure fair action with the consent of the public and maintain homogeneity in society which indicates the maintenance of law and order.
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