Methodology. 
This chapter’s aims to outline the research methodologies utilised to investigate the impact of response policing and multi-agency collaboration on safeguarding and protecting children at risk of child sexual exploitation (CSE). The study aims to investigate and examine three key objectives: the level of awareness and understanding of CSE among young people, perceptions of the effectiveness of response policing in safeguarding vulnerable children, and the perceived importance of multi-agency collaboration in preventing and addressing exploitation. 
Research methodologies establish a logical and systematic process for gathering and analysing data, allowing researcher to explore problems, identify solutions, and contribute to the development of new knowledge (Goundar,2012). While the literature review identifies extensive research surrounding safeguarding frameworks and high-profile cases such as the Rotherham child sexual exploitation scandal, there remains a gap in understanding how safeguarding practises are perceived by young people themselves. 
Frontline response officers are often the first point of contact for children at risk of CSE and play a critical role in safeguarding initially and the referral process. As such, their experiences and perceptions offer a valuable insight into the effectiveness of response policing and multi-agency collaboration in practise. This study focuses on officers’ perspective to explore their operational realities, recognising that relying on officers’ perception may introduce bias and limit conclusions about young people direct awareness of CSE. 
Research strategy. 
When developing the research design, it was critical to understand the differences between quantitative and qualitative methods. Quantitative methods involve structured surveys or experiments to accumulate numerical data in order to recognise patterns and trends (McLeod,2025) while in contrast qualitative research investigates experiences, views and perceptions through open-ended methodologies, providing in-depth, contextual insights (Creswell,2017). Employing both approaches together in a mixed methods approach allows for measurable results while also capturing the complexity of participants viewpoint (Bryman, 2016). 
I have chosen to adopt a mixed- method approach, incorporating a survey, to achieve my research objectives.  This approach will allow me to facilitating comprehensive understanding of officer’s experiences and perceptions of CSE. 

The study will utilise a design based on data collection at a single point in time, which was most suitable given the limited time scale of the dissertation and the operational context in which police officers availability is limited due to shift work and workload demands. 
Targeted participants. 
The targeted participants for the research study will be serving officers withing South Wales Police who are regularly involved in safeguarding children at risk of exploitation. There were no exclusions regarding age, gender, or length of service, but participants were required to have operational frontline experiences. 
I aim to gather at least 30 responses, as this number was considered sufficient to identify patterns and trends without making data unmanageable. 
I will utilise the use of internal communication channels including intranet postings, local police WhatsApp groups, emails, and departmental messaging platforms, ensuring targeted outreach to relevant police officers. 
Data collection Methods. 
An anonymous online survey hosted on Google forms will be used to gather data. The main reason for choosing Online surveys was due to its convenience, user friendliness, accessibility for officers working shift patterns and its capacity to efficiently collect and organise responses, however, while online surveys offer practical advantages, they may also be subject to limitations such as self-selection bias and reduced generalisability of findings (Andrade,2020). 
The questionnaire was structured to directly address the research objectives and key themes identified in the literature review, such as awareness of CSE, perceptions of response police officers, and multi-agency collaboration. Participants were provided with a clear information sheet detailing the study purpose, confidentiality measures, and their right to withdraw at any stage. Consent was obtained electronically. 
The survey was divided into five key sections: 
1. Demographic information – including role, length of service, and level of exposure to safeguarding. 
2. Awareness of CSE- Questions explored officers’ perception of young people understanding of exploitation, including their ability to recognise and report it. 
3. Response Policing – Officers views regarding the effectiveness of response polcing in safeguarding children at risk of CSE, including confidence levels and operational challenges. 
4. Multi- Agencyt collaboration – Examined the perceived importance and effectiveness of working with partners agencies eg social services, education and health. 
5. Recommendations and improvements- Provided participants with the opportunity to suggest improvements to current safeguarding practises. 
Data Analysis
The date obtained from the questionnaire using the Likert – scale will be analysed using simple statistics, such as counting responses, finding averages, using charts and graphs to identify patterns in officer’s perceptions of safeguarding, response policing, and multi-agency collaboration. 
The written responses will be reviewed by grouping similar answers together to identify common themes, including challenges, examples of good practises and suggestions for improvement. Using both types of data together helps check the findings and provides a cleaner, more reliable understanding of results.  
The analysis will be guided by principal topics determined from the literature study, surrounding awareness and recognition of CSE among children, obstacles related to response policing and the efficiency of multi-agency collaboration. The analysis will specifically investigate weather police believe that young individuals lack awareness of CSE or fail to recognise victimisation in line with other research on grooming and misidentification (Cockbain and Brayley, 2012; Leon and Raws 2016). The analysis will also address the operational issues encountered by response officers including elevated demand, insufficient training, and the reactive characteristics of police which have been recognised as impediments to effective safeguarding (HMICFRS,2021; McVeigh and Heward-Belle, 2024). 
The analysis will evaluate the perceptions of multi-agency collaboration, emphasising challenges, such as information sharing, communications, and varying organisational thresholds which the literature identifies as significant obstacles to effective co-operation (Atkinson et al., 2007) Attention will also be directed towards how officers recognise vulnerabilities, characteristics, including trauma and poor childhood experiences and whether safeguarding measures are viewed as proactive or reactive to incidents. 
The analysis will examine emerging themes of online-facilitated exploitation and issues in digital safeguarding, highlighting the growing influence of technology in cases of child sexual exploitation (Kloess, Beech and Harkins, 2014).
This technique integrates quantitative and qualitive data, facilitating a thorough understanding of the practical operation of response police and multi-agency coordination, while immediately aligning the analysis with the research objectives and current literature.
Limitations. 
There are several limitations within this study, firstly, it focuses on a relatively small sample. Consisting solely of serving police officers. While police officers are most likely to encounter children at risk of CSE, this excludes perspectives from partner agencies, which may limit the insight into safeguarding practises. A larger and more diverse sample may have produced more varied responses. 
Secondly, the research relies solely on officers’ perception which may be influenced by individual experiences, recent incidents, or personal bias. This is particularly relevant in the context of CSE, where understanding of vulnerability, risk, and safeguarding responses may vary between officers. 
Finally, the use of data collection at a single point in time only captures perceptions at that point in time and it does not account for changes in awareness, training, or safeguarding practises over time. 












