CAEN 6074: Writing & Reading Gender

CONCLUSION: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ROMANCE PLOT

WEEK 12: Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale 1987

Consider in relation to A Room of One’s Own;

· Need for personal space and financial independence – the ability to write to communicate  

· P. 49 the importance of telling stories telling the truth – communicating; p.100 ‘writing fixes truth’

· Chp9 p.60 – my room then. There has to be some place, finally, that I claim as mine, even in this time. – p. 62 –place of hidden writing – madwoman in the attic….

· Singing inside her head makes her throat hurtp.64

· P.227 – Janine ‘people will do anything rather than admit their lives have no meaning. No use, that is. No plot.’

· Return to traditional fixity of roles: 

· P.18 ‘not a prison but a privilege’; 

· P55-6 Serena Joy making speeches now she doesn’t make speeches anymore  ‘how furious she must be, now she’s been taken at her word’ 

· Conventions determine what we see: 

· p. 38 Japanese Tourists; p.43 ‘Ordinary is what you are used to.’ 

· P.84 – diff visions of the body

· The mother daughter plot lost and replaced by competition between women ( no friendship – that’s in the past) and the overall dominance of Heterosexual relationships. 

· Ofglen reveals herselfp.176

· Execution for gender crimes –

· Name only according to man (but Mrs Smith, Mrs Williams) 

· Use of religion to reinforce dominance of power.

· Daughter stolen p.73 ‘the lord had…’
· Evidence from 2 ex nurses – one isn’t admissible anymore p.43

Structure 
Day night/ day night – historical notes
Nothing is only one thing – before with Moira / her mother burning porn

After with no European names
