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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_7X2H4tkY][bookmark: _Int_gj3W8eEi]Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) originate from the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development launched in 2015. According to the United Nations (2020), the main aim of the Agenda was to further the global goal of setting up the world towards prosperity, especially in ending poverty, promoting equality, and addressing inequality. The agenda adopted seventeen (17) SDGs with one hundred and sixty-nine (169) targets. The WHO (World Health Organization) (2023) explain that SDGs succeeded Millennial Development Goals (MDGs) in the following ways; first, SDGs are a global concept unlike MDGs, which focused on developing certain countries; they require a different way of working via multiple stakeholders; uphold values such as equity and human rights respect; and prioritize monitoring and evaluation, sustainable financing, and scientific research. The SDGs provide a framework that ensures that all UN countries achieve sustainability like the three pillars of sustainability; social, political, and environmental (Morton et al., 2017). It is imperative to note that all SDGs have a timeframe for the year 2030.
The United Nations has identified 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that aim to promote global sustainable development. While progress towards these goals has been uneven across countries, the United Kingdom has been particularly successful in achieving three of these goals: Goal 3 Good Health & Wellbeing, Goal 4 Quality Education, and Goal 17 Partnerships to achieve the Goals. As a health and wellbeing consultant working for a local council in Camridgehsire, this report critically examines the reasons behind the UK's success in meeting these goals and analyses the policies and initiatives that the UK government has adopted to achieve them. This report will also explore how a specifically, Cambridgeshire, has benefited from these goals and suggest recommendations for how they can improve their performance in achieving these vital SDGs laid down by the United Nations. 
17 Sustainable Development Goals
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Discussion of the 3 SDGs: Goal 3, Goal 4, and Goal 17
Goal 3
SDG 3 is about good health and well-being for all ages. The SDG is crucial in that achieving sustainable economic, political, or environmental development requires a healthy and wellness-thriving population. Bath (2018) insights that the SDG is the key to addressing the global disparities in accessing primary healthcare, which is necessary to address the critical indicators of sustainable development. Evidence shows that the goal aims to address issues surrounding primarily; (WHO, 2023)
· Maternal mortality: a country/community should minimize the deaths resulting from childbirth or pregnancy-related complications.
· Child mortality: the essence is to reduce the number of deaths of children, either at birth or before the age of five years.
· Infectious diseases: the aim is to combat the impacts that stem from tuberculosis, waterborne diseases, malaria, and other infectious diseases.
· Non-communicable diseases: prevention and treatment of non-communicable diseases can go a long way in addressing health and wellness in the community.
· Substance abuse aims to address the menace of narcotics and harmful alcohol use through prevention and treatment techniques.
· Sexual and reproductive health; the end goal is to improve universal access to reproductive and sexual healthcare services such as sex education and family planning.
Goal 4
As mentioned earlier, SDG 4 aims to lobby for equitable and inclusive educational opportunities for all. According to Boeren (2019), SDG 4 seeks to deal with the current state of limited access to educational resources globally. There is a considerable gap between the statistics of individuals with access to primary, secondary, and higher education. The SDG is a critical player in achieving the other SDGs contained in Vision 2030 in that; access to education can empower individuals with necessary skills for employment or entrepreneurship and hence eliminate poverty; allowing both boys and girls access to education can achieve gender equality; education can also empower individuals to live a good and healthy lifestyle; and education is the key to multilateral understanding that fosters policy coherence and hence achieve peaceful partnerships (Ferguson, 2019). The United Nations is committed to enforcing the target outcomes of the SDG as per its indicators. The key indicator of SDG 4 is a country or community’s ability to. 
· Provide 12 years of free, fully funded, equitable, and inclusive (all boys, girls, men, and women) education in primary and secondary levels, with compulsory nine years;
· Provide at least one year of free and compulsory pre-primary education. 
· Eliminate barriers to access to vocational and technical training and education.
· Provide work-specific skills through its curriculum.
Goal 17
This SDG calls for global partnerships to achieve all the SDGs for all the United Nations members. According to FAO (n.d.), goal 17 intends to foster the course for the achievement of the other SDGs to take place. Evidence shows that equitable partnerships are essential in fostering relationships, especially across borders, sectors, and communities, necessary for achieving Vision 2030. Therefore, SDG 17 holds the critical potential for UN countries to achieve the agenda adopted in 2015. SDG 17 contains five elements: finance, trade, technology, systematic issues, and capacity building (Jamal, 2020). The five elements streamline and strengthen the cooperation between developed and developing countries, with other SDGs as the shared framework. Each of the five elements has indicators as follows.
The finance aspect of SDG 17 seeks to mobilize available financial resources to help developing countries or communities. According to Pierce (2018), the target element primarily addresses the debt distress of countries and communities through debt financing, debt restructuring, and debt relief. The aim is to achieve debt sustainability. The key indicator of the finance target is debt service as a proportion of export services and goods (Jamal, 2020). Multi-stakeholder partnerships play a significant role in communities and countries to achieve the indicator effectively. Maltais (2018) defines multi-stakeholder partnership as the involvement of various forms of institutions in the public, private, and civil sectors to achieve a predetermined goal. In this context, the partnerships may involve local and international partnerships, given that UN members are international. Thus, counties, communities, or nations can form meaningful partnerships and accept financial aid from either of the partnerships.
The trade area aims to enhance global, open, non-discriminatory, and equitable multilateral trade under the provisions of the World Trade Organization (WTO), focusing on doubling share in global export and import income (Pierce, 2018). The leading indicator of the target is the ability of a community or country to achieve a share in the export and import trade. Maltais (2018) cites that introduction and access to quota-free and duty-free markets can positively further the course of creating partnerships for trade benefit.
The technology aspect seeks to facilitate global access to innovation, technology, and science. The primary indicator of the target is the number of technology, innovation, or science partnerships, programs, and agreements between communities or countries (Jamal, 2020). Partnership should enable the creation, transfer, and ecological distribution of technologies between two or more entities, particularly ICT.
Systematic issues touch on policy coherence sustained by partnerships between communities or countries with the common aim of sustainable development. Jamal (2020) implies that even though the entities form partnerships, it is imperative to note that they should respect each other’s leadership and policy space in the decision-making. Furthermore, policy coherence refers to ensuring that the policies in one entity do not undermine the policy objectives in another. Hence, long-term initiatives exist to create a balance between the two.
Capacity building: the target involves promoting international support to enable communities and developing countries to achieve Vision 2030 (Maltais, 2018). The key indicator of the theme is the number of mechanisms put in place to facilitate policy coherence between partnering countries or communities.

Introduction to the Identified City/Borough
Cambridgeshire is a non-metropolitan county located in the East of England. Its history dates to 1974, when the administrative country was formed. According to The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica (2017), the administrative county of Cambridgeshire comprises five districts: Fenland, East Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, the city of Cambridge, and South Cambridgeshire.
UK policies and initiatives identified to meet the 3 SDGs.
SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being). 
The UK government acknowledges the people's rights to good health and well-being. Different policies and initiatives exist to foster the goal in the following ways; first, the UK has policies and initiatives on tobacco control. According to Anyanwu et al. (2020), the UK implemented a policy that prohibited the sale of tobacco products to individuals younger than eighteen years, introduced smoke-free public zones, and prohibited the sale of products via vending machines or the sale of products for oral consumption. The policy seeks to prohibit tobacco access and hence achieve tobacco control, minimizing narcotic addiction in the country. 
Second, the UK has a vaccination program that protects against fourteen diseases. The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) sees to it that individuals get vaccinated against preventable infections such as polio, measles, hepatitis A and B, and meningococcal, as per WHO recommendations (Rough et al., 2022). However, it is imperative to note that vaccination is optional in the UK, hence the disparity in vaccination reports across the country. Regardless, the country contributes to preventing early childhood mortality and mortality due to preventable infections.
SDG 4 (Quality Education)
According to GOV.UK (2018), the government views education as a human right per the constitution's provisions. As a result, the UK has the following policies and initiatives to meet its country's goal of quality education. The UK has adopted a free, compulsory, and inclusive education policy. United Kingdom (UK) has a policy that provides that all children must access free and quality education up to the age of sixteen years (Garry et al., 2018). The UK adopted free education as a policy under the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (RTE) of 2009. The Act compelled the UK government to provide approximately eight years of free education. 
The impact of free education in the UK was that different forms of free schools were established in the country. For instance, evidence shows that faith-motivated institutions established schools in the UK to offer free education to individuals up to sixteen. The move explains the extensive prevalence of Muslim, Catholic, Sikh, and Jewish schools in the country. Furthermore, the compulsory aspect of education in the UK varies from one nation to another. For instance, education is compulsory for all children, boys, and girls, with or without a learning disability, from 4 in North Ireland to 5 in England, up to 18 in England and 16 in other nations (Ucan, 2019). By so doing, the UK actively contributes to achieving sustainable development through SDG 4.

SDG 17 (Partnership Goals)
[bookmark: _Int_JzPNIsU5][bookmark: _Int_lMxdRHsO]The UK has policies and initiatives fostering trade, technology, capacity building, and finance partnerships across domestic, bilateral, and multilateral dimensions. For instance, the Department for International Trade (2022) reports that the UK is an independent trading nation with over seventy trade agreements in action as of 2022. The UK has partnerships with individual countries and trade unions such as the European Union (EU). For instance, the UK has a partnership with Singapore (UK-Singapore Digital Economy Agreement) that seeks to open digital markets, including the tariff-free flow of digital data, and the UK-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement that aims to foster the import and export trade between the two nations. Furthermore, the UK-India Tech Partnership of 2018 sought to connect universities, businesses, and venture capital between the UK and India (Department of Digital, Culture, Media & Sport, 2018). The partnership is a good idea with great potential for the UK market, given the size of individual tech markets.
Local Policies (City/ Borough) Identified to Meet the 3 SDGs
SDG 3
Cambridgeshire County implements England’s health and wellness policies in the County as a means of achieving SDG no.3. First, Cambridgeshire County carries out tobacco access policies as per the provisions of Public Health England (PHE) as part of initiatives towards the fight against mortality or other impacts of narcotic use and misuse in the County. According to Cairney (2019), the policies on tobacco control in East England include; support of economically and health-wise viable alternatives to tobacco, banning sale to minors (age of 18 in England), high taxation on tobacco products, smoke-free policy, health warning labels on tobacco products, a total ban on tobacco advertising and other marketing strategies, litigation against tobacco producers, and prohibition of tobacco sale for oral use in East England. Second, Cambridgeshire County has adopted sex education in its curriculum. Health and Sex education are two compulsory subjects in Cambridgeshire education (GOV.uk, 2023). Sex education is compulsory in secondary schools, while health education is compulsory in primary and secondary schools. Compulsory education aims to create awareness of sex and reproduction health essential in achieving SDG 3 of Vision 2030 in the County. Third, Cambridgeshire Country actively implements England’s vaccination policies towards fighting against preventable diseases. In this scenario, Cambridgeshire offers immunization services to the public at birth and later in old age (vaccination against shingles at 70-79 years) (Rough et al., 2022). Similarly, the vaccination policy provisions state that the exercise is not mandatory. However, the Health Board in the County strives to minimize childbirth and early childhood mortality due to preventable diseases such as polio and hepatitis A&B.
SDG 4
Cambridgeshire County utilizes England’s policies on education. The education system in Cambridgeshire provides that education is compulsory for all children between the ages of 5 and 18 (Cambridgeshire, 2023). The system is broken down into five stages: early years (0-5 years), primary, secondary, further education, and higher education. The County’s education vision is to support all children to achieve their potential, provide a life-long learning environment, and equip young minds with the skills and knowledge for rewarding jobs in society. The vision covers all children, boys and girls, women and men, and individuals with and without disabilities in the County. As a result, the County seeks to achieve inclusivity in its education system.
SDG 17

The Cambridgeshire administrative county has various policies and initiatives that foster partnerships within the community and with other counties in trade, finance, and technology. For instance, the Cambridgeshire County Council has partnership initiatives with local service providers. The service providers in this context include public and private companies that can supply essential services such as electricity, water, security, education, and agricultural produce, among others. The launch of the Sustainable Procurement Strategy by the Cambridgeshire County Council sought to empower local and domestic businesses and the third sector and to contribute to the Council’s Net Zero targets (Cambridgeshire County, 2023). As a result, the County council achieves capacity building, an essential element of SDG 17. 


Review of the Status of City/Borough in Meeting the 3 SDGs
SDG 3
[bookmark: _Int_THgSqjzg]Cambridgeshire County Council acknowledges the importance of people’s health and well-being. The County Council has approved various issues in line with achieving SDG 3. The first strategy that Cambridgeshire has implemented to meet SDG 3 is equipping public healthcare institutions with the necessary facilities to cater to the population’s health and well-being. For instance, Addenbrooke’s hospital is equipped to provide specialist medical care in pediatrics, genetics, neurosciences, and organ transplant (NHS.Uk, 2023). Thus, the hospital is suited for meeting SDG 3 by offering care to children and minimizing early childhood mortality rates in the County. The Rosie hospital is a women’s hospital that offers excellent maternity care. The hospital’s facilities, such as the neonatal intensive care unit and theatre suite, are suitable for meeting SDG 3 by addressing maternal and neonatal deaths in the County. Lastly, statistics show that the tobacco control policy is reasonably effective in Cambridgeshire County. According to Cambridgeshire city council (2018), in 2016/17, tobacco quit rates per 100,000 smokers increased in Cambridgeshire compared with 2015/16, where the 2016/17 4-week quitting rate in the County was 2,787. However, the prevalence of tobacco-related health issues in Cambridgeshire is significant due to the high number of adult smokers (18 years and above) in the County.	



[image: ]
Table 1: Smoking cessation in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, 2016/17


SDG 4:
Quality education is a crucial priority in Cambridgeshire County. For instance, Cambridgeshire County facilitates SDG 4 by offering quality, accessible, and inclusive education through its numerous educational facilities. For instance, Cambridgeshire is famous as the host of Cambridge University, which offers numerous scholarship programs to students from within and outside the UK. Statistics show that the University of Cambridge offers at least 500 scholarships annually and supports 1100 and 1400 students in residence annually via the Cambridge Commonwealth, European & International Trust (University of Cambridge, 2023). The essence of scholarships is to ensure that everyone can receive higher education that fosters skills suitable for international employment or entrepreneurship. Lastly, the University of Cambridge partners with the European Union to finance international students with disability via the International Disabled Students' Fund (IDS Fund) (University of Cambridge, 2023). By so doing, Cambridgeshire strives to achieve equality in the education system via meaningful partnerships. 
SDG 17
The partnership between Cambridgeshire County Council Policy Collaboration and Cambridge University Researchers (Local Government Association, 2020). The partnership seeks to provide a conducive environment for researchers, officers, and councilors that learn and provide insights into policy coherence in the county. Policy coherence is an essential factor that the county utilizes when forming partnerships with other counties and institutions to achieve sustainable development in the community. Another example is the partnership between Cambridgeshire County Council and Anglian Water Services Ltd, an excellent example of Cambridgeshire county's efforts towards achieving partnerships for goals in the UK. The nature of the partnership shows that it targets creating trade standards between the two institutions. The trade partnership has benefited the county residents by giving them access to affordable water services. Lastly, the Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council formed a partnership in 2022 to improve the healthcare and wellness of the people (Cambridgeshire County Council, 2023). The partnership led to Joint Health and Wellbeing Board, an integrated care partnership fostering local social and healthcare services partnerships.
Recommendations
Based on the analysis conducted, it is evident that there is room for improvement in the health, wellbeing, and sustainable development sectors in Cambridgeshire. Therefore, several recommendations have been put forward to enhance the current situation. 
· Vaccination should be mandatory. As earlier mentioned, Cambridgeshire County Council adopts England’s healthcare policies which provide that the practice is optional. It is imperative that the administrative unit in the primary healthcare sector lobbies for its mandatory status for the sake of fighting against
· Adjust the Tobacco policy; the national Tobacco policies are effective to some extent but have no direct impact on encouraging tobacco cessation rates in Cambridgeshire. For instance, the county council could increase the tobacco access age from 18 to 30 years because the prevalence of 18-year-old smokers in the County is rising.
· The County Council should venture into external partnerships. The County’s initiative of sustainable local procurement is booming, but venturing into external partnerships, especially for technology and trade elements.
· Cambridgeshire County should publish a yearly assessment of the SDGs' implementation progress. The SDGs are the critical framework for achieving Vision 2030, and releasing yearly reports specifically for the County is essential.
Conclusion: 
In conclusion, this report has examined the reasons behind the UK's success in achieving three of the Sustainable Development Goals: Good Health & Wellbeing, Quality Education, and Partnerships to achieve the Goals. By critically analysing the policies and initiatives that the UK government has adopted to achieve these goals, this report highlighted areas of success and areas for improvement. 
Based on the analysis conducted, it is evident that there is room for improvement in the health, wellbeing, and sustainable development sectors in Cambridgeshire. Therefore, several recommendations have been put forward to enhance the current situation. 
Firstly, the County Council should lobby for mandatory vaccination, as this will significantly contribute to reducing the spread of diseases. Secondly, the Tobacco policy should be adjusted to increase the age limit for tobacco access, which will help reduce the prevalence of smoking among the youth in the County. Additionally, the County Council should venture into external partnerships, which will enable it to access technology and trade elements that are essential for sustainable development. 
Lastly, the County Council should publish a yearly assessment of the SDGs' implementation progress to monitor and evaluate the impact of its interventions. This will ensure that the county is on track towards achieving its Vision 2030 goals. 
In conclusion, it is clear that the health, wellbeing, and sustainable development sectors are critical in enhancing the quality of life of the residents of Cambridgeshire. By implementing the recommendations provided, the County Council will be on its way towards achieving the SDGs and ultimately, Vision 2030. 
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