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[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction
The project which I am proposing will explore the nature of the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain in the 5th to 7th Centuries through the use of literary evidence, material culture and DNA analysis. In particular, it will focus on where the Anglo-Saxons originated from geographically, how Anglo-Saxon identity was formed and how it became the dominant culture of what is now England. It will also consider the limitations of basing a conclusion on a specific method, instead advocating a multifaceted approach to overcome these limitations to reach a more balanced conclusion. The nature of the establishment of the Anglo-Saxon culture as dominant in England is of interest to scholars due to the highly problematic nature of the literary sources on the topic, discussed later, and disputes over the implications of archaeological evidence. For this reason, there has been a disparity in the views of scholars who emphasise the literary sources and those who emphasise material evidence. This project is therefore important in attempting to bridge the gap between these disciplines, also supplementing these approaches with DNA evidence as an additional means of determining a peoples’ origins.
Issues and Problems
The main issue in this area of study is the dispute between the theories of the Anglo-Saxon culture forming as a result of invasions, as stated in the literary sources, migrations, as stated by most archaeologists, or cultural exchange as stated by scholars such as Lucy and Pryor.[footnoteRef:1] Another issue that will be addressed is whether or not it is appropriate to use material culture as a means of determining the ethnicity or geographical origins of the Anglo-Saxons. For example, Myres used the style and construction of pottery compared to that of pre-Saxon Britain and mainland Europe to determine his conclusion of the Anglo-Saxons being of Northern European origin, which some scholars reject.[footnoteRef:2] This debate may be settled by comparing the DNA of people in areas with specific pottery types similar to those in an area of Northern Europe, and comparing the origins of both to determine a correlation, if such data is available. We can also use this evidence to compare with the locations described as the origins of the Anglo-Saxon ‘invaders’ in the literary sources. In doing so, we can determine the usefulness of attributing particular material cultures to specific geographical origins as a general methodological approach for other studies while also answering the question of where the Anglo-Saxons originated. I will also discuss some potential historiographical context for certain views, such as the influence of colonialism on 19th and early 20th Century scholarship, should there be enough space to do so. [1:  Sam Lucy, The Anglo-Saxon Way of Death: Burial Rites in Ancient England (Stroud: Sutton Publishing Ltd., 2000), p.p. 186-7; Francis Pryor, Britain AD: A Quest for Arthur, England and the Anglo-Saxons (London: Harper Perennial, 2004), p.p. 155-8.]  [2:  J.N.L. Myres, Anglo-Saxon Pottery and the Settlement of England (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969).] 

Primary Sources
The key literary sources that will be used for the project will be Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People, Gildas’ De Excidio et Conquestu Britanniae, the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle entries from the 5th and 6th Centuries and Geoffrey of Monmouth’s History of the Kings of Britain. These sources will be used to determine what later Anglo-Saxons considered their origins to be, in the case of Bede and The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, what other inhabitants of Britain thought about the Anglo-Saxons in the case of Gildas and how the time period was used by future medieval scholars alongside myths and legends, as in the case of Geoffrey of Monmouth, who incorporated Arthurian myths into his history. The project will also discuss the use of literary and narrative devices by these sources and will compare them to other origin stories to find any correlations to establish potential influences from elsewhere. It will also discuss the potential aims of these works to find out how the accounts were influenced by their historiographical context. The project will then take these issues into account when combining the written accounts with material and DNA evidence.
Essay Plan
	Introduction
This will outline the aims and intention of the essay, general problems and issues regarding the subject area, define key terms such as ‘Anglo-Saxon’, ‘Briton’, ‘migration’, ‘invasion’ and ‘cultural exchange’ and draft how the essay will approach addressing the problems stated previously.
	Discussion of Literary Evidence
This section will start by analysing Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, Gildas’ De Excidio et Conquestu and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle to determine what each reveal about their relevant audience’s reception of the subject, analysing the use of literary and narrative devices and comparing them to each other and other origin stories. I will then determine how useful such accounts are in determining the origins of the Anglo-Saxons alone.
	Discussion of Material Evidence
This section will begin by comparing the material evidence such as grave goods across the time period specified to show how the material culture of the inhabitants of Britain at the time changed. These will be compared to contemporary evidence from other parts of Europe to discover any similarities pointing to a particular geographical origin. The section will conclude by assessing the validity of using such an approach to determine these origins on their own merit.
	Discussion of DNA Evidence
To tie together the literary and material evidence, I will use DNA evidence to establish potential links between the ethnic origins of the Anglo-Saxon and British peoples and their respective material cultures. In doing so, the essay will be able to determine whether the Anglo-Saxon culture was a result of migration, invasion, or cultural exchange.
	Conclusion
The conclusion will combine the literary, material and DNA evidence together to attempt to find an answer to the problems noted previously that overcomes the limitations of using each approach individually. The essay will end by advocating the use of multiple methodological approaches when determining the origins of peoples, particularly DNA evidence in combination with material culture and written sources. 
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