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LESSON PLAN
	Course
	Initial Learning PCEP

	Module
	Policing Skills

	Lesson Title
	Stop and Search

	Duration
	1 day



	Aim

	 
To provide an introduction to stop and search a person under Section 1 PACE 1984.


	College Of Policing Learning Outcomes

	

1. Understand the need to establish grounds and authority for carrying out lawful searches

   
	 Outcome 1.  Q & A, Discussion, Group Activity

	The Police Constable role and professional standards		

	 College of Policing indicative Content

	 
8.1 Considerations with undertaking a search, including:

• Definition of terms associated with searches, including differences between ‘stop and search and ‘stop and account’ - Include updates to S1(8) to cover offences under S1 POA 2023
• Establishing whether there are grounds for a lawful search or a lawful entry and search
• How to deal with young persons and / or vulnerabilities or potential vulnerabilities
• Importance of establishing authority before the search
• Principles of reasonable suspicion or belief
• Influences of search in relation to procedural justice 
• Post-search procedures

8.2 Importance of employing an ethical 'stop and search' process

8.3 Processes to consider when undertaking a ‘search’ or ‘stop and search’, including:

• Potential impact of a 'search' or 'stop and search' on individuals and the community
• Influences of conscious / unconscious bias 
• Identifying vulnerability during a stop search encounter
• When the threshold changes based on reasonable grounds
• Information that must be provided prior to a search
• Limitations when carrying out a search

8.4 How to conduct a safe, lawful and effective search of person, vehicle premises and an area

8.5 Using police search when a power or authority exists and alternative positive interventions if no stop search powers exist

8.6 Potential health and safety risks related to a search or an entry and search

8.7 Recording, monitoring and public scrutiny of stop searches

 
 







	Time
	Topic/Content, Tutor Activity
	Learner Strategies & Activity
	Support & Resources
	Assessment Methods

	
0 – 5 mins
	
Maslow – learners needs.
Deck clearing-any issues to resolve?
Gestalt-verbal outline of aims and objectives. 

Trainer to give an overview of the session and what will be covered by introducing the Agenda

	
· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing

	
Lesson plan.
Computer system with projector to facilitate delivery.
PowerPoint 
Handouts:
Gold model Examples reasonable grounds
Lawful grounds
Learning the lessons
Activity Scenarios





Slides 1 - 2

	

	
5 – 20
mins
	
Introduction

Trainer to discuss the terms ‘Stop and Account’ and ‘stop and Search’ defining the differences. 
Trainer to introduce the term ‘Procedural Justice’ ad its influences on Stop and Search

 

	
· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing




Outcome 1
	
Slides 3 - 5
	Q & A
Discussion

	
20 – 45mins
	
Section 1 PACE 1984

Trainer to introduce the definition of the Power afforded to Constables under sect 1 PACE 1984.
Trainer to discuss the term:
· Detain
· Vehicle
· Any Place to which the public have access

	
· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing




Outcome 1
	
Slides 6 - 10
	Q & A
Discussion

	
45 – 80mins
	Reasonable Grounds for suspicion

Trainer to discuss in detail what constitutes ‘reasonable grounds for suspicion’ introducing the students to the influence of unconscious bias and stereotyping. (trainer to utilise embedded video to assist)
Trainer to lead onto the principals of stop search as outlined by the PACE Codes of Practice and the college of Policing
Trainer to supply Handouts:
Gold model Examples reasonable grounds
Lawful grounds
Learning the lessons 

	
· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing




Outcome 1
	
Slides 11 – 24

Handouts:
Gold model Examples reasonable grounds
Lawful grounds
Learning the lessons
	Q & A
Discussion

	80 – 100 mins
	Break
	
	
	

	
100 – 160mins
	
Group Work

Trainer to split class into 6 groups and provide each with a copy of the six scenarios that will test the students’ knowledge of their powers in relation to stop and search, depending on the circumstances that they are provided with. 
Trainer to debrief using student contributions and PPT slides 26 - 31.
Each slide has extensive trainer notes to debrief the scenario. Trainer to ask each group in turn to supply primary feedback and invite input to form the other groups.

	
· Listening
· Group Interaction
· Discussing











Outcome 1
	
Slides 25 – 31

Handouts:
Activity Scenarios

	Q & A
Discussion
Group work

	
160 – 180mins
	
Articles You Can Search For

Trainer to define the articles that can be searched for under section 1 PACE 1984.

	
· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing

Outcome 1

	
Slides 32 - 40
	Q & A
Discussion

	
180 – 200mins
	
HMIC Inspection and Best Use of Stop and Search Scheme

Trainer to discuss the 2011 HMIC Inspection including specifically its objectives and recommendations made. This leads to the review 18 months later and the results posted.
Trainer to show students the embedded Podcast 
Trainer to introduce students to the ‘Best use of Stop Search’ scheme introduced in 2014 including feedback to date from this scheme

	
· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing





Outcome 1
	
Slides 41 - 48
	Q & A
Discussion

	200 – 260mins
	LUNCH
	
	
	

	
260 – 320mins
	
Conduct of the Search

Trainer to specify the correct procedure for conducting a search, including the mnemonic ‘GOWISELY’ and direction from the PACE codes of practice
Trainer to discuss searching juveniles and define what a strip search and an intimate search are as defined by PACE. Also to explain powers available regarding searching a person’s mouth.
Trainer to discuss practical advice to conducting a search, including use of body worn video and concluding the search.

	
· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing









Outcome 1
	
Slides 49 - 65
	Q & A
Discussion

	320 – 340mins
	Break
	
	
	

	
340 – 360mins
	
Other Search Powers

Trainer to introduce students to search Powers which are authorised by a senior officer and does not require any suspicion to use.

	
· Listening
· Asking and answering questions
· Discussing


Outcome 1

	
Slides 66 - 72
	Q & A
Discussion

	
360 – 365 mins
	
Any Questions?

	
	
Slide 73
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