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This assignment is going to look at article 28 – the right to an education, this is a part of the United Nations Convention on the Right of the Child. It is going to look at whether it is being achieved effectively or if there is room to improve. It will also be looking from a global perspective and referring to local and global policies to discuss what barriers to engagement in Education for children in Uganda face. This will be compared to the situation children from Wales and the UK come up against.
Article 28 (right to education) Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this. Unicef (Date unknown)
Article 28 comes from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, UNCRC. As outlined by Unicef (Date Unknown) the UNCRC statements are the most widely substantiated international human rights treaty in history to address children’s rights. The convention came into force in the UK in 1992. It consists of 54 articles that cover all aspects of a child’s life. It states what every child is entitled too with regard to civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. All the rights are equally important for every child regardless of their gender, religion, ethnicity, language, ability or any other status. 
As discussed in Humanium (Date Unknown) The United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child was introduced as an idea in 1978 by Poland. It consisted of 19 articles, 10 of which were legislative and 9 that were procedural. The bill was introduced to become state binding. But unfortunately, it took 10 years it to gain the full support of all the international community. 1979 was declared “International Year of the Child”. This was to promote awareness and encourage states to act towards the protection of children rights. In the spring of 1989 a working group was created by the Commission on Human Rights, it consisted of an unlimited number of members, coming from organisations including UNICEF, different non-governmental organisations and the 48 states that had members of the Commission on Human Rights. This group met in Geneva, Switzerland once a year. “The system by which the bill was written was one of consensus and political compromise, in order to achieve unanimity.” Humanium (Date Unknown). The General Assembly of the United Nations adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child as part of Resolution 44/25 in 1989. This put an end to the almost 10-year process. 
Prior to this in 1924 League of Nations adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child which was known as the Declaration of Geneva. This declaration consisted of 5 principles. It states how the world as a whole need to put the welfare of the child first and outlines their basic rights, to be fed, nursed, helped and provided for. It also addresses how children need to grow up with a purpose in life, UN Documents (1924) Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child. Following of from the Geneva Declaration, in 1959, the Declaration of the Rights of the Child was introduced, this was an expansion on the Geneva Declaration of 5 principles to 10 principles. It is within this document that the introduction of the child’s right to an education is introduced.  It states that all children have the right to a free and compulsory primary education, which will promote the child’s, culture and equal opportunities, whilst giving them a sense of moral and social responsibility allowing them to become a useful member of society. This declaration also addresses children which physical, mental or social difficulties and states that they should be given special treatment, education and care relevant to their particular needs, Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1959). The progress these declarations have made have paved the way for the rights that all children have today under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Children. Whilst it is vitally important that these rights are in place, as a whole world these rights do not reach every child fully.
Vanessa Pupavac (2000) argues that the supposed universal standards established by the CRC are based on Western standards and concepts of childhood. These reflect “Western social policies which emphasise the role of individual causations and professional interventions and de-emphasise the influence of the wider social, economic, political and cultural circumstances.” Bentley. K (2002)
This statement recognises that children from third world countries are facing different challenges every day which makes it very difficult to ensure their rights are adhered too. When a country is struck by poverty it would be very difficult for a family to allow their child to access school when they need them to work to contribute to providing for the family. Or they may be required to look after siblings for their parents to work. With this in mind, within the UNCRC there are other articles which would be difficult to enforce such as Article 27, where every child has a right to an adequate standard of living, which meets their physical and social needs and supports their development. Also, Article 32 which is regarding child labour. The Government must protect children by setting a minimum age for children to work which ensures they are not exploited or working in conditions that may harm their health, development or education, Unicef (Date Unknown).
Article 28 states that every child has a right to an education, this is a basic human right that every child should have. As outlined by Results, the power to end Poverty (Date Unknown) education plays a major factor in the development of children, communities and countries. It is fundamental to all development goals. By ensuring all children, especially girls receive an education will help break the intergenerational chain of poverty. Education will support the development of gender empowerment, improving maternal and child health by also fighting against the spread of diseases and reduce hunger. Education will empower women and girls. It will increase their self-confidence and allow them to make healthier choices for themselves and their children, this in turn will reduce the impact of HIV/ AIDS. Through knowledge and the feeling of empowerment in decision making women will also not feel the need to marry young. By putting education at the forefront, it will help fight poverty and spur economic growth. “No country has achieved continuous and rapid economic growth without at least 40 percent of adults being able to read and write.” Rapid (Date unknown). Education is a fundamental part of peace building. “Across society, every year of schooling decreases a male’s chance of engaging in violent conflict by 20 percent.” Rapid (Date Unknown). 
As part of article 28 states “Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights.” This is essential for children to feel safe and respected in school. As outlined by Mcleod. S (2017) in Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, for a child’s basic needs to be met they need to feel safe and secure. When a child feels that they are being respected and treated with dignity it allows for more productive learning as they feel they can express themselves freely. It is also essential that children know what their rights are and that they are entitled to receive them, this allows the children to feel empowered and respected. Some children are already facing difficult challenges before they even get to school. As Maslow stated that another aspect of meeting the child’s basic needs are to ensure they have food, water, warmth and rest. With this not always the case for many children. In the school setting they have to ensure they are meeting the basic needs that they can address. 
There are many debates as to whether richer countries should help poorer countries and what is the most effective way to help. Hulme. D (2016) states that almost 3 billion people do not have access to at least one basic human need. These are the needs stated by Maslow, such as drinking water, food, shelter, basic health service or for some an education. It is alarming to know that around 800 million people went to sleep hungry last night and that one child every 5 seconds, all day, every day dies from a preventable cause, that’s 19,000 children a day dying unnecessarily. With these kind of statistics it is ethically right that help I given, no one should ever be put in this position. Xu. M (2014) suggests that, the wealth of a country is not only in money but also in knowledge. Which means that richer countries can help poorer countries by teaching them. They can be taught how to improve basic and essential sectors of their society. This can help them with farming and agricultural technology. Allowing them to become stronger and sustainable in the long run. This notion of helping the poorer country to develop seems to appeal to more people as many see ‘throwing money’ at pooper countries as, not allowing them to remove themselves from the situation. It has also been suggested that corruption in receiving countries means that they are wasting the money given to them, so there is nothing that can be done to help apart from humanitarian work Hulmes.D (2016). Although giving cash may only solve the problem short term, it is still vitally important in providing food to keep people alive whilst the bigger picture is being addressed, Xu. M (2014). 
“Our agricultural systems produce enough food to feed 7 billion of us. Low cost medicines, basic health service and simple health practice would save millions of human lives every year… a reallocation of a mere 1% of global income to the poorest would entirely eradicate poverty.” Hulmes. D (2016)
The Africa Charter on the Right and Welfare of the Child – ACRWC was adopted in 1990 and was entered into force in 1999. It was felt that Africa was under represented in the drafting process of the Convention on Child Rights - CRC so decided to have their own African Children’s Charter. It was also required to ensure the social and cultural values of Africa were met. “including those relating to family, community and society and takes into consideration the virtues of cultural heritage, historical background and values of the African civilization.” Ekundayo. O (2015).  There are many similarities between the ACRWC and the CRC such as the key principles of ensuring the best interest of the child is at the forefront, non-discrimination, children’s participation and the survival and development of every child. However, there is a greater emphasis on ensure their culture and traditions are maintained. The ACRWC is currently not well known in the continent by the children, civil society, the media or governments. Unlike the CRC which has been ratified by all African States the ACRWC, out of 54 AU Member States has only been ratified by 7. Article 31 of the ACRWC is one which some would say could be adapted to fit in the CRC, “Children have responsibilities towards their families and societies, to respect their parents, superiors and elders, to preserve and strengthen African cultural values in their relation with other members of their communities.” ACRWC (1990). Teaching children respect and responsibility for the people around them can only been seen as a positive step. Uganda were one of the countries who ratified the Convention on Child Rights -  CRC in 1990. This means than Uganda is required to execute children’s rights as stated in the CRC. There are also other international and regional laws that support children’s rights that Uganda have also ratified. But despite this, these laws are not being adhered too and children’s rights are being violated. As there laws are in various documents which are not easily accessible to those in charge and with responsibility to enforce the children’s rights they are often ignorant to their responsibilities. Due to this a handbook was produced to make the children’s right more accessible to everyone. Unicef (Date Unknown).
The Republic of Uganda is a landlocked country in East Africa, which has a rich ethnical and cultural diversity. It has a population of 44.27 million (2018) with an average life expectancy of 58.5 years, this equates to, males averaging at 56.7 years and females 60.5 years, world remit (2018). In the UK the population is 66.5 million (2018) with an average life expectancy of 81.60 years, with males being 79.2 years and females 82.9 years, Office of National Statistics (2015). “Life expectancy at birth is also a measure of overall quality of life.” Index Mundi (2018). This is a vast difference of 23.1 years is life expectancy between the two countries. As stated by World Health Ranking (2015) the main cause of death in Uganda is HIV and AIDS. This is having a major impact on their life expectancy. There is also a major difference in the number of children under the age of 14 years old in both countries. In Uganda 48.48% of their population are under the age of 14 years old, making it one of the youngest countries in the world (world remit 2018). This equates is almost half of their population, where as in the UK, just 17.62% of the population are under 14 years old (Trade Economics 2016) This would have a huge impact on the country’s economy as there is only a small percentage of people who are of employment age to support the number of children. There will also be an increased demand for social services such as education and health which are not currently keeping up with the pace of growth, New Vision (2018). The way to address this situation is to try to control the birth rate. The current total fertility rate in Uganda is averaging at 6.9 per woman, World Remit (2018) Where as in the UK this number is 1.83 per woman, Office of National Statistics (2015). This number in Uganda is substantially higher which is putting great pressure on the country. There is a high rate of unwanted births which is a factor to consider and this can be due to women marrying very young. Women need to be educated on birth control and on the health implications and the risk of contracting HIV/AIDS through generations. “Ugandan study showed that rural Ugandans with secondary education have 75% lower rate of HIV infection that those with no education.” Result (Date Unknown). 
Education in Uganda is regarded with importance. “Participating in education is also viewed as part of the solution to reducing poverty. The government is dedicated to providing equitable access to quality and affordable education to all Ugandans.” Global Partnership for Education - GPE (2011). As outlined by the Global Partnership for Education (2011) the education sector in Uganda faces many challenges. Some of which are relatable to the UK but on a smaller scale. There is a high level of teacher and student vacancies with schools having a weak level management structure. Insufficient availability of learning materials and class sizes are large. One of the biggest issues they face is finding teachers for the disadvantaged areas, and the lack of accommodation for the teachers working in rural, hard to reach areas. In the UK classes are also getting bigger due to financial cuts, “£2.8 billion has been cut from school budgets since 2015.” School Cuts (2018). This in turn is putting pressure on teachers and support staff. As stated by the Global Partnership for Education (2011) the Education Sector Strategies Plan 2010-2015 – ESSP aims to address the main concerns. These are primary schools failing to provide literacy, numeracy and basic life skills to all children, secondary schools not preparing children into the workforce or higher education effectively and also children from disadvantaged backgrounds not having access to higher education. Gender equality plays a major role in the ESSP. It recognises the need to “Increase the participation, performance, and progress of women and girls in the education system” GPE (2011). As New Vision (2018) states, although primary, secondary and universities are seeing growth in enrolment, there is still a high dropout rate, especially in girls. As sex ratio in Uganda is roughly 1:1 with males taking the slight majority. The country has to rely strongly on women in all aspects of life to help build their economy. “Gender equality is not only a fundamental human right, but a pre-condition for sustainable development.” UNDP (2018). Supported by the UNDP the Government of Uganda took an early lead in localising and aligning the 17 Sustainable Development Goals which was developed in 2015. Gender Equality and Woman Empowerment plays a part in this development. Gender equality is a subject that is also being addressed in UK schools. Although it is not being covered in the same way, it is still an issue that needs to be addressed.
All children need to believe in themselves and know that their gender should never hold them back. As outlined by New Vision (2018) Uganda’s vision to reduce fertility rates by half would have a major impact on their economy. To achieve this education is paramount, children need to aspire to make a change. Girls as well as boys need to be educated on birth control and the risks surrounding HIV/AIDS. 
The Dakar Framework for Action (2000) outlined a number of areas which they committed to achieve by 2015 but unfortunately have not been met. They stated that
“all children, particularly girls, children in difficult circumstances and those belonging to ethnic minorities, have access to and complete, free and compulsory primary education of good quality;” UNSCO (2000)
Although great strides are being made to ensuring this is happening, there is still a long way to go in third world countries where poverty is high.  It was also stated that 
“eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005, and achieving gender equality in education by 2015, with a focus on ensuring girls’ full and equal access to and achievement in basic education of good quality;” UNSCO (2000)
           As outlined in Education for All 200-2015, there has been major improvement since 2000, the number of children out of school has fallen by almost half. Since the Dakar report and estimated 34 million more children will have attended school. In primary schools the greatest progress has been made in gender parity. With things as they stand today we are heading in the right direction but are still a long way from where we should be.
           The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development consists of 17 goals and 169 targets. Its aim is to eradicate poverty as it is the greatest global challenge requirement for sustainable development. All countries will work together to implement this plan. It will also seek to ensure human rights for all is achieved by also addressing gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls. “They are integrated and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of sustainable development: the economic, social and environmental” Sustainable development (2015). This Agenda for Sustainable Development is ambitious plan but something that needs to be achieved. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]           With the developments that have been made around the world, and the agenda’s that have been put in place, the aim for a sustainable future is under way. Article 28 is a very important article as without education the world can not develop. People need to be educated to make the right choices and to feel like they are contributing to the world we live in. Everyone needs to feel empowered and be heard. Women and girls need to feel equal and valued as they also have a vital role to play in the economy.  
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