How was the tribune of the plebs used after the reformation of Sulla 81 B.C. to the Death of Julius Caesar 44 B.C.
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Introduction
· The aim of this dissertation is to investigate through three case studies how office of  tribune of the plebs was exploited for political ends from 81 to 44 BC.
· It is argued that a number of key figures of political prominence attempted to use the support of allied tribunes for their own ends, as well as some holders of this office utilising it to advance their career and power base.
· Marxist theory will be applied as a tool for analysing the functioning of the tribunate in the Late Republic. 
· A brief reference will be made to the actions of earlier tribunes in order to provide contextual detail and to see how radically or not this office was being exploited in the period under study.

Tribunes being encouraged to support politicians 
· The argument to say that the Tribune of the Plebs would have been used by politicians and or heavily encouraged to support politicians is incredibly evident around the time of 70 B.C.. This does not mean that they were all entirely forced or coerced into supporting a politician but due to the political climate which would only be a smart tactic to support. (Leach 1978: 55-56) After all Pompey was able to have Tribunes support him as they knew supporting him would only provide them a stronger and more influential political aide (Leach 1978: 64; Ward 1977: 103).
· The reason there’s support being recommended to there being tribunes being encouraged is due to the evidence of modern historians and speeches recovered like Macer’s Speech, which show there was a growing social movement for the Tribunate to be restored by a movement and that the urge to support a politician was dependant on the aim of the politicians (Lactor 6 1978: 1-5; Plut. Pomp. 158).
· Then there is the opposition, again focused on the current time of 70 B.C. and also throughout the 60’s. Here there is evidence of there being tribunes being encouraged to help the two ‘political factions’ of the Republic, the Optimates and the Populares. The main example here is Gabinius’ legislation with Tribunes being used to oppose both Pompey and the ‘senate’ per say (Leach 1978: 65-7; Ward 1077: 113). This is important as the events allow a distinction between the tribune being used for one side of the Republic and those few history records (Plut. Pomp. 162).

Politicians using the Tribunate to boost their career or was it only a small group of individuals that did this and the rest did not.
· Sulla clearly saw the Tribune as a threat to the Republic, hence why he capped it. Making the magistracy process a more elitist platform (Mouritsen 2001: 129). After all Sulla was an elite member of the Republic and believed the elite should maintain rule. Which damaged the political safety for the majority of the populace and some aspiring politicians (Wiedemann 1994: 32). However, this is all due to the power the tribune held, which if used properly would be a political weapon again, like it had been used for in the past (Hawthron & MacDonald 1965: 2-3).
· Cicero wrote his idealized way of rule, which was open to the popular movement, which would have appealed to the masses and the tribunate, wanting the people and commonwealth to co-operate (Cicero. Rep. 97). This is an example of the rise of popularism trumping the reform of Sulla and how some politicians were trying to capitalise upon. One example is Catiline (63 B.C.), who to try win the votes of the people would cancel all debts (Gould & Whiteley 1995: xvii).
· There is a strong argument that the tribune was being used to boost the career of specific members of the Roman republic’s politicians. Plutarch states how Caesar was trying to use the people to allow a successful career in politics (Plut. Pomp. 162). 
· Suetonius accounts how Caesar was associated with Catiline, which would have been a political gamble as, after all Caesar was after the hearts of the people (Suet. Div Jul. 17).
· Caesar is historically someone who had to undergo the tribune to boost his career through 50’s B.C. especially when he was in Gaul, with the use of Clodius as his acting ‘agent’ (Millar 2002: 167). Caesar sent Mark Antony to Rome as Tribune to help protect him from his political opponents (Millar 2002: 162). 
· The Triumvirate was a political alliance which benefitted from Tribune Vatinius’ legislation ( Matyszak 2003: 206).
· Some politicians which history has revered through surviving texts have brought light to how the tribunate being restored allowed for popular politics to be restored (Millar 2002: 170-171) 

Tribunes working to meet their own goals – Clodius 
· Clodius was caught up in the Bona Dea scandal in 63 B.C. and the year after Cicero mocked Clodius in the law courts (Wiedemann 1994: 49).
· Clodius was a figure who was a unique politician and took an uncommon process by getting adopted by a Plebeian family, this political move is most likely one of the very reasons that Sulla had originally culled the Tribune of its powers (Cicero. Ad Att. 2.12).
· Clodius was elected Tribune in 58 B.C. and through invoking the Lex Sempronia of C. Gracchus was able to banish Cicero (Lactor 7 1978: 67). 
· It can be argued that the actions of Clodius from tribune to criminal are actually all associated to revenge against cicero and searching for dominance in a political sphere in which the tribunate gave a layer of protection. (Cicero. Ad Att. 2.19)
· Clodius was always a self-interested man and wanted to reach his wealth and success through one avenue or another. (Matyszak 2003: 199)
· Passed a grain law to the plebs. (Matyszak 2003: 199) representing him as an acting tribune to the people even when serving his own interests.
· There can be an argument that Clodius was an agent of Caesar. This is due to the forces of Clodius were provided by Caesar as a force / followers. Not uncommon in Roman society, in the sense of a patron-client relationship but this was a group more fitting to a mob. (Taylor 1968: 60)

Conclusion
· Conclude the three case studies of investigation and deduct what the Tribune was being used for politically within the time period under question. 
· The deduction should be that the Tribune was to an extent a tool being used by the upper orders, reflecting social struggle for the representatives of the people.
· Yet there should also be evidence that the Tribunate was simply filled with politically ambitious politicians who were willing to be involved.
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