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Ghost Novels in Tang Dynasty and Diamond Sutra

CHI Lu-—ning

( School of Literature Harbin Normal University Harbin 150025 China)

Abstract: After the Diamond Suira entered the Tang Dynasty novels it became a scripture that appeared
more frequently in ghost novels in the Tang Dynasty than other Buddhist scriptures. The storyline of related no—
vels mainly focuses on directly reciting the Scriptures and resurrecting from the dead or indirectly learning
that the Scriptures have the power of cultivating blessings when entering the underworld or encountering ghosts.
From the cultural perspective the development of Buddhism in the Tang Dynasty affected the creation of a
large number of scholars. Under the strong consciousness of promoting Buddhism what is respected is a reli—
gious salvation means more suitable for ordinary people. It also reflects the life consciousness of the Tang peo—
ple to surpass life and death through the power of Buddhism. The ghost world is a replica of the real world. The
evil habit of ghost officials asking for bribes in the underworld and the righteousness of ghosts” gratitude in the
novel are all reflections of the real society. It reflects the criticism and affirmation of the Tang people on these
two phenomena. Concerning the narrative function of the novel the emergence of the Diamond Suira has
changed the fate and ideological character of the characters and has become an element to promote the trend
of the plot in the narrative text and it is also a bridge to build a dual narrative space between the real world
and the underworld. The narration in the novel which tells the divine power of the Diamond Sutra but does not
speak of its true meaning and profound meaning has become a narrative method to highlight the mysterious
and sacred artistic effect of the Diamond Suitra.

Key words: Tang Dynasty ghost novels; Diamond Sutra; consciousness of promoting Buddhism; narra—

tive function
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