


Table of Contents

Task 1 – Written summary	2
Task 1 – Written summary	3
Task 2 – Mind map	4
Task 3 – Presentation	5
Task 4 – Reflection	6
Reference list	7
Reference list ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..8
























[bookmark: _Toc114220764]Task 1 – Written summary
                             PREPARING FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
Preparing for Higher Education is a process of considering the main aspects of students’ life and daily routine leading to productivity and making students successful learners.
Every student should create their study environment regarding their individual needs. The main things to consider are where (which place) and when (at what time) they will be able to focus on their learning more effectively with minimum or less distraction so they could rely on their productivity and self-efficacy. (McMillan et al, 2021,p 39-40)
Time-managing is an essential skill for the student to achieve a healthy life balance between studying, family, work, and their mental well-being. If the students have the ability to manage their time right and focus on the right task they will be able to fulfil their goals and progress in their future careers. (McMillan et al., 2021, page 24, 2021).
Eizenhower’s principles are a great example of how to start prioritising tasks effectively divided them into important and urgent (Mind tools, no date).
               [image: ]
(The Paper Gazer, 2017)
However, it is likely for students to have difficulties in getting starting their tasks on time and suffering from procrastinating.  
Blogger Tim Urban in his Ted talk (2016) described the procrastinator’s brain as an “instant-gratification monkey’’ and the non-procrastinator brain as a “rational-decision maker” which clearly illustrates the difference between both. 
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(Urban, 2013)


Thinking about the current task as a small step in the bigger picture of a future career could be a great way of motivating the student to start. Furthermore, students’ perfectionism could make them procrastinate to deliver their work. (McMillan et al., 2021, p. 30). 

In conclusion, there are a variety of approaches to learners’ paths to success. If students treat learning as a big adventure they could be as successful in their growth as infants in their life (Cottrell, 2019, p.13). 
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THINK AND WRITE CRITICALLY
Successful learners must think and write critically while using a wide range of resources for their work.  
Students have to reference their work to avoid plagiarism and acknowledge the authors’ main idea. References are always necessary when quoting, paraphrasing or summarising the original text. (Cite them right, 2022).
It is essential for students’ work to be correctly referenced in order to receive good marks and to have an academic look (Finch and Fafinski, 2018, p.278).
There are four different referencing styles and Harvard is the most commonly used by UWTSD.
Students must follow the ‘Referencing Handbook: Harvard’ for the ‘in-text citations and references’ and ‘reference list/bibliography’ to reference correctly (UWTSD: LLR, no date).



RESEARCH WITH CARE
Students must use trusted published sources and they should be able to recognise fake news, post-truth, misinformation and alternative facts following the recommended steps of the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) or making a CRAAP TEST (UWTSD, no date).
The ability of the students to find credible resources will provide them with better results and much deeper knowledge of the researched topic. There is a variety of legal literature to be used from the library catalogues and online databases to find legal books, dictionaries, journals, articles, bibliographies and official publications such as different Parliamentary papers, statutes, bills etc. (Finch and Fafinski, 2018, pp.169-186). 

















BECOMING a DIGITAL LEARNER



LEARNING WITH TECHNOLOGIES 

To be a learner in this era without technology is similar to being a bird without wings. The student cannot demonstrate their full potential and knowledge without using Microsoft Office, Microsoft Teams, the Internet etc. Learning in the digital era allows the students to represent their work through a variety of software such as PowerPoint, Word, Microsoft Stream etc. 
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Please follow this link to view my presentation:
https://youtu.be/g50TSn6bSEs
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I am going to introduce my reflections using Borton's three-stage model (Cottrell, 2017, p.201) on starting higher education, becoming familiar with online learning and resources and the process of writing my first assignments. 
I was very motivated to become a student at UWTSD to study ‘Law and Legal Practice’ and I was pleased to be offered a place.  
The evidence overwhelmingly shows, studying Law is a challenging route but taking into consideration the benefits it brings later it is worth attending.    
Next, I am proud to be part of my student community and I appreciate the opportunity to learn from my tutors and build relationships with other students.  
Furthermore, I became familiar with online learning through Microsoft Teams and the university website on Moodle, Harvard references, Turnitin, and different software (Word and PowerPoint) I must use to write my assignments. 
The face-to-face and online lessons I have attended were so helpful, useful and practical and I was able to find and research different topics, and also learn to think logically and work in a team. 
The process of writing my first assignments was complicated and challenging for me. For the first time, I researched a topic academically to form my thesis and arguments using reliable sources (Godfrey, 2018, p.10). I did my best to structure good essays, think critically and put the Harvard referencing into practice.  
Additionally, I realised that I need to manage my time with care to complete my work on time and also to achieve a good study-work-family balance. 
Thinking critically, enrolment in Law and Legal Practice course was the very first step on my ladder which leads to my new career footpath and it will enhance and affect every aspect of my later life (Cottrell, 2017, p.212). 
In conclusion, studying higher education is very beneficial and I believe it will be life-changing and rewarding. 
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