                                               Evidence Based Policing & Applications

 Explore and evaluate the use of body-worn cameras (BWS) in evidence-based policing.
In the last couple of years of research and analysis in evidence-based policing, they are looking for something that could help the officers to answer easily for their action and their decisions and for the possible inconvenience that might occur, and in this way been introduced BWC (Body Worn Camera) which since then the Evidence-Based Policing improved significatively, the officers could prove easily through videos or recordings for the incidents that might happen during shifts every day at any time. This essay explores and evaluates the use of body-worn cameras in Evidence-Based Policing, explains their implementations, considers the core ideas of evidence-based policing, references a past case, discusses strengths, weaknesses, and ethical limitations, and evaluates their use in specific crime topics.
Body-worn cameras (BWC) are cameras devices usually worn by officers attached to their uniform or hard hats and it records how the officers are interacting with the public and often used for protection. According to (Ariel, Farrar, and Sutherland 2015) The cameras are small enough to be worn without encumbering officers in their regular work. The purpose of the cameras is important to provide valuable evidence, enhance accountability and improve transparency in policing also provides a review of the effectiveness of using these devices to reduce crime. According to (Wallace, White, Gaub, & Todak, 2018) police actions and decisions in the field need to be improved, for fewer incidents of police use of force have brought greater political and social importance to the issues and this is it Body Worn Cameras  (BWC) which will measure every movement of the police officers that do not be any concerns about them, capturing audio and video evidence and this documentation of evidence can be easily used in investigations and legal proceedings and can enhance accuracy and reliability. When a police officer is wearing BWC it is visibly attached to the uniform, it is designed to be like that when is being used to record, capturing both video and audio. BWC can be switched on and off depending on the officer's discretion. BWC is an improvement in police accountability, and this will make them less stressed that whatever the actions and decisions in policing they can prove it through the records and will benefit reducing incidents of excessive force or misconduct. BWC can be used in improving Training and performance as the video can be used for training for inexperienced officers teaching them about security situations, learnings from mistakes and challenging strategies and decisions and enhancing overall officer performance. According to (Lum et.al., 2019; White & Malm, 2020) Police agencies and researchers will get more information from studies that examine the organizational and cultural context of BWC adoption and use and keep study the BWC to implement potential benefits; implementation and policymaking, supervision, and training. Officers following straight protocols after being in the use of the BWCs fosters transparency and strengthens community trust in law enforcement because they know every action being recorded, they are more responsible for their actions and decision, and they feel more confident that their experiences will be accurately documented. BWC footage will be crucial evidence in criminal investigation, shed light on the sequence of actions, and helps establish the truth. According to (Loftus, 2010; Skogan & Frydl,2004) Preoccupation with critical incidents and dangerousness of police work, suspiciousness toward civilian motives and complaints, concerns over a punitive system of bureaucratic accountability and the importance of officer autonomy and in group loyalty to management functions are potentially relevant to BWC programs. Body-worn cameras are a valuable tool for evidence-based policing because the police can enhance transparency, accountability, and community trust, providing information recording video and audio is valuable finding all evidence easily and use for investigations and legal proceedings.
Evidence-Based Policing means that evidence is important in police and the best evidence needs to be used in policing policies practices and decisions. EBP (Evidence-Based Policing) can be in collaboration and work together with academics and other partners. Evidence-Based Policing involves researching and data analysis, planning strategies, promote the evidence to enhance police effectiveness, accountability, and community relations. The police try to improve outcomes through Evidence-Based Policing and Decision Making by reducing crimes and ensuring the allocation of resources, through all this, they put into the plan the core ideas. As Sherman stated (1998) “Evidence Based Policing” uses research to guide practice and evaluate practitioners to be used the best evidence to shape the best practice. Effective strategies and interventions can be identified through existing research and the importance of systematically reviewing and analysing existing research. The effectiveness of different strategies and interventions is the core key of evidence-based policing through evaluation as the monitoring and assessment with practice achieving desired outcomes by collecting data, analysing the results, and making evidence-informed improving the efficiency and impact of the interventions. Researching is important in EBP especially working in partnership, and collaboration between researchers, practitioners, and policymakers. Working as teams will result in the research being relevant, practical, and effectively applied. Policing being accountable and emphasising transparency in decision-making processes, using strategies and initiatives will promote public trust and legitimacy. New knowledge in practice and the latest research will result through continuous learning and adaptation. The effective policing strategies the understanding of it will get improved over time. The research and practice are core ideas especially important in Evidence-Based Policing using the evidence and working under law enforcement decision-making. By using research integration, evaluation, collaboration, transparency, and continuous learning they will enhance effectiveness. According to the College of Policing (2016), they developed a model named ATLAS (Ask, Test, Learn, Adapt) this model will help them to understand how evidence-based policing can support their practice, this model generating questions about the practice.
Body-worn Cameras are small devices used for taking videos and recording while on duty police have lots of responsibilities, and these cameras help them have evidence in case of incidents and protection that the evidence may be used in court law against infractions. According to (Jennings et al. 2014) BWCs (Body Worn Cameras) are small audio/video recording devices that can be mounted on an individual’s clothing as ‘wearable’ cameras, or attached to eyewear, collars, an epaulette, ball caps or helmets (TASER International Inc. 2015). In the last couple of years, BWC (Body Worn Cameras) had a potential benefit in Evidence-Based Policing because gained significant attention, according to (Lum et al.2020), body-worn cameras are also thought to improve police conduct and transparency, especially regarding police use of force. The contribution to Evidence-Based Policing is that the police must promote accountability. Video evidence from body cameras can capture critical details, the documentation can be used in investigations, court proceedings and maintaining public trust. The data from the BWC can be analysed, this information will be assessed, and researchers can use them to evaluate the effectiveness of certain practices, develop policies, and enhance the overall understanding of policing methods, body-worn cameras can support evidence-based policing and contribute to improving law enforcement practices. According to (Coudert et al.,2015; Hyland 2018; Taylor, 2016) law enforcement agencies around the globe have increasingly turned to BWCs to increase perceptions of accountability and transparency.
A past case of an incident that involved a body-worn camera in the U. K (United Kingdom) is “Lionel Semenya case,” a Metropolitan Police officer, incident happens in 2017, he was accused of assault after watching the footage on a body-worn camera the true was revealed that it was his fault. He had been arrested being a suspect the problem was that the evidence on the body-worn camera
revealed that a different situation was what the officer said in his statement. The evidence showed that Simenya used excessive force and violated the guidelines for the use of force by police. This is a case that shows how much crucial the Body worn camera can be as provided an objective and unbiased record of the incident. The evidence helps to change the statement of the officer and found him guilty of his consequences and all this led to his prosecution. That is why body-worn cameras are important and police provide true evidence, and promote transparency, accountability, and the fair administration of justice. This incident can demonstrate that body-worn cameras monitoring police conduct not only protect them but also can make sure they are doing their job properly, being responsible for their actions, ensuring accountability, and maintaining public trust in law enforcement. Researching study Michael White (2014) found several beneficial outcomes for law enforcement agencies. The study in the United Kingdom indicated that body-worn cameras resulted in positive interaction between officers and citizens and make people feel protected and safer. The use of body-worn cameras was found to be quite helpful in improving the overall strength of prosecution, leading to increases in arrests, and cases involving domestic violence because the camera documented the victims. According to Izawa (2011) one of the theories about the effects in body worn camera is that both officers and civilians on the street will behave differently if under the watchful lens of a camera, another research stated by (Witton, Elbourne, 2014) that people act differently when they believe they are being watched.
The benefit of using body-worn cameras, of them is promoting accountability, this can help deter misconduct and enhance trust in the justice system. The footage from body-worn cameras can provide evidence in investigations, court proceedings, and resolving complaints and disputes. The evidence from body-worn cameras can be used for training purposes and to improve officer performance. The weaknesses of body-worn cameras are that the officers can activate or deactivate the cameras when they want, and this may lead to the omission of crucial moments, body-worn cameras raised privacy concerns in residential places or medical facilities, also the interpretation of subjects sometimes can be different same subject, the answers can be different then the camera will show. Some ethical Limitations are important when the record is taken as the police officer must ask for consent in some situations, but in case of emergencies can be an exception. Proper protocols for data storage, access and retention are important to be protected the privacy of people recorded in the camera footage. It is important for police officers when using the body-worn camera to have accountability and try to use the body-worn camera in the right way, any unauthorised access, tampering, or intentional alteration of recordings can undermine their integrity and compromise the fairness of legal proceedings needs responsibility and effective use of this technology. As researchers continue to focus on the impacts of BWCs on police-citizen encounters, decidedly less attention has been given to the evidentiary value of BWS footage (Lum et.al., 2019) Assessing the use of body-worn camera evidence about domestic violence, the evaluation can have strengths and limitations. When an incident of domestic violence happens, the body-worn camera records the immediate aftermath, visible injuries, and the overall environment, the conclusion includes how much serious the situation can be. The body-worn camera can record the statement will be taken by the victim, helping to establish the credibility of their accounts, the records can see the victim the emotional distress, fear, and trauma experienced. This evaluation provides a visual and audio, in this way, police can get all the evidence they need to go forward with the investigation. Body-worn camera capture records the behaviour of the aggressor, and threats and this will help support the victim's statement and have evidence against him. The evaluations of limitation in domestic violence are that recording in residences is a privacy concern for the victim and for the individual, when recording the police must be sure that respect the privacy of individuals. According to (Groff et al., 2018) qualitative and quantitative evidence suggests that the prosecutors will view the BWS video before charging decisions varies by crime type, with domestic violence, drug/alcohol, and battery of police officer/resisting arrest charges among the frequently viewed offence categories. Cooperation is particularly important, some victims after abuse are unable to provide a statement due to fear, and trauma. Body-worn cameras not always capturing the full video of domestic abuse incidents, some of the recordings will be missing. Also, some ethical considerations must be included in the evaluation of domestic abuse, informing the victim that is recorded and explaining the legal procedure and ask for consent, recording is particularly important thing, that officers show respect, should exercise empathy and sensitivity that the victim might be in a traumatic situation. Confidentiality n and secure storage of body camera footage, protecting the privacy of victims and all materials must be secured and unauthorized.
In conclusion, body-worn cameras, are beneficial for police and promote transparency, accountability, and community relations. Officers must follow the legal rules of the bodywork cameras, and this is careful consideration of privacy, officer discretion, interpretation challenges and ethical guidelines. 
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