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Introduction 
The principle of ‘Policing by Consent’ is that for the police to be effective there must be widespread public support and confidence in them to prevent and solve crime, (College of Policing, (2021). Many argue that having trust in the police is crucial to modern-day police services, without this trust the police would not be able to operate as effectively. This paper discusses the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and its effect on modern-day policing. I will discuss where the ideology of ‘policing by consent’ originated. I will outline the benefits of having public support as well as the drawback of having no support. I will also be researching what the police are doing to modernize ‘policing by consent’, and what they’re doing to gain trust from different communities.

Main Body
The concept of ‘policing by consent’ serves as the foundation for policing in the UK. The ideology of 
‘Policing by consent’ is derived from Robert Peel’s 9 principles of policing. Robert Peel is the founder of the Metropolitan Police Service and developed the idea of ‘policing by consent’, which stems from the idea that for policing to be successful, there needs to be widespread public acceptance of a police service's operations, (Desai, 2020). 
According to the UK Government (2012), the 9 principles were first set out in 1829 and were issued to every police officer as ‘general instructions’. The principles acknowledge that the police powers are reliant on the public’s acceptance of their existence, so they must act and behave in a way that maintains public respect. To do this, the principles recognise that cooperation with the public is key to securing public approval and support. Furthermore, it also asks that all officers use the necessary amount of physical force when responding to a situation; using a disproportionate amount of force can dimmish the public trust in the police, making them less willing to cooperate. 
Essentially, Robert Peel aimed to create an ethical police service that is integrated with the public and believed that the key to effective policing is support and cooperation from the public, (Britain: Power to the people; Police reform, 2010).
According to the College of Policing (2013), without the active support of the communities it serves, the police service would cease to exist. Police officers rely on voluntary public cooperation to carry out their jobs effectively, for example, witness statements and public information can be the key to solving a crime. 
This is demonstrated in a report by CrimeStoppers (2022), the anonymous information that is posted to their website has helped to solve many cases. For example, violence was prevented when it was reported that a man was traveling to a social event with a gun in his possession and intended on using it, he was stopped by police en route and was arrested and charged with possession of a gun and two further assaults. Another example was a man who had been sought after for eight years concerning a murder attempt and was arrested just two days after the information was shared about his address, police discovered him there and arrested him. This demonstrates how much trust and confidence the public had in the police to keep their confidentiality and take action; showing how important it is for the police to have the public consent. 
For the police to do their job effectively, the public must have confidence in them. They must expect that they are being taken seriously when reporting crime, that their confidentiality will be kept, and that some form of action will be taken by the police. However, there have been many cases where the police have failed to police by public consent; negatively affecting the relationship between the public and the police.
According to Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (2021), black, Asian, and ethnic minority people are still being disproportionately stopped and searched. In those particular communities where trust has broken down between police and community, the positive benefits of policing by consent have been lost. These communities will have a negative image of the police and no longer see them as being trustworthy. Therefore, loads of crimes will go unreported or unsolved due to a lack of cooperation by the people in these communities who no longer wish to engage with the police force. 
This lack of trust was also seen in the Rochdale grooming cases. As stated by Salter M & Dagistanli S (2015), it was leaked that the police were investigating a network of men from the Asian and Pakistani communities in relation to sexually exploiting teenage girls. It was discovered that the police found the cases to be mundane and took no interest in investigating the multiple reports made by the girls. Staff either considered teenage girls who were manipulated and sexually assaulted by groups of men as adopting a "lifestyle choice" or called them promiscuous "slags." 
The girls who reported the abuse were not believed. Members of the public were outraged which resulted in a negative view of the police, the public entrusts the police with the power to investigate a crime when a crime has been reported. They expect to be taken seriously which was demonstrated horribly in this case, the police went against the publics’ consent, and because of that many more girls were sexually abused for years.
Due to many cases like the Rochdale grooming case, the Broxton riots, and Stephen Lawrence, the police no longer have much trust in the police. According to YouGov (2021), “More Britons unconfident than confident in police to deal with crime locally”. Their 2021 statistics show that Only 33% of the public trust the British police in comparison to the 42% that said they do not trust the police. The most distrust stems from 18-24-year-olds with 51% saying they don’t trust the police. Currently, the statistics show a shockingly low percentage of trust in the police.
More importantly, the police have taken the statistics into account and are making improvements to help regain the publics’ trust again. For example, the police visit schools around Britain to help prevent young people from getting involved with crime, this also builds trust between the police and young people so they will grow up with confidence in the police, (Youth Endowment Fund, 2022). 
As another example, according to the College of Policing (2022), they are taking another look at the peelian principles and seeing how they could apply that to future procedures, they recognise that the police are the community and that they need the public approval in order to carry out their job effectively. They are going to do this through more neighbourhood policing, this allows the police to become more integrated with different communities and help to prevent crime in those areas to make them safer. 
A final example is their efforts to employ officers from more diverse backgrounds. As stated by the College of Policing (2020), only 7% of the police are represented by Black, Asian, and minority ethnic communities, and only 30% are women. Their main priority is to find and hire people from those communities so that people from diverse backgrounds can see themselves in the police.

Conclusion
To conclude, it is evident that there is a huge importance when it comes to ‘policing by consent’. When the police have public support, this massively benefits the police and allows them to do their job more effectively. The crime-solving rate increases when the public is more willing to cooperate. However, when the police go against the publics consent, it evidently has a negative impact on the crime and report rate. When the public don’t trust that the police will take them seriously, they report less crime and they’re less willing to cooperate during an investigation. More importantly, the police recognise where they have gone wrong in the past and have made modern amendments to help the public trust the police again.
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